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cial hardship for caregivers, and research suggests they often put their 
own health and well-being at risk while assisting loved ones. Through 
the National Family Caregiver Support Program, individuals can help 
their loved ones remain comfortably in the home and receive assist-
ance with their caregiving responsibilities. This program provides in-
formation, assistance, counseling, training, support groups, and respite 
care for caregivers across our country. 

My Administration’s Middle Class Task Force, led by Vice President 
Joe Biden, has made supporting family caregivers a priority, and we are 
working to assist caregivers as they juggle work, filial, and financial re-
sponsibilities. We made important progress with this year’s Affordable 
Care Act, and because of this landmark legislation, Americans will be 
able to take advantage of the Community Living Assistance Services 
and Supports (CLASS) Program. This voluntary insurance program will 
help individuals with long-term care needs to maintain independent 
living, as well as compensate family caregivers for their devoted work. 

Our businesses and companies can also contribute to families’ ability 
to care for their loved ones in need. By offering flexible work arrange-
ments and paid leave when caregiving duties require employees to 
miss work, employers can enable workers with caregiver responsibil-
ities to balance work and family obligations more easily. Such efforts 
impact countless lives across our Nation, easing concerns and contrib-
uting to the well-being of individuals and families as they go about 
their daily lives. 

During National Family Caregivers Month, we honor the millions of 
Americans who give endlessly of themselves to provide for the health 
and well-being of a beloved family member. Through their countless 
hours of service to their families and communities, they are a shining 
example of our Nation’s great capacity to care for each other. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 2010 as National Family Caregivers Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to pay tribute to those who provide care for their family members, 
friends, and neighbors in need. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8594 of October 29, 2010 

National Hospice Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National Hospice Month, we recognize the dignity hospice care 
can provide to patients who need it most, and the professionals, volun- 
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teers, and family members who bring peace to individuals in their final 
days. 

Hospice care gives medical services, emotional support, and spiritual 
resources to people facing life-limiting illnesses. It can also help fami-
lies and caregivers manage the details and emotional challenges of car-
ing for a dying loved one. The decision to place someone into a hos-
pice program can be difficult, but Americans can have peace of mind 
knowing the doctors and professionals involved with these services are 
trained to administer high-quality and comprehensive care for termi-
nally ill individuals. As many of our Nation’s veterans age and cope 
with illness, hospice and palliative care can also provide tailored sup-
port to meet the needs of these heroes. 

The Affordable Care Act signed into law this year protects and expands 
hospice services covered under Federal health care programs. Prior to 
its enactment, the prohibition on concurrent care for Federal health 
care programs meant patients could not receive hospice care before 
first discontinuing treatments to cure their disease. The Affordable 
Care Act permanently eliminates this prohibition for children enrolled 
in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program, and creates 
demonstration projects to test how the elimination of the concurrent 
care prohibition would impact Medicare. As a result, fewer children, 
seniors, and families will have to make the heart-rending choice be-
tween coverage that fights an illness and coverage that provides needed 
comfort. 

All Americans should take comfort in the important work of hospice 
care, which enables individuals to carry on their lives, in spite of a ter-
minal illness. During this month, let us recognize those who allow the 
terminally ill to receive comfortable and dignified care. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 2010 as National Hospice Month. I encourage citizens, medical in-
stitutions, government and social service agencies, businesses, non-
profit organizations, and other interested groups to join in activities 
that promote awareness of the important role of hospice care. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
ninth day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8595 of October 29, 2010 

National Native American Heritage Month, 2010 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For millennia before Europeans settled in North America, the indige-
nous peoples of this continent flourished with vibrant cultures and 
were the original stewards of the land. From generation to generation, 
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