
83 STAT. ] PROCLAMATION 3900_MAR. 17, 1969 935 

are doing all we can to assure their full participation in the adventures 
of our time and in the affluence of our society. 

The continuing theme for this special month is MEETING THE 
CHALLENGE OF THE LATER YEARS. This year, particular 
emphasis will be given to the concept of PARTNERSHIP in meeting 
that challenge: partnership among all levels of government, partner
ship with voluntary organizations, and partnership among Americans 
of all ages. In addition, the Federal Government's Administration on 
Aging, in cooperation with the National Safety Council, will conduct 
an action program on accident prevention and safety for the older 
generation. 

The concerns we express during this special month should also 
guide us throughout the year. For there is still much pioneering work 
to be done, work in which all age groups must join as full partners. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the month of May 1969 
as Senior Citizens Month. 

I invite the Governors of all the States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the officers of the Federal, State, and local governments, 
the heads of voluntary and private groups, and all Americans every
where to join in this observance. I ur^e them to find suitable means for 
expressing appreciation to older citizens, for encouraging their con
tinued and expanded activity, and for meeting the special needs of 
the frail and the poor and the lonely among them. 

I especially invite the older citizens of this Nation to use this month 
as a time for reexamining the social role which they are playing and 
the conditions under which they live. And I ask them to share their con
clusions and recommendations with their countrymen. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
seventeenth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of Amer
ica the one hundred and ninety-third. 

(jhj^^^Kjy^ 

Proclamation 3900 
NATIONAL DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION DAY AND NATIONAL 

TRANSPORTATION WEEK, 1969 

By the President of the United States of America March 17, i969 

A Proclamation 

America's transportation network is an example of democracy at 
work. Through the years the public and private sectors have joined 
hands and minds to plan, construct, maintain, and operate vast high
way, air, water, rail, and pipeline transport systems. 

Today, more than one hundred million private vehicles travel on 
public ways. And tomorrow—probably within the few years remaining 
in this century—the total system will need to double today's capacity 
if it is to carry the projected numbers of people and volume of goods. 

Transportation makes all other industries possible. It takes grain 
to the mills, raw materials to the factories, finished products to the 
market; it must be designed to give our citizens the mobility they 
need. Our commerce and culture depend on a revitalized transportation 
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industry to end congestion and delay and to prepare for the burgeoning 
demands of the future. 

To give public recognition to this great industry—to focus attention 
upon its contributions and the challenges it faces—the Congress, by a 
joint resolution approved May 16, 1957 (71 Stat. 30), has requested 
the President to proclaim annually the third Friday of May of each 
year as National Defense Transportation Day, and by a joint resolu
tion approved May 14,1962 (76 Stat. 69), has requested the President 
to proclaim annually the week of May in which that Friday falls as 
National Transportation Week, as a tribute to the men and women, 
who night and day, move our goods and our people throughout the 
land and around the world. 

NOW, T H E E E F O E E , I , K I C H A E D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Friday, May 16, 1969, 
as National Defense Transportation Day, and the week beginning 
May 11,1969, as National Transportation Week. 

I urge our people to participate with representatives of the trans
portation industry, our armed services, and other governmental 
agencies in the observance of these occasions through appropriate 
ceremonies. 

I also invite the Governors of the States to provide for the observ
ance of National Defense Transportation Day and National Transpor
tation Week in a way that will give the citizens of each community 
the opportunity to recognize and appreciate fully the vital role our 
great and modern transportation system plays in their lives and in 
the defense of the Nation. 

; IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
seventeenth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and ninety-third. '- ' 
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Proclamation 3901 
WORLD TRADE WEEK, 1969 

March 18,1969 By the President of the United States of America 
*AJ40frAi^ I'A I j y A Proclamation 

There is a clear interrelationship between America's economic health 
and that of the rest of the world. I t follows from this that the cause 
of stability and peace is served by the advancement of free-flowing 
world trade. 

The United States works closely with other nations to promote the 
expansion of trade on an equitable basis in the world market. Our 
national trade policy supports the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade and other international institutions that seek new ways to fa
cilitate the fair exchange of goods between nations. By reducing bar
riers to trade the United States and its trading partners have con
tributed to the growth of the world economy. 

As we work toward freer trade, we recognize that our greatest 
strength lies in the traditional competitive urge of American business 
and labor. As their international efforts increase their earnings, the 
nation benefits from a strengthened dollar position and an improved 
balance of payments. 
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