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On this occasion, let us all recognize the achievements of those who have 
overcome visual disability and blindness to lead independent, productive, and fulfill
ing lives. At the same time, let us all resolve to increase our awareness of the needs 
of visually handicapped people and observe those courtesies which enable them to 
move about safely and without needless constraint. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America, the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4584 • August 8, 1978 

Notional Aviotion Year and Wright Brothers Day, 1978 

* * By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

This year, 1978, is the diamond jubilee anniversary of aviation. Seventy-five 
years ago on December 17, at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, the Wright Brothers 
launched man into the age of powered flight. The magnitude of the heritage of 
Orville and Wilbur Wright is heroic. The significance of their achievement to men 
and women everywhere is profound. 

At 10:30 in the morning on that cold and windy day Orville, aboard his fragile 
"Wright Flyer," was driven aloft by a four cylinder 12 horsepower engine also 
ingeniously fashioned by the two brothers. This first successful flight in a heavier-
than-air powered aircraft lasted but 12 seconds and covered a distance of only 120 
feet. 

In the seventy-five years since that historic flight, the science of aeronautics and 
the prowess of American industry have combined to make aviation a giant among 
the Nation's transportation and communications systems. Air transportation has 
become the prime public carrier between American cities and to international 
points. And the movement of cargo, especially perishable goods, life saving pharma
ceuticals and other high-priority items important to the public welfare and com
merce, has become largely dependent upon the speed, efficiency and safety of air 
transport. 

Aviation today is one of America's greatest enterprises and among its largest 
employers; a major contributor in the social and cultural enhancement of the 
American public and, in the international arena, an instrument of signal importance 
in the deterrence of aggression and as a mighty defender of peace. 

THEREFORE, in this 75th anniversary year of powered flight, I, JIMMY 
CARTER, President of the United States of America, do hereby designate the year 
1978, diamond jubilee anniversary of powered flight, as National Aviation Year. And 
further, 

Fo commemorate the historic achievements of the Wright Brothers, the Con
gress, by jomt resolution of December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402, 36 U.S.C. 169). 
designated the seventeenth day of December of each year as Wright Brothers Day 
and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of 
the United States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby call upon the people of this Nation, and their local and national 
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govemmeni otTicials, to observe Wright Brothers Day, December 17, 1978, with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities, both to recall the accomplishments of the 
Wright Brothers and to provide a stimulus to aviation in this country and through
out the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto <;et my hand this eighth day of 
August, in the year of o>^^ Lord nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of the Inde
pendence of the Unite .. :^iates of America the two hundred and third. 

JIMMY CARTER 

Proclamation 4585 • August 17,1978 

National Hispanic Heritage Week, 1978 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The Hispanic heritage of 16 million Americans is an essential part of our 
identity as a nation, and of our role as a leader among nations. As we reflect upon 
the countless historical, cultural, and scientific contributions that Hispanics have 
made to the development of our country, 1 want to reaffirm my commitment to 
ensuring the full participation of our Hispanic citizens in all levels of our society and 
government. 

Americans have had a unique opportunity to appreciate the values of a broad 
diversity of cultures and the contribution each makes to our democratic and pluralis
tic society. 

As we reach beyond our national borders to advocate the cause of human 
rights, we must increasingly look to our own Hispanic community as one of our 
primary sources of advice and counsel, particularly in the development of our 
relations with other nations of the western hemisphere. 

Our Hispanic community is an integral element in the domestic life of our own 
nation, as well as in our continuing international effort to build understanding, 
mutual respect, and common purpose with all Hispanic nations. 

In recognition of our Hispanic heritage, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved September 17, 1968 (36 U.S.C. 1691), has requested the President to issue 
annually a proclamation designating the week including September 15 and 16 as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 10, 1978, as National 
Hispanic Heritage Week. I call upon all Americans to take this occasion to reflect on 
the influence of Hispanic culture in our land, and to consider how each of us can be 
more responsive to the concerns of Hispanics. 

As we observe National Hispanic Heritage Week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities, I call upon all Federal, State and community agencies, all business 
and professional leaders, educators, the clergy, and the communications media to 
join with me in launching new Hispanic initiatives that will assure the full participa
tion of Hispanic Americans in every sector of American life, at every level of 
leadership, and guarantee that the human and civil rights of Hispanics, other 
minorities and, indeed, all citizens of our country are fully protected under the law. 

.\s part of this weeks activities I have asked many of my Hispanic appointees to 
hold town meetings in areas of concentrated Hispanic population. These meetings 
will help define the problems and concerns shared by Hispanics across our nation. 
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