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German ancestry who have been an integral part of our national life. 
On German-American Day, we pay tribute to the role this community 
has played in shaping America and contributing to our progress and 
prosperity. 

On October 6, 1683, 13 courageous German families arrived in Penn-
sylvania to start a new life. They began a chapter in the American nar-
rative that has influenced our country in all walks of life, and their re-
solve lives on in the men, women, and families of German descent 
who enhance civic engagement, steer our industries, and fortify our 
Nation’s character. With their dedication and determination, the 
United States has been a leader in ingenuity and entrepreneurship, and 
has delivered a message of hope and opportunity that resonates around 
the world. Today, German Americans innovate and excel as leaders in 
all sectors of our society. 

On this occasion, we honor not only the countless achievements and 
rich heritage of German Americans, but also the strong ties between 
Germany and the United States. Our two nations share unbreakable 
bonds as allies with solemn obligations to one another’s security; val-
ues that inspired those brave settlers four centuries ago; and a vision 
for a safer, freer, more peaceful, more prosperous world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 
6, 2010, as German-American Day. I encourage all Americans to learn 
more about the history of German Americans and reflect on the many 
contributions they have made to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8581 of October 8, 2010 

Leif Erikson Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over 1,000 years ago, the lure of discovery led Leif Erikson—a son of 
Iceland and grandson of Norway—and his crew on an ambitious explo-
ration of present-day Greenland and Canada. Centuries later, after a 
months-long ocean voyage, a group of Norwegians landed in New York 
City on October 9, 1825, the first large group of immigrants to arrive 
in the United States from Norway. To commemorate that event and pay 
tribute to our rich Nordic-American heritage, we celebrate Leif Erikson 
Day in honor of the first European known to set foot on North Amer-
ican soil more than a millennium ago. 

Countless immigrants who crossed the Atlantic on voyages to the New 
World looked to Leif Erikson as a symbol of fortitude and a hero who 
did not turn back in the face of danger and uncertainty. Leif Erikson’s 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 12:48 Mar 26, 2012 Jkt 089194 PO 00003 Frm 00135 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 G:\GSDD\STATUTES\2010\PROCS\89194PRC.000 89194PRCdk
ra

us
e 

on
 D

S
K

H
T

7X
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 K

1



124 STAT. 4714 PROCLAMATION 8582—OCT. 8, 2010 

bold courage echoes in the daring and intrepid spirit of the pioneers 
who built and shaped our young country, and in the determination, 
self-reliance, and innovation of the Nordic settlers who made enduring 
contributions to the American character. Today, Nordic Americans im-
measurably enrich our national life as neighbors and leaders in com-
munities across America. 

Guided by the strength and resolve of Leif Erikson and the countless 
Nordic immigrants who came in his wake, let us steadfastly reach for 
the promise of tomorrow. It is their spirit of exploration and progress 
that helped forge our great country, and that will continue to guide us 
as we strive for a better and brighter future. 

To honor Leif Erikson and celebrate our Nordic-American heritage, the 
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88–566) approved on Sep-
tember 2, 1964, has authorized the President to proclaim October 9 of 
each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 2010, as Leif Erikson 
Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies, activities, and programs to honor our rich Nordic-Amer-
ican heritage. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8582 of October 8, 2010 

General Pulaski Memorial Day, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From before our Nation’s founding until today, daring individuals have 
fought to defend America with unwavering devotion. Casimir Pulaski 
was a Polish patriot, yet he laid down his life in defense of American 
independence during the Revolutionary War. Each year, on October 11, 
Americans pause to remember this champion of liberty who fought val-
iantly for the freedom of Poland and the United States, and we proudly 
reflect upon our rich Polish-American heritage. 

As a young man, Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski witnessed the oc-
cupation of Poland by foreign troops and fought for his homeland’s 
freedom, determined to resist subjugation. During his subsequent exile 
to France, he learned of our nascent struggle for independence, and 
volunteered his service to our cause. Pulaski arrived in America in 
1777 and served in the American Cavalry under the command of Gen-
eral George Washington. Valued for his vast military experience, Gen-
eral Pulaski led colonists on horseback with admirable skill, earning a 
reputation as the ‘‘father of American Cavalry.’’ Pulaski was mortally 
wounded during the siege of Savannah, and he died from his wounds 
on October 11, 1779. 
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