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Proclamation 4827 of March 20,1981 

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Since its first observance fifty years ago, Pan American Day has served as 
an annual reminder of the common ideals of the nations of this hemisphere, 
further strengthening our peoples' bonds. 

Commitment to such common goals among nations is an example for the 
world. Such cooperation has as its first priority the resolution of differences 
through peaceful conciliation and arbitration. The Organization of Ameri
can States has provided a valuable framework for such progress to be 
made. 

Through increased awareness and mutual cooperation, the Pan American 
nations strive to promote peace and stability in the region, as well as eco
nomic, social and cultural development. Pan American Day commemorates 
the voluntary cooperation of our countries in achieving solidarity of pur
pose while maintaining individuality of culture and tradition. 

On this Pan American Day of 1981, the people of the United States extend 
warm greetings to their neighbors in the Americas, and reaffirm their com
mitment to the spirit of solidarity, the ideals and purposes of the Inter-
American system, and their active support of the Organization of American 
States. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, April 14, 1981, as Pan American 
Day, and the week beginning on April 12, 1981, as Pan American Week; 
and I urge the Governors of the fifty States, and the Governor of the Com
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of the other areas under the flag of 
the United States of America to honor these observances with appropriate 
activities and ceremonies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of 
March in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred fifth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4828 of March 20,1981 

Cancer Control Month 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

This year an estimated 805,000 Americans will be diagnosed as having 
cancer. About 134,000 cancer patients will die who might have been saved 
by earlier diagnosis and prompt treatment. 
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While cancer is often called the disease Americans fear most, it is also 
now one of the most manageable chronic diseases in our country. We are 
approaching the day when, through surgery, chemotherapy and radiothera
py, half of the most serious forms of cancer can be cured. 

Although we still face an enormous struggle in treating this disease, we 
must reaffirm today our ultimate goal—the cure of all those struck by this 
dread disease. 

In addition to improving treatment for cancer patients, we must also reduce 
the incidence of this disease. In view of increasing evidence that a majority 
of cancers are related to environment and life-style, the major effort of Fed
eral research today is in these areas. 

Vigorous cancer research, directed to both treatment and prevention, must 
continue. All of us look to the day when this disease has been eradicated 
as a major threat to American lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of April 1981 as Cancer Control 
Month, and I invite the Governors of the States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all other areas under the 
United States flag to issue similar proclamations. 

To give emphasis to this serious problem and to encourage the determina
tion of the American people to meet it, I also ask the medical and health 
professions, the communications industries, and all other interested persons 
and groups to unite during this appointed time in public reaffirmation of our 
Nation's abiding commitment to control cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 20th day of 
March in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4829 of March 23,1981 

Small Business Week, 1981 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Two centuries ago in this country, small business owners—the merchants, 
the builders, the traders—rebelled against excessive taxation and govern
ment interference and helped found this Nation. Today we are working to 
bring about another revolution, this time against the intolerable burdens in
flation, over-regulation, and over-taxation have placed upon the Nation's 12 
million small businesses, which provide the livelihood for more than 100 
million of our people. 

To revitahze the Nation, we must stimulate small business growth and op
portunity. Small business accounts for over 60 percent of our jobs, half of 
our business output, and at least half of the innovations that keep Ameri
can industry strong. The imagination, skills, and willingness of small busi
ness men and women to take necessary risks symbolize the free enterprise 
foundation of the American economy and must be encouraged. 
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