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Upcoming Address to Congress
Q. Do you expect Democrats to give your

speech a fair chance tonight? Or do you sus-
pect that they’re just ready to pounce?
[Laughter]

President Bush. I, of course, will be giv-
ing the speech in the Chamber, and there
will be Republicans and Democrats, but I’m
really speaking to the American people. This
is a speech—hold on a second—this is a
speech that I want to make it clear to the
American people that I have a reasonable
plan for the budget.

I’m going to make it clear we meet prior-
ities, and I’ll explain what many of those pri-
orities are; that we make sure that Social Se-
curity, the money aimed for Social Security
goes only to Social Security; that we pay
down debt and it will be the largest repay-
ment of debt ever; that we’ve got money for
contingencies in the budget; and that there
is still money left over for the tax relief plan.

The problem we have oftentimes in Amer-
ica is that people will be asked the question,
‘‘Do you want tax relief, or do you want
somebody not to get their Medicare check?’’
I’m going to be making the case that with
the right leadership, the right priorities, and
the right focus, that we will fund important
programs and have money left over for tax
relief.

And it’s important—it’s important for the
American people to get some of their own
money back. One, it will help the economy.
Secondly, it will help the American taxpayers
pay off their own personal debt.

One of the issues we have, Mr. President,
in the United States is high energy bills. The
cost of energy is going up because we haven’t
had enough exploration relative to demand.
And this cash that people will get back
through tax relief will help the American
families manage their budgets.

I really am looking forward to giving this
speech. I hope you’re looking forward to lis-
tening to it.

Q. [Inaudible]—most important speech so
far, sir?

President Bush. Every one of them are
important.

Andean Free Trade Treaty
Q. [Inaudible].

President Bush. For trade? Absolutely.
It’s a very important treaty. She is asking
about the free trade treaty of the Andean
nations. Yes, sir—yes, ma’am, I’ll be pushing
it. I’m a free trader.

Q. [Inaudible]—to help the economy?
President Bush. Through trade, abso-

lutely. And the President made a very strong
case for broadening the trade agreement. I
will bring up the matter with Ambassador
Zoellick, who is my trade negotiator.

Adios.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Vicente Fox of Mexico.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels
February 27, 2001

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
President Clinton declared a national emer-
gency to address the disturbance or threat-
ened disturbance of international relations
caused by the February 24, 1996, destruction
by the Government of Cuba of two unarmed
U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national air space north of Cuba. In July 1996
and on subsequent occasions, the Govern-
ment of Cuba stated its intent to forcefully
defend its sovereignty against any U.S.-reg-
istered vessels or aircraft that might enter
Cuban territorial waters or airspace while in-
volved in a memorial flotilla and peaceful
protest. Since these events, the Government
of Cuba has not demonstrated that it will re-
frain from the future use of reckless and ex-
cessive force against U.S. vessels or aircraft
that may engage in memorial activities or
peaceful protest north of Cuba. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing the national emergency with
respect to Cuba and the emergency authority
relating to the regulation of the anchorage
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and movement of vessels set out in Proclama-
tion 6867.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 27, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:08 a.m., February 27, 2001]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on February 28.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Notice on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Cuba
February 27, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, which states that the
emergency declared with respect to the Gov-
ernment of Cuba’s destruction of two un-
armed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 2001.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 27, 2001.

Address Before a Joint Session of the
Congress on Administration Goals
February 27, 2001

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Mem-
bers of Congress: It’s a great privilege to be
here to outline a new budget and a new ap-
proach for governing our great country. I

thank you for your invitation to speak here
tonight. I know Congress had to formally in-
vite me, and it could have been a close vote.
[Laughter] So, Mr. Vice President, I appre-
ciate you being here to break the tie. [Laugh-
ter]

I want to thank so many of you who have
accepted my invitation to come to the White
House to discuss important issues. We’re off
to a good start. I will continue to meet with
you and ask for your input. You have been
kind and candid, and I thank you for making
a new President feel welcome.

The last time I visited the Capitol, I came
to take an oath on the steps of this building.
I pledged to honor our Constitution and laws,
and I asked you to join me in setting a tone
of civility and respect in Washington. I hope
America is noticing the difference, because
we’re making progress.

Together, we are changing the tone in the
Nation’s Capital. And this spirit of respect
and cooperation is vital, because, in the end,
we will be judged not only by what we say
or how we say it, we will be judged by what
we’re able to accomplish.

America today is a nation with great chal-
lenges but greater resources. An artist using
statistics as a brush could paint two very dif-
ferent pictures of our country. One would
have warning signs: increasing layoffs, rising
energy prices, too many failing schools, per-
sistent poverty, the stubborn vestiges of rac-
ism. Another picture would be full of bless-
ings: a balanced budget, big surpluses, a mili-
tary that is second to none, a country at peace
with its neighbors, technology that is revolu-
tionizing the world, and our greatest
strength, concerned citizens who care for our
country and care for each other.

Neither picture is complete in and of itself.
And tonight I challenge and invite Congress
to work with me to use the resources of one
picture to repaint the other; to direct the ad-
vantages of our time to solve the problems
of our people. Some of these resources will
come from Government—some but not all.

Year after year in Washington, budget de-
bates seem to come down to an old, tired
argument: on one side, those who want more
Government, regardless of the cost; on the
other, those who want less Government, re-
gardless of the need. We should leave those
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