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Proclamation 4299 • July 9, 1974 

World Population Year, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One of the most pressing challenges in the last third of the twentieth 
century is to find ways of meeting the basic needs of the world's burgeon
ing population. 

The causes of population growth are well known: death rates have 
been cut dramatically by welcome advances in medical science and 
health services while birth rates have not declined. As a result, accord
ing to estimates by the United Nations, some 80 million people will be 
added to the world's population this year and, if current trends con
tinue, the world's total population of more than 3.8 billion could double 
by the first decade of the twenty-first century. 

While the causes are clear, the solutions are not. Many tough choices 
will have to be made. The United States has no interest in imposing 
solutions upon other countries, but it does seek to help in a way which 
maintains our traditional respect for human freedom and dignity. The 
concern of all nations should remain with the human and physical en
vironment of all of our fellow men and in seeking together ways in which 
mankind can discover new paths to partnership and progress. 

As many of the developing countries have already discovered, it is 
urgent that acceptable solutions be found to this challenge. The United 
Nations has designated 1974 as World Population Year, and has called 
upon all governments and peoples to participate in its observance. In 
August of this year, the United Nations will convene a World Population 
Conference in Bucharest, Romania. The United States Government 
welcomes the declaration of World Population Year as an historic op
portunity for all nations to study their own and world patterns of popu
lation growth and distribution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate and proclaim the year 
1974 as World Population Year in the United States. I call upon the 
Congress and officials of our Federal, State and local governments, edu
cational institutions, religious bodies, private organizations, the infor
mation media, and the people of the United States generally to join this 
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year in promoting a better understanding of the magnitude and con
sequences of world population growth and its relation to the quality of 
human life and in renewing our commitment to human dignity and 
social justice. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-ninth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4300 • July 9, 1974 

United Nations Day, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Americans are increasingly aware of the interdependence of all na
tions, large and small. We, our allies, and our adversaries are increas
ingly aware that many of the problems which affect us mutually can 
only be solved within a global context. It is with this fact in mind that 
we observe United Nations Day on October 24, 1974. The relevance 
and promise of this forum have been demonstrated repeatedly during 
the past year. True to its Charter, the United Nations has made historic 
contributions to the peace of the world. 

We are all grateful to the Secretary General of the United Nations, 
to the Security Council, and to the United Nations Emergency Force 
for their part in halting the fighting in the Middle East, hopefully open
ing the way for a lasting settlement there. 

We are grateful, too, for the United Nations' initiatives in fostering 
global economic and social progress. In the wake of the world energy 
crisis, the General Assembly and other United Nations bodies have 
turned their attentions to the problems of raw materials and develop
ment. The pioneering Law of the Sea Conference, in which all nations 
are represented, has convened to address the complex questions of 
regulating human activities on the high seas and protecting the marine 
environment. The United Nations is preparing now for Conferences 
later this year on World Food and on World Population. Both will address 
basic problems affecting the very quality of life on this planet. 

By these endeavors, the United Nations manifests vividly its unique 
role as the one international instrument of action to which virtually all 
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