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Proclamation 8492 of April 1, 2010 

National Sexual Assault Awareness Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, women, men, and children across America suffer the pain 
and trauma of sexual assault. From verbal harassment and intimidation 
to molestation and rape, this crime occurs far too frequently, goes unre-
ported far too often, and leaves long-lasting physical and emotional 
scars. During National Sexual Assault Awareness Month, we recommit 
ourselves not only to lifting the veil of secrecy and shame surrounding 
sexual violence, but also to raising awareness, expanding support for 
victims, and strengthening our response. 

Sexual violence is an affront to our national conscience, one which we 
cannot ignore. It disproportionately affects women—an estimated one 
in six American women will experience an attempted or completed 
rape at some point in her life. Too many men and boys are also af-
fected. 

These facts are deeply troubling, and yet, sexual violence affects Amer-
icans of all ages, backgrounds, and circumstances. Alarming rates of 
sexual violence occur among young women attending college, and fre-
quently, alcohol or drugs are used to incapacitate the victim. Among 
people with disabilities, isolation may lead to repeated assaults and an 
inability to seek and locate help. Native American women are more 
than twice as likely to be sexually assaulted compared with the general 
population. As a Nation, we share the responsibility for protecting each 
other from sexual assault, supporting victims when it does occur, and 
bringing perpetrators to justice. 

We can lead this charge by confronting and changing insensitive atti-
tudes wherever they persist. Survivors too often suffer in silence be-
cause they fear further injury, are unwilling to experience further hu-
miliation, or lack faith in the criminal justice system. This feeling of 
isolation, often compounded with suicidal feelings, depression, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder, only exacerbate victims’ sense of hope-
lessness. No one should face this trauma alone, and as families, 
friends, and mentors, we can empower victims to seek the assistance 
they need. 

At the Federal, State, local, and tribal level, we must work to provide 
necessary resources to victims of every circumstance, including med-
ical attention, mental health services, relocation and housing assist-
ance, and advocacy during legal proceedings. Under Vice President 
Biden’s leadership, the 2005 reauthorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act included the Sexual Assault Services Program, the first- 
ever funding stream dedicated solely to providing direct services to 
victims of sexual assault. To further combat sexual violence, my 2011 
Budget doubles funding for this program. Through the Justice Depart-
ment and the Centers for Disease Control, we are funding prevention 
and awareness campaigns as well as grants for campus services to ad-
dress sexual assault on college campuses. The Justice Department has 
also increased funding and resources to combat violence against Native 
American women. 
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As we continue to confront this crime, let us reaffirm this month our 
dedication to take action in our communities and stop abuse before it 
starts. Together, we can increase awareness about sexual violence, de-
crease its frequency, punish offenders, help victims, and heal lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
2010 as National Sexual Assault Awareness Month. I urge all Ameri-
cans to reach out to victims, learn more about this crime, and speak 
out against it. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8493 of April 2, 2010 

National Financial Literacy Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In recent years, our Nation’s financial system has grown increasingly 
complex. This has left too many Americans behind, unable to build a 
secure financial future for themselves and their families. For many, fi-
nancial literacy can mean economic prosperity and protection against 
fraud and predatory banking practices. During National Financial Lit-
eracy Month, we recommit to teaching ourselves and our children 
about the basics of financial education. 

Our recent economic crisis was the result of both irresponsible actions 
on Wall Street, and everyday choices on Main Street. Large banks spec-
ulated recklessly without regard for the consequences, and other firms 
invented and sold complex financial products to conceal risks and es-
cape scrutiny. At the same time, many Americans took out loans they 
could not afford or signed contracts without fully understanding the 
terms. Ensuring this crisis never happens again will require new rules 
to protect consumers and better information to empower them. 

The new Consumer Financial Protection Agency I have proposed will 
ensure ordinary Americans get clear and concise financial information. 
We must put an end to confusing loan contracts, hidden fees attached 
to mortgages, and unfair penalties that appear without warning on 
bank statements. The Credit Card Accountability Responsibility and 
Disclosure Act of 2009 began reining in some of these deceptive tactics 
when it recently took effect. The President’s Advisory Council on Fi-
nancial Capability is also looking for new ways to help individuals 
make informed decisions and to educate our children on core financial 
competencies. 

While our Government has a critical role to play in protecting con-
sumers and promoting financial literacy, we are each responsible for 
understanding basic concepts: how to balance a checkbook, save for a 
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