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Community health centers ensure that all citizens have access to medi
cal treatment and preventative care. Each year, community, migrant, 
public housing, and homeless health centers serve more than 12 mil
lion citizens at over 3,300 delivery sites throughout urban and rural 
communities in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, and the Virgin Islands. These centers care for 1 of every 5 low-
income children and 1 of every 12 rural residents. By working together 
with schools, businesses, churches, community organizations, founda
tions, and State and local governments, these health centers strive to 
meet the special needs and priorities of communities and to improve 
the health and well-being of countless families and individuals. 

Health centers offer responsive and cost-effective health care that in
cludes comprehensive primary and preventive services; prenatal and 
postpartum care; patient education, case management, and outreach; 
translation and other support services. My Administration is commit
ted to increasing Federal support of healthcare centers. Through my 
Community and Migrant Health Centers Initiative we are working to 
double the number of patients served in these centers, and create 1,200 
new and expanded health center sites over 5 years. 

With the observance of National Health Center Week, we recognize the 
important role and the invaluable contributions of America's health 
centers, their staff, board members, and all those responsible for their 
success. During National Health Center week, I join in encouraging all 
Americans to celebrate the importance of health centers to our commu
nities by participating in health fairs and screenings, blood drives, im
munizations, and open house events. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 18 
through 24, 2002, as National Health Center Week. I encourage all 
Americans to observe this week with appropriate activities and pro
grams in order to raise their awareness of the importance and variety 
of services provided by America's health centers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7584 of August 23, 2002 

Women's Equality Day, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, American women enjoy unprecedented opportunities in busi
ness, education, politics, and countless other aspects of our society. 
Historically, however, women suffered grave inequalities and were de
nied some of the most fundamental benefits of citizenship. 
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Each year on August 26th, we mark the important anniversary of the 
day on which women gained the right to vote. In celebrating Women's 
Equality Day, we remember the brave and determined individuals who 
worked to ensure that all women have the opportunity to participate 
in our democracy. Their dedication to the suffrage movement im
proved our society, and continues to inspire women today. 

When the first Women's Rights Convention was convened in Seneca 
Falls in 1848, women in the United States had limited financial, legal, 
and political power. In addition to being denied the right to vote, they 
also could not own property, control their wages, or claim custody of 
their children. 

Courageous heroes like Carrie Chapman Catt, Alice Paul, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony refused to accept women's status, 
and began a determined struggle to gain suffrage for women. Leading 
active and vocal groups like the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association and the National Woman's Party, these women risked at
tack and arrest to organize marches, boycotts, and pickets, while mobi
lizing an influential lobbying force of millions. Finally, on August 26, 
1920, the women's suffrage movement accomplished its goal through 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, guarantee
ing women the right to vote. 

In Afghanistan, the Taliban used violence and fear to deny Afghan 
women access to education, health care, mobility, and the right to vote. 
Our coalition has liberated Afghanistan and restored fundamental 
human rights and freedoms to Afghan women, and all the people of 
Afghanistan. Young girls in Afghanistan are able to attend schools for 
the first time. 

As we celebrate this day, I encourage all Americans to learn about our 
important achievements in equality. Looking to the future, we must re
main diligent as we work to ensure the rights of all of our citizens, and 
to support those who struggle daily for life's basic liberties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 
2002, as Women's Equality Day. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
third day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 
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