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‘‘(3) 75 percent of associated expenses described in 
subsections (f)(3), (f)(4), and (f)(5) of this section.’’ 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–390, § 205(c), added subsec. (c) 

and struck out heading and text of former subsec. (c) 
which provided that, upon a determination that the 
public welfare would not be best served by repairing, 
restoring, reconstructing, or replacing either a public 
facility or a private nonprofit facility, an election 
could be made to receive, in lieu of a contribution 
under subsec. (a), a contribution of not to exceed 90 per-
cent of the Federal share of the Federal estimate of the 
cost of repairing, restoring, reconstructing, or replac-
ing the facility and of associated expenses, with the re-
striction that such funds not be used for any State or 
local government cost-sharing contribution required 
under this chapter. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 106–390, § 205(d)(1), added subsec. 
(e) and struck out heading and text of former subsec. 
(e). Text read as follows: 

‘‘(1) GENERAL RULE.—For purposes of this section, the 
cost of repairing, restoring, reconstructing, or replac-
ing a public facility or private nonprofit facility on the 
basis of the design of such facility as it existed imme-
diately prior to the major disaster and in conformity 
with current applicable codes, specifications, and 
standards (including floodplain management and haz-
ard mitigation criteria required by the President or by 
the Coastal Barrier Resources Act (16 U.S.C. 3501 et 
seq.)) shall, at a minimum, be treated as the net eligi-
ble cost of such repair, restoration, reconstruction, or 
replacement. 

‘‘(2) SPECIAL RULE.—In any case in which the facility 
being repaired, restored, reconstructed, or replaced 
under this section was under construction on the date 
of the major disaster, the cost of repairing, restoring, 
reconstructing, or replacing such facility shall include, 
for purposes of this section, only those costs which, 
under the contract for such construction, are the own-
er’s responsibility and not the contractor’s responsibil-
ity.’’ 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106–390, § 205(e), struck out subsec. 
(f) which set out various associated expenses, including 
necessary and extraordinary costs, and costs of using 
the National Guard and prison labor. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Administrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency’’ and ‘‘Administrator’’ substituted for 
‘‘Director of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’’ and ‘‘Director’’, respectively, in subsecs. 
(c)(1)(C)(ii), (2)(C)(ii), (d)(1), and (e)(3)(A) on authority 
of section 612(c) of Pub. L. 109–295, set out as a note 
under section 313 of Title 6, Domestic Security. Any 
reference to the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency in title VI of Pub. L. 109–295 
or an amendment by title VI to be considered to refer 
and apply to the Director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency until Mar. 31, 2007, see section 
612(f)(2) of Pub. L. 109–295, set out as a note under sec-
tion 313 of Title 6. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–390, title II, § 205(d)(2), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 
Stat. 1566, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
paragraph (1) [amending this section] takes effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 30, 2000] and 
applies to funds appropriated after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, except that paragraph (1) of sec-
tion 406(e) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act [subsec. (e)(1) of this sec-
tion] (as amended by paragraph (1)) takes effect on the 
date on which the cost estimation procedures estab-
lished under paragraph (3) of that section take effect.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-

gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 5173. Debris removal 

(a) Presidential authority 

The President, whenever he determines it to 
be in the public interest, is authorized— 

(1) through the use of Federal departments, 
agencies, and instrumentalities, to clear de-
bris and wreckage resulting from a major dis-
aster from publicly and privately owned lands 
and waters; and 

(2) to make grants to any State or local gov-
ernment or owner or operator of a private non-
profit facility for the purpose of removing de-
bris or wreckage resulting from a major disas-
ter from publicly or privately owned lands and 
waters. 

(b) Authorization by State or local government; 
indemnification agreement 

No authority under this section shall be exer-
cised unless the affected State or local govern-
ment shall first arrange an unconditional au-
thorization for removal of such debris or wreck-
age from public and private property, and, in the 
case of removal of debris or wreckage from pri-
vate property, shall first agree to indemnify the 
Federal Government against any claim arising 
from such removal. 

(c) Rules relating to large lots 

The President shall issue rules which provide 
for recognition of differences existing among 
urban, suburban, and rural lands in implementa-
tion of this section so as to facilitate adequate 
removal of debris and wreckage from large lots. 

(d) Federal share 

The Federal share of assistance under this sec-
tion shall be not less than 75 percent of the eli-
gible cost of debris and wreckage removal car-
ried out under this section. 

(e) Expedited payments 

(1) Grant assistance 

In making a grant under subsection (a)(2), 
the President shall provide not less than 50 
percent of the President’s initial estimate of 
the Federal share of assistance as an initial 
payment in accordance with paragraph (2). 

