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of the United States in the region and threat-
en vital interests of the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that I must continue the declaration of na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran nec-
essary to maintain comprehensive sanctions
against Iran to respond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 13, 2001.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect
to Iran
March 13, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), and section 505(c) of the Inter-
national Security and Development
Cooperation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa-
9(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic
report on the national emergency with re-
spect to Iran that was declared in Executive
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 13, 2001.

Letter to Members of the Senate on
the Kyoto Protocol on Climate
Change
March 13, 2001

Dear lllll :
Thank you for your letter of March 6,

2001, asking for the Administration’s views
on global climate change, in particular the
Kyoto Protocol and efforts to regulate carbon
dioxide under the Clean Air Act. My Admin-
istration takes the issue of global climate
change very seriously.

As you know, I oppose the Kyoto Protocol
because it exempts 80 percent of the world,
including major population centers such as

China and India, from compliance, and
would cause serious harm to the U.S. econ-
omy. The Senate’s vote, 95–0, shows that
there is a clear consensus that the Kyoto Pro-
tocol is an unfair and ineffective means of
addressing global climate change concerns.

As you also know, I support a comprehen-
sive and balanced national energy policy that
takes into account the importance of improv-
ing air quality. Consistent with this balanced
approach, I intend to work with the Congress
on a multipollutant strategy to require power
plants to reduce emissions of sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides, and mercury. Any such strat-
egy would include phasing in reductions over
a reasonable period of time, providing regu-
latory certainty, and offering market-based
incentives to help industry meet the targets.
I do not believe, however, that the govern-
ment should impose on power plants manda-
tory emissions reductions for carbon dioxide,
which is not a ‘‘pollutant’’ under the Clean
Air Act.

A recently released Department of Energy
Report, ‘‘Analysis of Strategies for Reducing
Multiple Emissions from Power Plants,’’ con-
cluded that including caps on carbon dioxide
emissions as part of a multiple emissions
strategy would lead to an even more dramatic
shift from coal to natural gas for electric
power generation and significantly higher
electricity prices compared to scenarios in
which only sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides
were reduced.

This is important new information that
warrants a reevaluation, especially at a time
of rising energy prices and a serious energy
shortage. Coal generates more than half of
America’s electricity supply. At a time when
California has already experienced energy
shortages, and other Western states are wor-
ried about price and availability of energy this
summer, we must be very careful not to take
actions that could harm consumers. This is
especially true given the incomplete state of
scientific knowledge of the causes of, and so-
lutions to, global climate change and the lack
of commercially available technologies for re-
moving and storing carbon dioxide.

Consistent with these concerns, we will
continue to fully examine global climate

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 01:40 Mar 21, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD19MR01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



445Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Mar. 14

change issues—including the science, tech-
nologies, market-based systems, and innova-
tive options for addressing concentrations of
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. I am
very optimistic that, with the proper focus
and working with our friends and allies, we
will be able to develop technologies, market
incentives, and other creative ways to address
global climate change.

I look forward to working with you and
others to address global climate change
issues in the context of a national energy pol-
icy that protects our environment, con-
sumers, and economy.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Senators Jesse
Helms, Larry E. Craig, Pat Roberts, and Chuck
Hagel.

Remarks During a Tour of the Youth
Entertainment Academy and an
Exchange With Reporters in
Plainfield, New Jersey
March 14, 2001

The President. It talks about armies—
there is an army of compassion in America,
too. That’s what I’m here to highlight, not
only the technology but the hearts.

One of the things our Government is going
to do is to recognize the way faith-based ini-
tiatives—they take place in neighborhoods all
around America. And I believe strongly that
Congress ought to fund programs that will
allow for low income parents to access after-
school programs that can be run by faith-
based programs as well as secular programs.

We ought to ask the question, does it
work? And if it works, we ought to empower
those who are making it work.

One of the problems we face in society
is, Government cannot make people love one
another. I wish we could. But we darn sure
can find those who do love their neighbor
and facilitate programs that will change peo-
ple’s lives.

So I’m honored to be here, and I want
to thank you for your compassion and your
love.

[At this point, the tour continued.]

The President. I’m honored, and I can’t
thank you all enough for providing a little
haven of love and haven of hope. And I want
to thank you all for your fantastic music. But
more importantly, I want to thank you for
the example you’ve set. All of us who are
in positions where people look at us must
understand we’ve got to set examples.

And the drummer was telling me not only
was he learning how to hone his skills, but
he’s learning how to send the right signal to
people in his church and in his family about
making the right choices, lessons he’s learned
here. And I am so grateful for your love and
your compassion.

Our Government must serve as a spawning
ground for social entrepreneurs, many of
whom have heard the call to help a neighbor
in need through their religion. We ought to
welcome faith-based programs into our soci-
ety, not fear them. And I have come to this
program to, not only herald what you do but
to say to others who are wondering whether
or not the Government is going to thwart
efforts or enable, that we intend to be
enablers.

So thank you for letting me come. And
Governor, thank you for your time, appre-
ciate your support. And Congressmen and
mayor and Buster—[laughter]—Madame
President, thank you all.

[The President took questions from report-
ers.]

National Economy

Q. Mr. President, on the economy, sir,
how concerned do you think Americans
should be, how concerned are you about the
turmoil in the markets and the state of the
economy in general? And do you think it’s
time to start talking the economy up?

The President. Well, I’m concerned that
a lot of Americans’ portfolios have been af-
fected; people that put aside money in the
stock market are now seeing their asset base
decline. But I’ve got great faith in our econ-
omy. I’ve got great faith in the entrepre-
neurial spirit. And I believe the plans we’re
putting in place by working with the Con-
gress are going to serve as a second wind
for economic growth.
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