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Proclamation 4305 • ' July 31, 1974 

National Forest Products Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

During the decades ahead, as our population continues to grow and 
we continue to maintain our high standard of Hving, demands for wood 
products will increase dramatically. 

We can meet those demands. In contrast to the specter of shrinking 
energy and mineral resources, supplies of timber can be increased. It 
takes millions of years for the earth to create just one drop of oil or an 
ounce of metal ore. But foresters can plant seedlings today that will grow 
into harvestable trees in 10 to 40 years. 

Timber is one of the few renewable resources, with the added advan
tages of being disposable, recyclable, inexpensive, durable, and plentiful. 
Under intensive management, our forests can produce more than twice 
the volume of timber being grown today. 

Improving our knowledge of the growth, harvesting, and use of wood 
will require the continued cooperation of Federal and State forestry pro
grams, the forest products industry, private forest landowners, and all 
who care about the conservation and prudent use of our forest resources. 
I am confident that as a result of this cooperative effort, wood and forest 
products will remain readily available at reasonable cost to the American 
public. 

In order to give further recognition and emphasis to the importance 
of forest resources and forest products to the Nation, the Congress has 

36 use 163. by a joint resolution of September 13, 1960 (74 Stat. 898) designated 
the seven-day period beginning on the third Sunday of October in each 
year as National Forest Products Week, and has requested the President 
to issue an annual proclamation calling for the observance of that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby call upon the people of the United 
States to observe the week beginning October 20, 1974, as National 
Forest Products Week, with activities and ceremonies designed to direct 
public attention toward and demonstrate our gratitude for the forest 
resources with which we have been so abundantly blessed and for their 
contributions to our material, emotional, and spiritual well-being. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-
first day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-ninth. 

RICHARD NIXON 

Proclamation 4306 • August 5, 1974 

United States Customs ISSth Anniversary Year 

By the President of the United States of America 

A P roc l ama t ion 

July 31, 1974, marked the one hundred eighty-fifth anniversary of the 
signing by President George Washington of legislation establishing a 
United States Customs Service. The first customs officers began to collect 
the revenue and enforce the Tariff Act of July 4, 1789, on August 1, i stat. 24. 
1789. Since then, the customhouse and the customs officer have stood as 
symbols of national pride and sovereignty at ports of entry along the land 
and sea borders of our country. 

Customs and related duties collected by the Department of the Treas
ury provided the principal revenues for the young Republic and assured 
its financial stability, from 1789 until the 20th century. 

As the 200th birthday of our Nation approaches, it is especially appro
priate that we recognize and salute the historic contributions made to the 
growth of our Republic by the United States Customs Service. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RICHARD NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the year 1974 as United 
States Customs 185th Anniversary Year; and I call upon the United 
States Customs Service, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to plan and participate in appropriate observances recognizing 
the revenue collection and law enforcement contributions of the Customs 
Service to the general welfare and economic stability of the Nation. 

I also call upon appropriate community organizations to cooperate 
with the Customs Service in recognizing 185 years of mutually beneficial 
relationships. 
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