
1926 Oct. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

essing within the Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA). This will help SSA improve the
quality of service to millions of Americans.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
September 30, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4606, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–333. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 1.

Statement on Signing the District of
Columbia Appropriations Act, 1995
September 30, 1994

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4649,
the ‘‘District of Columbia Appropriations
Act, 1995.’’ This Act provides $712 million
in Federal appropriations for the District of
Columbia.

The Act requires the District of Columbia
to reduce total FY 1995 spending from Dis-
trict funds by $140 million. The Act includes
enforcement mechanisms that require a re-
duction in the FY 1996 Federal payment if
the District fails to balance its FY 1995 budg-
et. The Act also includes a provision that re-
quires the District to reduce its total employ-
ment level by 2,000 full-time equivalent posi-
tions in FY 1995.

Consistent with the Administration’s re-
quest, the Act directs the Army Corps of En-
gineers to conduct a study that addresses the
longer-term capital improvements and oper-
ation and maintenance requirements of the
Washington Aqueduct facility. The study will
consider alternative methods of financing
such operation and maintenance and capital
improvements, as well as alternative arrange-
ments for ownership of the Washington Aq-
ueduct facility. The study will be conducted
in consultation with the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the Office of Management
and Budget, and the nonfederal public water
customers of the Washington Aqueduct.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
September 30, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4649, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–334. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 1.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 1995
September 30, 1994

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4650,
the ‘‘Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 1995.’’ H.R. 4650 supports the Adminis-
tration’s major defense priorities and reflects
a spirit of cooperation between the Adminis-
tration and the Congress to provide for a
strong national defense. My number one de-
fense priority remains the training and readi-
ness of our military forces. I am very pleased
that the Congress has resolved difficult budg-
et issues in such a manner that supports this
priority. I also appreciate the support the
Congress has given to key defense invest-
ment and modernization proposals.

The Act provides $299 million in urgently
needed supplemental FY 1994 funding for
emergency relief for Rwanda and for emer-
gency migrant processing and safe haven
costs in and around Cuba. I designate the
$299 million provided as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(D)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1995, as
amended. I am concerned, however, with the
inflexibility of the provisions concerning the
U.S. mission and military participation in
Rwanda. I will interpret this legislation con-
sistent with my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States and my responsibility as Commander
in Chief and as Chief Executive.

I am also concerned about section 8118
of this Act, which limits the Administration’s
flexibility to make reductions in certain per-
sonnel categories. This provision runs
counter to the recommendations of the Na-
tional Performance Review and this Adminis-
tration’s efforts to streamline Federal activi-
ties. It will hamper DOD’s ability to manage
its civilian personnel efforts efficiently.

I would point out that section 8136, which
relates to changes in obligations under the
Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe
(CFE Treaty), cannot restrict the constitu-
tional options for congressional approval of
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substantive modifications of treaties, and I
sign this bill with that understanding.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 30, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4650, approved September 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–335. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 1.

The President’s Radio Address
October 1, 1994

Good morning. As we come to the end
of this congressional session in 1994, it’s
clearer than ever that Americans still want
to change the way Washington works, and
they should.

We’ve worked hard here for 20 months
to make sure Government responds to ordi-
nary citizens, not to organized pressure
groups; responds to the national interests,
not narrow interests. And we’ve made some
good progress, but there’s still a lot more
work to do.

Since I became President, we fought to
change the culture of our Capital City. We
first imposed the toughest ethics rules ever
on our own officials. Then we moved to close
the tax loopholes that lets lobbyists deduct
the cost of their activities. And then our ini-
tiative to reinvent Government, led by the
Vice President, is already making progress in
making Government work better and cost
less. We’re cutting the size of the Federal
Government by 270,000, to its lowest level
since John Kennedy was President. Already
in our 20 months, there are 70,000 fewer
people on the Federal payroll. And we’re giv-
ing every dime of the money we save in re-
ducing the Federal payroll back to local com-
munities to fight crime. We’ve also slashed
regulations and bureaucracy, speeded up the
time Small Business Administration loans get
answered. We’ve changed the way Govern-
ment buys products to make it cheaper and
more efficient. We’ve given 17 States permis-
sion to change the rules so they can move
more folks from welfare to work.

Despite all these steps forward, our politi-
cal system is still too often an obstacle to

change, not an instrument of progress. One
big reason is that here in Washington there
are some 80,000 paid lobbyists who work to
influence the Government. In the last year,
we’ve certainly seen how well-organized, lav-
ishly funded campaigns by people protecting
their narrow interests work.

The gun lobby nearly derailed the crime
bill strongly supported by police and pros-
ecutors, just because it banned 19 assault
weapons from our streets, weapons designed
only to kill people, and in spite of the fact
that the crime bill protected 650 hunting and
sporting weapons from any Federal restric-
tions.

The foes of health care reform have spent
$300 million, by most estimates, to oppose
change. By all accounts, this was the most
intense lobbying campaign in history. But
rest assured, we’re not giving up on our fight
for health care reform, for universal cov-
erage, cost controls, and protecting small
businesses and the people who have health
insurance now from losing it.

This week we’re working to pass a major
reform bill that Congress still has time to act
on, a bill that will go a long way toward taking
Government out of the hands of the influ-
ence industry. The legislation, for the first
time ever, would require lobbyists to fully
disclose who they work for, how much
they’re paid, and what they’re seeking to get
out of Government. That’s not all it does.
It also prevents lobbyists from buying Mem-
bers of Congress meals, gifts, or vacations.
All in all, it’s very tough, and it will change
the way Washington does business.

Not surprisingly, a lot of Washington’s lob-
byists don’t like this bill very much. It takes
away their special access and puts ordinary
people on a more equal footing. And now
at the last minute, some are trying to defeat
lobby reform with bogus arguments.

Last Thursday, the House of Representa-
tives stood up to intense pressure and passed
lobby reform by a large margin. This week,
it’s the Senate’s turn. The lobbyists and their
allies will throw up a lot of rhetoric about
how this bill hurts ordinary people. Don’t you
believe it. It’s bad news for people who use
paid professional lobbyists to influence legis-
lation and don’t want you to know what
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