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of the United States of America, that, on the day of his interment, the 
flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House 
and upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and 
naval stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in 
the District of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Ter-
ritories and possessions until sunset on such day. I further direct that 
the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the same period at all United 
States embassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, 
including all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
eighth day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8633 of March 1, 2011 

Read Across America Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Hidden in the pages of books are extraordinary worlds and characters 
that can spark creativity and imagination, and unlock the potential that 
lies within each of our children. Reading is the foundation upon which 
all other learning is built, and on Read Across America Day, we reaf-
firm our commitment to supporting America’s next generation of great 
readers. 

Cultivation of basic literacy skills can begin early and in the home. It 
is family who first instills the love of learning in our future leaders by 
engaging children in good reading habits and making reading a fun and 
interactive activity. Regardless of language or literacy level, every adult 
can inspire young people to appreciate the written word early in life. 
Parents and mentors can help build fundamental skills by reading 
aloud to children regularly, discussing the story, and encouraging chil-
dren to ask questions on words or content they do not understand. By 
passing a passion for literature on to our sons and daughters, we pre-
pare them to be lifelong, successful readers, and we provide them with 
an essential skill necessary for academic achievement. 

Teachers also play an integral role in our students’ lives, and educators 
can help prepare our children to meet the challenges of tomorrow by 
making reading a key component of classroom activities. Our Nation’s 
young people rely on the critical thinking and analytical skills gained 
from reading to build other areas of knowledge, including the subjects 
of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. The next genera-
tion’s ability to excel in these disciplines is crucial to America’s 
strength and prosperity in the 21st century. 

Read Across America Day marks the birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, 
better known to the world as Dr. Seuss. Through amusing wordplay 
and engaging tales, his stories have helped generations of young Amer-
icans enjoy reading and sharpen basic reading skills, vital tools for 
their future success. With parents, teachers, and communities working 
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125 STAT. 1976 PROCLAMATION 8634—MAR. 4, 2011 

together, we can ensure reading is a national priority and American 
pastime. By recommitting to improving literacy and raising the expec-
tations we have for our students, for our schools, and for ourselves, we 
will win the future for our children and give every child a chance to 
succeed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
2, 2011, as Read Across America Day. I call upon children, families, 
educators, librarians, public officials, and all the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8634 of March 4, 2011 

National Consumer Protection Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each day, families across America navigate complex financial deci-
sions, from buying a home or car to paying off a loan or using a credit 
card. Consumer education is vital to protecting American families and 
preserving economic health in the United States. When fully informed 
about the potential risks in the marketplace and their rights as con-
sumers, Americans are better able to recognize misinformation, scams, 
and abusive and deceptive practices that can endanger individual eco-
nomic security and erode the prosperity of our communities. 

For more than a decade, National Consumer Protection Week has en-
couraged Americans to make better-informed decisions about saving, 
buying, borrowing, and investing. This year’s theme, ‘‘Your Informa-
tion Destination: www.NCPW.gov,’’ highlights the resources offered by 
Federal agencies and partner organizations that encourage the public to 
manage their money, stay safe online, and understand mortgages and 
other financial transactions. By seeking out this information, families 
can both strengthen the economy and protect themselves from fraudu-
lent behavior. For information and resources, I encourage American 
consumers to visit www.NCPW.gov. 

The Federal Government has an important role to play in safeguarding 
transactions, and my Administration is committed to holding abusive 
companies accountable and shifting the balance of power back to the 
American consumer. I was proud to sign into law the strongest con-
sumer protections in our Nation’s history with the Credit Card Ac-
countability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act (Credit CARD Act) and 
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. One 
of the centerpieces of this financial reform legislation was the creation 
of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which is charged with 
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