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for their important contribution to the de-
fense of this Nation.

Proclamation 7562—Armed Forces
Day, 2002
May 16, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The words of President Dwight D. Eisen-

hower written in 1953 remain true today: ‘‘It
is fitting and proper that we devote one day
each year to paying special tribute to those
whose constancy and courage constitute one
of the bulwarks guarding the freedom of this
nation and the peace of the free world.’’ On
Armed Forces Day, our grateful Nation sa-
lutes the brave men and women who protect
our country, defend freedom, and help make
our world a better place.

During these extraordinary times, we are
reminded that our achievements in peace
and war stand upon the service and sacrifice
of those in uniform. Today, we have troops
fighting overseas to defeat terrorism. These
brave men and women follow in the footsteps
of previous generations who, since our Na-
tion’s founding, have stepped forward to de-
fend our homeland and secure liberty for our
country and our friends and allies. The mem-
bers of our military exemplify the true spirit
of patriotism—a love of country expressed
through a commitment to serve our Nation
and defend our freedom. Their selfless dedi-
cation and determination are an inspiration
to every American.

In difficult times, America has called on
members of our Armed Forces to protect the
democratic ideals on which our country was
founded, and they have never let our country
down. As we confront the challenges of this
new era, we will continue to rely on our mili-
tary’s extraordinary skill, sense of honor, de-
votion to duty, and courageous commitment
to service.

More than 50 years ago, President Harry
S. Truman helped establish a day for Ameri-
cans to join together and thank our military
members for their service to our country. In
1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson

announced the establishment of Armed
Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, and Air Force Days. A year
later, President Truman issued a Presidential
Proclamation, observing that the day ‘‘marks
the first combined demonstration by Amer-
ica’s defense team of its progress, under the
National Security Act, towards the goal of
readiness for any eventuality. It is the first
parade of preparedness by the unified forces
of our land, sea, and air defense.’’

The theme of this year’s celebration is
‘‘United For Freedom.’’ During this celebra-
tion, I encourage Americans to show the
world that we are unified as a people and
ready to defend our way of life, our free-
doms, and our homeland. As President and
Commander in Chief, I urge all our citizens
to join me in expressing appreciation for the
dedication and selfless service of the mem-
bers of our extraordinary Armed Forces.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America
and Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces of the United States, continuing the
precedent of my ten immediate predecessors
in this Office, do hereby proclaim the third
Saturday of each May as Armed Forces Day.

I direct the Secretary of Defense on behalf
of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air
Force, and the Secretary of Transportation
on behalf of the Coast Guard, to plan for
appropriate observances each year, with the
Secretary of Defense responsible for solic-
iting the participation and cooperation of
civil authorities and private citizens.

I invite the Governors of the States, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and other
areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, to provide for the observance of
Armed Forces Day within their jurisdiction
each year in an appropriate manner designed
to increase public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Armed Forces of the United
States.

I also invite national and local veterans,
civic, and community service organizations to
join in the observance of Armed Forces Day
each year.

I call upon all Americans not only to dis-
play the flag of the United States at their
homes on Armed Forces Day, but also to
learn about our system of defense and about
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the men and women who sustain it by attend-
ing and participating in the local observances
of the day.

Proclamation 6693 of May 21, 1994, is
hereby superseded.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 20, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 21.

Remarks on Presenting the
Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the
United States Air Force Academy
Falcons
May 17, 2002

Please be seated. Thank you. Well, it’s my
honor to welcome back—[laughter]—the
Mighty Falcons. It seems like Coach
DeBerry is the charter member of the White
House frequent visitor club. [Laughter] I’m
real proud of you all and want to congratulate
you for a great season and for winning the
Commander’s Trophy again.

I recognize Pete Pace. You look a little out
of place here, Pete—[laughter]—but I’m
glad you’re here. You’re doing a fine job.
General John Jumper, as well, is here. I want
to thank the Lieutenant General, John
Dallager; thank you, Superintendent, wher-
ever you are. One of these days, you’ll invite
me to the graduation ceremonies. [Laughter]

I do want to thank the players for their
hard work and the example they set. And of
course, I want to congratulate the coach
again. I was reading where he is going to
go to the South Carolina Athletic Hall of
Fame. That’s a big deal, if you’re from South
Carolina. So Coach, congratulations for that.

The interesting thing about this group of
seniors is, they have never lost to Army or
Navy. But upon graduation, they’re going to
be on the same team, and that’s important
for them to remember.

During last May’s visit, I said of Coach
DeBerry, he is not just recruiting to win foot-
ball games; he is recruiting to win our Na-
tion’s wars, if we have one. That was May.
And on September 11th, war came to our
country. And I want to thank you, Coach,
for recruiting those who will help us win our
Nation’s wars, because unlike the last time
we met, we’re at war. We’re in the midst
of a war against a determined and fierce
enemy.

I want the troops here to know that I take
my job as the Commander in Chief very seri-
ously, that my most important job is to pro-
tect America and to protect our homeland.
I do whatever it takes, and I know you’ll join
me in doing whatever it takes to prevent the
enemy from attacking America again, like
they did, and causing thousands to suffer and
to mourn and to grieve.

You know, what’s interesting about Wash-
ington, it’s a town—unfortunately, it’s the
kind of place where second-guessing has be-
come second-nature. The American people
know this about me and my national security
team and my administration: Had I known
that the enemy was going to use airplanes
to kill on that fateful morning, I would have
done everything in my power to protect the
American people. We will use the might of
America to protect the American people.

We’re in for a long struggle. It’s a tough
war. This is an enemy that’s not going to quit.
So therefore, in order to protect innocent
lives, this country must have the will and the
determination to chase these killers down,
one by one, and bring them to justice. And
that’s exactly what is going to happen, so long
as I am the President of the United States
of America.

I’m proud of what this group of Americans
have done on the football field; no more
proud than those who wear the blue, I might
add. And I’m proud of your commitment to
our country. See, this enemy of ours, they
don’t understand the Air Force Academy or
what it stands for. They thought we were
weak—of course, they never saw the Air
Force football team play. They thought we’d
just roll over. They thought we might file a
couple of lawsuits. They found out we think
differently here in America.
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