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and his refusal to retreat from the greatest moral challenge ever to con-
front us, gave us the Emancipation Proclamation and the preservation 
of our Union. His dedication also gave us the Gettysburg Address, with 
its resolution that ‘‘government of the people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth.’’ Indeed, Lincoln was one of 
the greatest Presidents and one of the greatest lawyers, in our Nation’s 
history. 

Lincoln’s lasting legacy is his vision of the ‘‘more perfect Union’’ 
promised in our Constitution’s preamble. According to Lincoln, ‘‘The 
legitimate object of government is to do for a community of people 
whatever they need to have done, but cannot do at all, or cannot do 
so well for themselves, in their separate and individual capacities.’’ 
This vision of a true United States of America, bound together by a rec-
ognition of the common good, guided our country through its darkest 
hour and helped it re-emerge as a beacon of freedom and equality 
under law. 

On this Law Day, I encourage Americans to reflect on this legacy. By 
continuing a national conversation on the principles for which Lincoln 
stood, and by highlighting the attributes of this great American, we can 
help ensure that the legacy of our sixteenth President endures and that 
the United States remains dedicated to the principles of government 
under law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as amended, 
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2009, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon the 
people of the United States to acknowledge the importance of our Na-
tion’s legal and judicial systems with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, and to display the flag of the United States in support of this 
national observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8368 of May 1, 2009 

Loyalty Day, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than two centuries ago, our Nation’s Founders declared the birth 
of a new Nation and began an experiment in self-governance. The 
young Republic committed itself to protecting the rights of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness for all citizens. These ideals inspired loy-
alty to the young Nation and moved volunteers to fight for their inde-
pendence. 

Generations later, these founding principles continue to unify and 
command the loyalty of the American people. The United States has 
expanded in size, increased in population, and grown in diversity, yet 
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the promise of liberty and the pursuit of happiness arouse the patriot-
ism and loyalty of Americans anew. Just as early settlers pledged to do 
their part to build the new Nation, now recent immigrants—loyal to 
the very same values—are helping America fulfill its promise. 

We enjoy these blessings of liberty only because brave patriots have an-
swered the call of duty. The men and women of the United States 
Armed Forces exemplify loyalty to our highest ideals, as do those who 
have fought valiantly for civil rights within our borders. These Ameri-
cans and many others have made enormous sacrifices, and our Nation 
is grateful for their selflessness and unshakeable loyalty. 

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, as amended, has designated May 
1 of each year as ‘‘Loyalty Day.’’ On Loyalty Day, we honor our Nation 
and remember with pride the courageous individuals who help keep 
it safe and strong and who honor its legacy of freedom and equal op-
portunity. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2009, as Loyalty Day. 
I call upon all the people of the United States to join in support of this 
national observance and to display the flag of the United States on 
Loyalty Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8369 of May 1, 2009 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, 
2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The vast diversity of languages, religions, and cultural traditions of 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders continues to strengthen the fab-
ric of American society. From the arrival of the first Asian American 
and Pacific Islander immigrants 150 years ago to those who arrive 
today, as well as those native to the Hawaiian Islands and to our Pa-
cific Island territories, all possess the common purpose of the fulfilling 
the American dream and leading a life bound by the American ideals 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

During Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, we re-
member the challenges and celebrate the achievements that define our 
history. 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have endured and overcome 
hardship and heartache. In the earliest years, tens of thousands of Gold 
Rush pioneers, coal miners, transcontinental railroad builders, as well 
as farm and orchard laborers, were subject to unjust working condi-
tions, prejudice, and discrimination—yet they excelled. Even in the 
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