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sixty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred and ninety-third. 
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Proclamation 3913 
WHITE CANE SAFETY DAY, 1969 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

That blindness is a tragedy is known to all men. That courage and 
determination can help the blind to transcend that tragedy is not nearly 
as well known. 

A symbol of the blind person's determination to help himself and to 
live a normal life is the white cane. More than a travelmg aid for blind 
people, the familiar white cane has become—^to those who can see—a 
reminder of the tremendous strides which have been made by the blind 
in adjusting to the world of sight. 

A blind man or woman using a white cane can travel with greater 
confidence and safety on the Nation's streets. This confidence is re
flected in other activities, such as education and employment, where 
the blind can make needed and highly valued contributions. Thus, 
the white cane helps the blind person to help himself by increasing 
the range of his activities. 

To make our citizens more fully aware of the significance of the 
white cane, and of the need for motorists to exercise caution and 
courtesy when approaching its bearer, the Congress, by a joint resolu
tion, approved October 6, 1964 (78 Stat. 1003), has authorized the 
President to issue annually a proclamation designating October 15 
as White Cane Safety Day. 

NOW, T H E E E F O E E , I , R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1969, as 
White Cane Safety Day. 

I urge all Americans to observe this day by increasing their under
standing of the problems of the blind, learning more about the ac
complishments of the blind, and seeking ways in which the blind may 
add even more than they already have to their own personal fulfill
ment and to the progress of our Nation. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 20th 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and ninety-third. 

May 20, 1969 

36 u s e 169d. 
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Proclamation 3914 

HELEN KELLER MEMORIAL WEEK 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Deaf-blind people are isolated from our world by formidable com
munications barriers. Yet, we know that pioneering social concern and 
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the released genius of Helen Keller united to penetrate those barriers 
and produce a person who symbolized the vast potential resource of 
severely handicapped human beings. Miss Keller became an American 
ambassador-at-large to the world because she was unexcelled in inter
preting the Nation's philosophy of respect for the unique inherent 
qualities of each individual. 

Her recognition of this philosophy was never more eloquently 
expressed than when she said: "What I am, my country has made me. 
She has fostered the spirit which has made my education possible." 
At the same time, Helen Keller was deeply aware that she was miracu
lously fortunate to have been discovered by persons who were able to 
give her the priceless gift of language, which was what she needed to 
light up her extraordinary mind. 

As the years passed. Miss Keller became increasingly concerned with 
those persons who were deprived of sight and hearing. Her later 
years were dedicated almost entirely to providing the deaf-blind with 
the kind of opportunities which had yielded such great benefit for her. 

I t is, therefore, fitting that we designate, as a memorial to Helen 
Keller, one week during which ŵ e may give special thought to the 
needs of our countrymen who are handicapped by the loss of sight and 
hearing. The minds of these people are forever imprisoned unless we 
muster every available resource to reach and rehabilitate them. Attain
ing this goal requires not only the use of such special techniques as lip 
reading, manual alphabet, and braille materials but the concern and 
commitment of all of us to let these people know they are a vital part 
of our society. 

NOW, T H E R E F O E E , I , R I C H A E D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, in consonance with Senate Joint Resolution 

Ante, p. 11. 99^ ^Q hereby designate the week beginning June 1, 1969, as Helen 
Keller Memorial Week. 

I invite appropriate officers of the Federal, State, and local govern
ments, the heads of voluntary and private groups, and all Americans 
everywhere to join in this observance. I urge them to find suitable 
means for expressing determination to cultivate a public understanding 
and sentiment in behalf of deaf-blind people and to devise a dynamic 
pattern for continuing their education, welfare and rehabilitation. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 29th 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-third. 
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Proclamation 3915 
D-DAY TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY DAY 

•̂ ŷ 3̂ ' ^̂ ^̂  By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Twenty-five years ago on June 6, Allied Forces under the leadership 
of Dwight David Eisenhower, made a successful landing on the 
beaches of Normandy. What happened on that day—and in the days 
and months immediately following—is now part of the acts of valor 
which have been the inspiration and often the salvation of Western 
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