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year. A total of over $32 billion a year is being poured into the American 
economy directly and indirectly by waterfront activities in our national 
port system. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, in order to remind Americans of the impor
tance of the port industry of the United States to our national life, do 
hereby designate the week beginning on the last Sunday in September 
as National Port Week. I ask that public attention be directed to the 
important role our Nation's ports play in the American economy through 
appropriate activities and ceremonies. I also ask that all ships in 
United States ports during that week dress ship in tribute to our port 
industry. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4266 • February 7, 1974 

National Inventors' Day, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Curiosity and creativity are hallmarks of the American character and 
nowhere are those traits more evident than in the American inventor. 
From the days of Benjamin Franklin to the present, whether they have 
worked in garages or multi-million dollar laboratories, inventors have 
given us an increasingly broad array of labor-saving devices as well as 
new methods of improving our personal comfort, new methods of trans
portation, and new means of enjoying our culture. Indeed, they have 
given us the means of converting our Nation's great natural abundance 
into a better life for all Americans. 

Our history is filled with the stories of men who have worked in loneli
ness—and sometimes in spite of the laughter of men of lesser vision—in 
order to perfect ideas that have transformed our civilization. At the heart 
of all our great technological advances, and of all our industrial and 
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commercial enterprises in communications, technology, medicine, and 
many other fields, lies the dream and the ingenuity of the inventor. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, in honor of the important role played by in
ventors in promoting progress in the useful arts and in recognition of the 
invaluable contribution of inventors to the welfare of our people, desig
nate February 11, 1974, as National Inventors' Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to join in observing National Inventors' Day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities honoring the important role 
played by inventors in promoting progress in useful arts and in recogni
tion of their invaluable contribution to our welfare. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh 
day of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4267 • February 7, 1974 

Save Your Vision Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Most of us, rarely, pause to think about how or why we see. Many 
of us give little thought to the care of our eyes. But the importance of 
good vision cannot be overstated. Even though most people retain effec
tive vision throughout their lives, eyesight can deteriorate at any moment. 

Yet within our grasp is the knowledge and means to help us combat 
even very serious vision problems. This is possible because of the skills 
of our Nation's optometrists, opthalmologists, opticians, and allied health 
professionals as well as the Nation's scientists who conduct research on 
vision problems assisted by Federal support from the National Eye Insti
tute and by many private organizations. 

To focus the Nation's attention on the importance of good vision and 
upon ways of preserving and improving it, the Congress by a joint resolu-

36 use 169a. ^{Q^ approvcd December 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 629), requested the Presi-
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