
2010 Oct. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Since we now have the knowledge and re-
sources to protect our children from many
childhood diseases—including diphtheria,
pertussis, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps, and
rubella—we have the obligation to reach out
to our population and do so. Immunization
is a cost-effective, commonsense means of
fighting disease, and States wisely require
immunizations for schoolchildren and for
children attending child care centers. I
signed the Comprehensive Childhood Im-
munization Initiative so that children will re-
ceive the vaccinations they need. The initia-
tive makes vaccines affordable for families
and improves immunization outreach, with
the goal that 90 percent of all two-year-olds
should be fully vaccinated by the year 2000.

However, even if we achieve complete im-
munization of all American children, our
youth today face another potential threat
every bit as dangerous as disease—the devas-
tation of violence. Children are becoming
more frequent victims, and violence among
children is increasing as they emulate the vio-
lence in their environment. Each year the
tragic effects can be seen in the lives of mil-
lions of children. It can be observed among
those who are neglected or abused, of whom
more than 1,000 die each year. It can be
found especially in the lives of those who wit-
ness violence against a parent—and who
themselves face a significant chance of be-
coming victims of that same brutality.

As a Nation, we must continue our com-
mitment to eliminating violence and to
strengthening children and families. To that
end, we have launched initiatives to encour-
age the use of school uniforms, the adoption
of curfews, and the intensification of anti-
truancy programs. And we have also ex-
panded the drug-free school program to in-
clude anti-crime efforts as well, enhancing
the overall safety of our schools.

America’s future rests with healthy chil-
dren and strong families. All across this
land—within our homes and health care set-
tings; our churches and communities; our
schools and child care centers; our legisla-
tures and halls of justice; our factories, shops,
and offices—we are all charged with the re-
sponsibility to safeguard our legacy by pro-
tecting and nurturing the bodies, minds, and
spirits of our children.

To emphasize the significance of fostering
children’s healthy development, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved May 18,
1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 143), has called
for the designation of the first Monday in
October as ‘‘Child Health Day’’ and has re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 7,
1996, as Child Health Day. On that day and
every day throughout the year, I urge all
Americans to renew and deepen their com-
mitment to protecting our most precious nat-
ural resource—our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., October 9, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Naval Petroleum Reserves
Production
October 7, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with section 201(3) of the

Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am informing
you of my decision to extend the period of
production of the naval petroleum reserves
for a period of 3 years from April 5, 1997,
the expiration date of the currently author-
ized period of production.

Attached is a copy of the report investigat-
ing the necessity of continued production of
the reserves as required by section
201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval Petroleum Re-
serves Production Act of 1976. In light of
the findings contained in that report, I certify
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that continued production from the naval pe-
troleum reserves is in the national interest.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks in Portland, Maine
October 7, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Hello, Maine! Hello, Portland! Thank you.
Thank you. I have had a wonderful day today.
I started off, as you know, in Hartford where
we had the debate last night. I hope you got
a chance to watch it. And then I went to
Stamford, Connecticut, where 2,500 business
executives, some of whom had never sup-
ported a Democrat before, announced their
support for the Clinton/Gore ticket and the
direction that we’re going.

And then I went to Manchester, New
Hampshire, where 5 years ago to the day—
to this day 5 years ago—I came to New Eng-
land and began my campaign for President.
And now here I am with you in a State which
can claim a lot of responsibility, if you think
I did all right last night, because George
Mitchell played Senator Dole in all my prac-
tice sessions and beat my brains in. And I
thank him for that. Thank you.

I’m glad to be back; I’m glad to be back
in Maine. I thank Mayor McDonough for
coming out to meet me and, thank you, my
long-time friend, Libby Mitchell, for your ex-
uberant beginning of this rally tonight. Thank
you, Victoria Murphy, for your work for the
Democratic Party. And I’d like to thank the
other elected and some former elected offi-
cials who are here, including former Gov-
ernor Ken Curtis, a long-time friend; your
State treasurer, Sam Shapiro—thank you,
Sam; Andrew Ketterer, the State attorney
general; Bill Diamond, the secretary of State;
Dan Gwadosky, the speaker of the house,
and Mark Lawrence, the Democratic senate
leader. Thank you all for coming.

I’d like to thank the Windham Chamber
Singers for singing tonight, the Westbrook
High School Marching Band, the South Port-
land High School Marching Band. I’d like

to thank Mark Persky for being the emcee
before we started. And I’d like to say a special
word of thanks in a serious way to everyone
who has been involved in the cleanup of the
spill. Thank you all for your hard work. We’re
going to do fine.

I’d also like to thank Governor Brennan
for giving me some good Maine lobsters.
They’ll be on Air Force One going back to
Washington tonight when I leave.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a good week
for my family. Hillary was here about a week
ago. And she told me she had such a good
time I thought I’d come back and see for
myself. And I must say I never dreamed that
this whole place would be full. I’m gratified
by your presence. And I know you’re here
because you care about your country and you
want to help us build that bridge to the 21st
century.

I hope you will remember, those of you
who live in John Baldacci’s district, that when
the chips were down and when our friends
in the other party passed that budget, which
here we are on the eve of the 21st century,
cut education by $30 billion, cut the student
loan program, cut Head Start——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——cut environmental

protection by one-third, cut funds for clean-
ing up toxic dumps by a third, ended the
guarantee of Medicaid for medical care for
seniors in nursing homes and poor children
and families with disabilities, and of course,
in spite of what they say, did cut Medicare
$270 billion, and then they shut the Govern-
ment down to try to make me sign the bill—
I vetoed it, but John Baldacci upheld the
veto. He made it possible for this country
to start going in the right direction.

I have known Joe Brennan a long time.
We served as Governors together. We have
been friends for many years. He has always
believed that education was the key to our
future. He has always believed we could grow
the economy and preserve our environment.
He has the values, the vision, and the direc-
tion that will serve Maine well in the United
States Senate, and I hope you will send him
to the Senate on November the 5th.

And finally, let me say on a purely personal
note, I first met Tom Allen in 1968. We were
much younger then. [Laughter] He doesn’t
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