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effort, my Administration will work to promote cooperation and co
ordination among Federal agencies for the purpose of fostering greater 
economic development of tribal communities. By working togedier on 
important economic initiatives, we will strengthen America by build
ing a future of hope and promise for all Native Americans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
2002 as National American Indian Heritage Month. I call upon all 
Americans to commemorate this month with appropriate programs and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7621 of November 1, 2002 

National Hospice Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Hospice organizations provide people who are near the end of their 
lives with family-centered, quality care, that emphasizes compassion, 
independence, respect, and dignity. During National Hospice Month, 
our Nation pays tribute to hospice care and the persons and organiza
tions involved with it, by recognizing and honoring its value and im
portance for people who are dying, for their families and friends, and 
for our commimities. 

Hospice has emerged as a successful model of care that helps termi
nally ill individuals achieve practical, physical, psychological, and 
spiritual goals. According to the National Hospice and Palliative Care 
Organization (NHPCO), in 2001, an estimated 3,200 operating hospice 
programs in the United States admitted about 775,000 patients. Hos
pice care relies upon a team of committed physicians, nurses, medical 
social workers, therapists, counselors, and volunteers. This team pro
vides medical services that are designed to improve the comfort of the 
patient, manage symptoms, provide proper nutrition, and deal with 
other difficulties such as emotional distress and grief. Hospice care 
also provides important emotional and spiritual support to families 
and friends as they cope with their impending loss. 

While we have made great progress in encouraging hospice care, much 
work remains to be done to increase awareness of hospice and its bene
fits. The NHPCO reports that in 2000, 2.4 million people in oiu- Nation 
died. It is estimated that one in four used hospice care and services. 
Also, many people at the end of life are referred to hospice only a few 
days before death. By strengthening and expanding hospice programs 
and working to promote, where appropriate, their services as a positive 
alternative for terminally ill patients, we can make a difference in the 
lives of countless Americans. 
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As we observe National Hospice Month, we applaud hospice organiza
tions, health professionals, and other caregivers for their dedication to 
ensuring respect and quality of life for all. We also reaffirm our com
mitment as a Nation to honoring the dignity of every person and to 
promoting compassion and concern for our fellow citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 
2002 as National Hospice Month. I encourage Americans to increase 
their awareness of the importance and availability of hospice service 
and to observe this month with appropriate activities and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of November, in the year of om: Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-seventh. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7622 of November 5, 2002 

In Celebration of the Centennial of the West Wing of the 
White House, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For 100 years, the West Wing of the White House has served as the 
workplace of the President of the United States and his staff. Now 
housing the Oval Office, the Roosevelt Room, Cabinet Room, offices of 
the President's senior staff, and the James C. Brady Press Briefing 
Room, the West Wing has become the center of executive branch oper
ation. 

Prior to 1902, the President and his staff worked out of offices housed 
in the White House Residence, causing crowded staff conditions and 
a lack of privacy for the President's family. This overcrowding prompt
ed planning for the construction of a new wing to serve as offices for 
the President and his staff. While plans were reviewed during several 
Administrations, construction did not begin until Theodore Roosevelt's 
presidency. The wing was completed in 1902, and the Presidential Of
fices were then moved from the Residence to the new addition. The 
wing underwent a major expansion in 1909, doubling its size, and fur
ther renovations were done in 1929, 1934, and 1969. 

Following a Christmas Eve fire in 1929, renovations and restoration 
displaced Herbert Hoover for several months while new and improved 
facilities were built. In 1934 the Oval Office was moved to its current 
location on the southeast corner, over looking the Rose Garden. In the 
1940's, the building became known as the "West Wing." 

For a century, the West Wing has served as the headquarters of White 
House staff members who work to address national and international 
concerns, advance democracy, and secure a future of opportunity for 
all. Government and military leaders, Olympic athletes, college cham
pions, artists, entertainers, and citizens from around the world have 
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