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Proclamation 8751 of November 3, 2011 

Veterans Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Today, our Nation comes together to honor our veterans and com-
memorate the legacy of profound service and sacrifice they have 
upheld in pursuit of a more perfect Union. Through their steadfast de-
fense of America’s ideals, our service members have ensured our coun-
try still stands strong, our founding principles still shine, and nations 
around the world know the blessings of freedom. As we offer our sin-
cere appreciation and respect to our veterans, to their families, to those 
who are still in harm’s way, and to those we have laid to rest, let us 
rededicate ourselves to serving them as well as they have served the 
United States of America. 

Our men and women in uniform are bearers of a proud military tradi-
tion that has been dutifully passed forward—from generation to genera-
tion—for more than two centuries. In times of war and peace alike, our 
veterans have served with courage and distinction in the face of tre-
mendous adversity, demonstrating an unfaltering commitment to 
America and our people. Many have made the ultimate sacrifice to pre-
serve the country they loved. The selflessness of our service members 
is unmatched, and they remind us that there are few things more fun-
damentally American than doing our utmost to make a difference in 
the lives of others. 

Just as our veterans stood watch on freedom’s frontier, so have they 
safeguarded the prosperity of our Nation in our neighborhoods, our 
businesses, and our homes. As teachers and engineers, doctors and par-
ents, these patriots have made contributions to civilian life that serve 
as a testament to their dedication to the welfare of our country. We 
owe them a debt of honor, and it is our moral obligation to ensure they 
receive our support for as long as they live as proud veterans of the 
United States Armed Forces. This year, as our troops in Iraq complete 
their mission, we will honor them and all who serve by working tire-
lessly to give them the care, the benefits, and the opportunities they 
have earned. 

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to our veterans, to the fallen, and to 
their families. To honor their contributions to our Nation, let us strive 
with renewed determination to keep the promises we have made to all 
who have answered our country’s call. As we fulfill our obligations to 
them, we keep faith with the patriots who have risked their lives to 
preserve our Union, and with the ideals of service and sacrifice upon 
which our Republic was founded. 

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service 
members have made to the cause of peace and freedom around the 
world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 
of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor our 
Nation’s veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2011, as Veterans 
Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of 
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125 STAT. 2143 PROCLAMATION 8752—NOV. 8, 2011 

our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private pray-
ers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of 
the United States and to participate in patriotic activities in their com-
munities. I call on all Americans, including civic and fraternal organi-
zations, places of worship, schools, and communities to support this 
day with commemorative expressions and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day 
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8752 of November 8, 2011 

World Freedom Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On November 9, 1989, the German people broke through a barrier that 
divided their nation, demonstrating no wall is strong enough to hold 
back the rising tide of human liberty. There could be no clearer rebuke 
of tyranny, nor a stronger affirmation of freedom. On World Freedom 
Day, we commemorate the fall of the Berlin Wall, celebrate the resil-
ience of the human spirit, and stand with all those who live in the 
darkness of oppression and believe in the hope of a brighter day. 

This pivotal moment in the global march toward liberty heralded a 
new era in Europe and around the world. Today, we once again find 
ourselves at a crossroads of history as a wave of democratic movements 
sweeps away oppressive dictatorships in the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

Just as the United States supported the aspirations of those who 
emerged from behind the Iron Curtain, we continue to stand with all 
who seek their universal rights and reach for a future that offers dig-
nity, justice, equality, personal freedom, and greater economic oppor-
tunity. Recent developments in the Middle East and North Africa re-
mind us that the pursuit of liberty endures. As people around the 
world embrace the cause of human freedom, they take steps toward a 
more stable and prosperous future. 

Today, we pay tribute to the brave individuals who, despite all risks, 
tear down barriers that obstruct democracy and justice for all. Let us 
keep in our thoughts those who still live under totalitarian regimes, 
and let us honor their courage to hold fast to the promise of a better 
future. On World Freedom Day, we renew our commitment to all who 
believe—even in the face of cynicism, doubt, and oppression—that 
walls truly can come down. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 9, 2011, as World Freedom Day. I call upon the people of the 
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