(2) Date of payment 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
estimate described in paragraph (1) and not 
later than 90 days after the date on which the 
State or local government or owner or opera-
tor of a private nonprofit facility applies for 
assistance under this section, an initial pay-
ment described in paragraph (1) shall be paid. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title IV, § 407, formerly § 403, May 
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 154; renumbered § 407 and 
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amended Pub. L. 100–707, title I, § 106(c), Nov. 23, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4701; Pub. L. 109–347, title VI, § 610, 
Oct. 13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1942.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 407 of Pub. L. 93–288 was renumbered 
section 410 by Pub. L. 100–707 and is classified to section 
5177 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–347 added subsec. (e). 
1988—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 100–707, § 106(c)(2), in-

serted ‘‘or owner or operator of a private nonprofit fa-
cility’’ after ‘‘local government’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 100–707, § 106(c)(3), added sub-
secs. (c) and (d). 

§ 5174. Federal assistance to individuals and 
households 

(a) In general 

(1) Provision of assistance 

In accordance with this section, the Presi-
dent, in consultation with the Governor of a 
State, may provide financial assistance, and, 
if necessary, direct services, to individuals and 
households in the State who, as a direct result 
of a major disaster, have necessary expenses 
and serious needs in cases in which the indi-
viduals and households are unable to meet 
such expenses or needs through other means. 

(2) Relationship to other assistance 

Under paragraph (1), an individual or house-
hold shall not be denied assistance under para-
graph (1), (3), or (4) of subsection (c) of this 
section solely on the basis that the individual 
or household has not applied for or received 
any loan or other financial assistance from 
the Small Business Administration or any 
other Federal agency. 

(b) Housing assistance 

(1) Eligibility 

The President may provide financial or 
other assistance under this section to individ-
uals and households to respond to the disaster- 
related housing needs of individuals and 
households who are displaced from their 
predisaster primary residences or whose 
predisaster primary residences are rendered 
uninhabitable, or with respect to individuals 
with disabilities, rendered inaccessible or un-
inhabitable, as a result of damage caused by a 
major disaster. 

(2) Determination of appropriate types of as-
sistance 

(A) In general 

The President shall determine appropriate 
types of housing assistance to be provided 
under this section to individuals and house-
holds described in subsection (a)(1) of this 
section based on considerations of cost effec-
tiveness, convenience to the individuals and 
households, and such other factors as the 
President may consider appropriate. 

(B) Multiple types of assistance 

One or more types of housing assistance 
may be made available under this section, 
based on the suitability and availability of 
the types of assistance, to meet the needs of 

individuals and households in the particular 
disaster situation. 

(c) Types of housing assistance 

(1) Temporary housing 

(A) Financial assistance 

(i) In general 

The President may provide financial as-
sistance to individuals or households to 
rent alternate housing accommodations, 
existing rental units, manufactured hous-
ing, recreational vehicles, or other readily 
fabricated dwellings. Such assistance may 
include the payment of the cost of utili-
ties, excluding telephone service. 

(ii) Amount 

The amount of assistance under clause 
(i) shall be based on the fair market rent 
for the accommodation provided plus the 
cost of any transportation, utility hook-
ups, security deposits, or unit installation 
not provided directly by the President. 

(B) Direct assistance 

(i) In general 

The President may provide temporary 
housing units, acquired by purchase or 
lease, directly to individuals or households 
who, because of a lack of available housing 
resources, would be unable to make use of 
the assistance provided under subpara-
graph (A). 

(ii) Period of assistance 

The President may not provide direct as-
sistance under clause (i) with respect to a 
major disaster after the end of the 18- 
month period beginning on the date of the 
declaration of the major disaster by the 
President, except that the President may 
extend that period if the President deter-
mines that due to extraordinary circum-
stances an extension would be in the pub-
lic interest. 

(iii) Collection of rental charges 

After the end of the 18-month period re-
ferred to in clause (ii), the President may 
charge fair market rent for each tem-
porary housing unit provided. 

(2) Repairs 

(A) In general 

The President may provide financial as-
sistance for— 

(i) the repair of owner-occupied private 
residences, utilities, and residential infra-
structure (such as a private access route) 
damaged by a major disaster to a safe and 
sanitary living or functioning condition; 
and 

(ii) eligible hazard mitigation measures 
that reduce the likelihood of future dam-
age to such residences, utilities, or infra-
structure. 

(B) Relationship to other assistance 

A recipient of assistance provided under 
this paragraph shall not be required to show 
that the assistance can be met through 
other means, except insurance proceeds. 
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