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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth 
day of March in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4275 • March 18, 1974 

American Forestry Week and World Forestry Day, 1974 

By the President of the United States of Arnerica 

A Proclamation 

Since the first settlers moved onto this continent centuries ago, 
America's forests have been one of our greatest resources. But no resource 
is inexhaustible. Only wise conservation and measured use can preserve 
our country's forest heritage. 

One-third of the Nation's land area is still covered with forests. They 
contribute heavily to the economy and to our high standard^of living by 
providing one-fifth of the industrial raw materials of the Nation. More
over, our forests have long provided much more than raw materials. 
They are a source of water for domestic and commercial use; they 
provide homes and food for wildlife, and forage for livestock; and they 
have become America's outdoor playground, a haven for campers, 
hikers, hunters and fishermen. 

It is only fitting that every spring we renew our commitment to the 
preservation of this priceless heritage. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States, do hereby call on all Americans to observe the week of 
March 17 through 23, 1974, as 'American Forestry Week," with 
activities and ceremonies that recognize the full range of contributions 
of forests and forestry to the past, to the present, and to the future of 
America. In conjunction with this commemoration, I ask that we join 
with other Nations of the world in recognizing March 21, 1974, as 
"World Forestry Day," an activity sponsored by the European Federa
tion of Agriculture and endorsed by the Food and Agriculture Organi
zation of the United Nations. 



2460 PROCLAMATION 4276-MAR. 21, 1974 [88 STAT. 

To this end, I am directing the Secretary of Agriculture to instruct the 
Chief of the Forest Service to work with all organizations, institutions, 
groups, and individuals interested in carrying out appropriate activities 
in joint recognition of "American Forestry Week" and "World Forestry 
Day." 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
eighteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-eighth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4276 • March 21, 1974 

Armed Forces Day\ 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Through their vigilance and fortitude, our Armed Forces have pre
served our independence as a Nation. Today they serve as the bulwark 
of our freedom as we strive for lasting world peace. 

The responsibility of the more than 2 million fine men and women in 
the Armed Forces of the United States is an awesome one and, in doing 
their duty, they exemplify the spirit, courage and patriotism that have 
made America a great Nation. 

It is particularly fitting that we should recognize their sacrifices today, 
at a time when the prospect for a future free of war is the brightest in 
years. We must never forget that it is those who wear our country's 
uniform who have made this prospect possible. 

Having defended us in time of war, they stand today as guardians of 
an honorable peace. Honor and gratitude are their due from this genera
tion of Americans and from generations yet unborn. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim the third Saturday of each May 
as Armed Forces Day. 
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