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Proclamation 7578 of July 26, 2002 

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Fifty-two years ago, armed forces from North Korea shattered the peace 
as they crossed the 38th Parallel and invaded South Korea. A 22-coun-
try force assembled to face this Cold War challenge, and the majority 
of them were Americans. The brave men and women of this coalition 
fought courageously to defend a population facing tyranny and aggres
sion, and they succeeded in defeating the invading forces. 

During the Korean War, approximately 1.8 million members of the 
United States Armed Forces fought in places such as Pork Chop Hill, 
Pusan Perimeter, and the Chosin Reservoir. During the intense fighting, 
approximately 34,000 American lives were lost in combat; 92,000 were 
wounded; and more than 8,000 listed as missing in action or taken 
prisoner. Their distinguished service reminds us of the words engraved 
on the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington—"Freedom Is 
Not Free." 

As we face the challenges of a new era and a new war, we look to 
America's Korean War veterans for their example of dedication and 
sacrifice in defending freedom. These men and women faced a for
midable adversary and endured harsh and bitter conditions in uphold
ing our Nation's heritage of valor, tenacity, and honor during this im
portant stand against Communist aggression. For their gallantry in ac
tion, 131 servicemen earned our Nation's highest military award, the 
Medal of Honor. More than 90 of them received the award post
humously. 

Forty-nine years ago, the Military Armistice Agreement ended the 
fighting and stopped the spread of Communism in Korea. In order to 
thank and honor veterans of the Korean War and their families, Amer
ica will commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War through 
November 11, 2003. Today, as the Republic of Korea stands as a strong, 
democratic, and progressive nation, we thank our Korean War veterans 
for serving our Nation and the world with courage and distinction. 
These patriots advanced the principles and ideals upon which our Na
tion was founded, and they helped promote liberty, opportunity, and 
hope. 

The Congress, by Public Law 104-19, as amended (36 U.S.C. 127), has 
designated July 27, 2002, as "National Korean War Veterans Armistice 
Day," and has authorized and requested the President to issue a procla
mation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 27, 2002, as National Ko
rean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities 
that honor and give thanks to our distinguished Korean War veterans. 
I also ask Federal departments and agencies and interested groups, or
ganizations, and individuals to fly the flag of the United States at half-
staff on July 27, 2002, in memory of the Americans who died as a re
sult of their service in Korea. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7579 of July 26, 2002 

Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) is one of the most 
compassionate and successful civil rights laws in American history. In 
the 12 years since President George H. W. Bush signed the ADA into 
law, more people with disabilities are participating fully in our society 
than ever before. As we mark this important anniversary, we celebrate 
the positive effect this landmark legislation has had upon our Nation, 
and we recognize the important influence it has had in improving em
ployment opportunities, government services, public accommodations, 
transportation, and telecommunications for those with disabilities. 

Today, Americans with disabilities enjoy greatly improved access to 
countless facets of life; but more work needs to be done. We must con
tinue to build on the important foundations established by the ADA. 
Too many Americans with disabilities remain isolated, dependent, and 
deprived of the tools they need to enjoy all that our Nation has to offer. 

My Administration is committed to removing the barriers that prevent 
people with disabilities from realizing their full potential and achiev
ing their dreams. The New Freedom Initiative, which I announced last 
year, builds on the hopeful path of the ADA. It provides Americans 
with disabilities increased access to assistive technologies, expands 
educational options, and increases opportunities for them to integrate 
into our workforce. We are committed to ensuring the delivery of vital 
services to disabled persons in an integrated, community-based setting. 

My Administration will continue to enforce the Americans with Dis
abilities Act, and we will work with businesses and State and local 
governments to increase partnerships that promote the purposes of the 
ADA. Together, we are working for a day when all people with disabil
ities are able to live and work with dignity, freedom, and independ
ence and realize their potential as fully integrated members of our soci
ety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 
2002, as a day in celebration of the 12th Anniversary of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. I call upon public officials, business leaders, peo
ple with disabilities, and all Americans to pursue the ADA's full prom
ise of equal opportunity and to celebrate the expanded freedom that 
the ADA has brought to American life. 
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