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(22) Such other officials of executive de-
partments and agencies as the Presi-
dent may, from time to time, des-
ignate.

Section 2. Meetings of the Working
Group. The Assistant to the President for
Domestic Policy or the Director, Domestic
Policy Council, may convene and preside
over meetings of the Working Group.

Section 3. Functions. The principal func-
tions of the Working Group are to:

(a) Identify initiatives that promote prin-
ciples of Federalism, such as:

(1) Federal endeavors which may more
appropriately be carried out by State
or local authorities;

(2) Opportunities for flexible funding
streams, regulatory waivers, and other
opportunities that increase State and
local flexibility, innovation, and ac-
countability;

(3) Measures for improving Federal re-
sponsiveness to State and local con-
cerns; and

(4) Enforcement of rules, orders, and
procedures that advance Federalism.

(b) Draft a new Executive Order on Fed-
eralism, which will require departments and
agencies in the executive branch to adhere
to principles of Federalism;

(c) Consult, as appropriate, with State and
local officials on issues pertaining to Fed-
eralism, including, but not limited to, the
issuance of the new Executive Order on Fed-
eralism; and

(d) Produce a report to the President on
recommendations for promoting principles
of Federalism no later than 6 months after
the issuance of this directive.

George W. Bush

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
and an Exchange With Reporters
February 26, 2001

The President. I want to thank our Cabi-
net for coming in today. Amongst a variety
of topics, one of which is going to be—we’re
going to talk about the budget and my speech
tomorrow night to the Congress. And I want
to thank all of the Cabinet officers for their
hard work in helping us prepare a realistic

budget that is going to enable our Nation
to meet its priorities and at the same time
not only set aside money for contingencies
and pay down debt but to leave enough
money left over so that people can get a real,
substantial tax relief package that they will
feel.

I would be glad to answer some questions.

Upcoming Address to Congress
Q. Mr. President, in your speech tomor-

row night, what will be your message to the
American people, and will you begin address-
ing reforms in the Social Security system?

The President. Of course, we’ll be talking
about Social Security. Secondly, I will be
making the case as to why our budget makes
sense for the country and for the people who
pay the bills of our country. It is a common-
sense approach to what our Nation ought to
do with the tax revenues that are coming into
the Treasury.

Q. Do you expect to propose Social Secu-
rity reforms this year?

The President. I will see.

Miami Herald Florida Recount
Q. Mr. President, what are your thoughts

about the final Florida recount that put you
over from the Vice President, and what do
you say to those who now have to call you
the legitimate President that didn’t call you
that? [Laughter]

The President. Good. [Laughter] Hope-
fully, all the focus on the past is over with.
It’s time to move forward. And tomorrow
night’s speech is a part of moving forward.
We’ve worked hard here in this administra-
tion to reach out to people that may not have
supported me. I think we’re making pretty
good progress to say that the discussions that
take place around this table, for example, are
what’s best for America, not what’s best for
a political party but what’s best for the coun-
try.

Upcoming Address to Congress
Q. Sir, in your speech, will you have spe-

cific areas in the budget where spending will
slow down, and will you specify those areas
in your speech?

The President. No. In my speech I will
talk about the budget. And in the budget is
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where people will see all the particulars. If
I tried to review every particular in the budg-
et, I would set the all-time record for the
amount of time in front of the Congress. And
as you know, I’m the kind of person who
likes to try to get to the point. I will spend
enough time speaking so that people will un-
derstand where I’m coming from but not too
long so they go to sleep.

Q. Mr. President, you’ve acknowledged
that you’re going to have to make cuts to
the budget to some extent. What do you say
to those who are saying that you’re telling
the American people, essentially, they can
have their cake and eat it, too?

The President. What I’m going to say to
the American people is that, had we kept
spending at the rate we were spending last
year, there would be no surplus, that the size
of growth in the Federal budget that—and
the budget we inherited was way too high,
that we can meet our needs by slowing down
the rate of growth in our budget. But it re-
quires a President to set priorities. And I’m
going to set clear priorities in the budget.

I readily concede some appropriators may
not like the fact that we’re asking for there
to be fiscal sanity in the Federal budget, but
that’s one of the reasons I became the Presi-
dent, because I said, ‘‘Give us a chance, and
we will have fiscal sanity in our budget.’’ And
I’ll look forward to making the case.

The people are going to hear in plain spo-
ken words why I believe, strongly believe,
when we meet priorities, pay down debt, pro-
tect Social Security, and as importantly, make
sure that people get some of their own
money back so to make sure that the econ-
omy is strong, help people pay for high en-
ergy bills, to help people manage their own
personal debt, we need to have tax relief—
tax relief that the people can feel. And I will
make the case tomorrow night that it’s within
our grasp to do so. And people will hear as
plainly as I can say it what the facts are.

Q. It sounds like your speech will be short-
er than ones we’re used to in the last 8 years.
[Laughter]

The President. I don’t know. [Laughter]
It depends on how loud you clap.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was

not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 7408—American Red
Cross Month, 2001
February 26, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American Red Cross was founded in

1881 by Clara Barton, a woman selflessly de-
voted to the needs of humanity. Many of the
Red Cross’s guiding principles—compassion,
courage, character, and civic duty—are time-
less ideals shared by the people of the United
States.

Chartered and authorized by the Congress
to act in times of need, the American Red
Cross serves our Nation and the world, pro-
viding compassionate assistance to people af-
flicted by personal, local, national, or inter-
national disasters. Every day, millions of Red
Cross volunteers and employees follow in
Clara Barton’s footsteps by providing essen-
tial services to people in their communities.

For more than 120 years, Americans have
relied on the expertise of the American Red
Cross in disaster relief. Last year, the Red
Cross helped people during devastating
wildfires in New Mexico and Montana and
in communities hit by massive ice storms in
Nebraska, Arkansas, and across the Midwest.
Volunteers respond to an estimated 63,000
disasters each year and help millions of peo-
ple during trying times of loss. The American
Red Cross also saves lives long before tragedy
strikes by helping individuals and entire com-
munities learn to prepare for disasters.

The educational information distributed
by the American Red Cross helps people feel
safe at home, at work, at school, and at play.
Last year, the Red Cross trained nearly 12
million people in lifesaving CPR and first aid,
in the use of automated external
defibrillators (AEDS), on HIV/AIDS edu-
cation, and in lifeguarding and water safety.
Many people also know about the Red Cross
because of the organization’s blood collection
drives. In 2000, more than 6.3 million units
of blood were collected from 4 million gen-
erous blood donors.
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