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Proclamation 7594—Citizenship Day 
and Constitution Week, 2002
September 16, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
We the people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect Union, es-
tablish Justice, insure domestic Tran-
quility, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States 
of America. 

With these words, written more than 200 
years ago, our Forefathers laid the founda-
tions for a great Nation, adopting a Constitu-
tion that has since proven to be an enduring 
and true guide for American government. 
The Constitution’s powerful framework for 
establishing and preserving liberty, justice, 
and opportunity has enabled us to prosper 
as a Nation and thrive as a people through 
more than two centuries of political change, 
social transformation, and economic chal-
lenge. 

The Founders secured the principles ex-
pressed in the Declaration of Independence 
by establishing a government that derives its 
power from the consent of the American 
people. The government established by the 
Constitution formed a remarkably resilient 
structure, balancing necessary authority with 
inherent freedoms, national unity with indi-
vidual rights, and Federal interests with State 
powers. In setting this foundation, the 
Founders also recognized the potential for 
necessary change. They included a constitu-
tional amendment process, which has proven 
to be a vitally important mechanism for 
achieving equality and fairness for all our citi-
zens. 

Our Constitution is sustained by Ameri-
cans who daily defend the principles of de-
mocracy and freedom. We understand that 
with great privileges come great responsibil-
ities. Citizenship not only involves a commit-
ment to our Nation but also to our neighbors 
and those in need. Over the past year, we 
have seen many outstanding examples of self-

less sacrifice, courageous compassion, and 
true generosity. We remain committed to 
building a culture of service and responsi-
bility that inspires citizens to reach out to 
the needy, take leadership in improving our 
communities, and participate fully in our 
democratic process. 

Today, the United States stands as a bea-
con of democracy and tolerance, inviting the 
nations of the world to pursue justice, pro-
vide freedom, and protect liberty for their 
people. As we face the challenges of a new 
era, we remain resolved and vigilant in the 
defense of life and liberty against tyranny and 
terror. Drawing strength and guidance from 
our Constitution, we will work to ensure that 
the blessings of American liberty endure and 
extend for generations to come. 

In remembrance of the signing of the Con-
stitution and in recognition of the Americans 
who strive to uphold the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the Congress, by joint 
resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 
106, as amended), designated September 17 
as ‘‘Citizenship Day,’’ and by joint resolution 
of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as amend-
ed), requested that the President proclaim 
the week beginning September 17 and end-
ing September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitu-
tion Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2002, as 
Citizenship Day and September 17 through 
September 23, 2002, as Constitution Week. 
I encourage Federal, State, and local offi-
cials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and 
educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Con-
stitution and reaffirm our commitment as 
citizens of our great Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 19, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 20.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments 
September 13, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Departments of Agriculture, 
Energy, Interior, and Transportation; Inter-
national Assistance Programs; and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission. 

In total, these amendments would not af-
fect the budgetary resources proposed in my 
FY 2003 Budget. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. I 
concur with his comments and observations. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on September 17. An original 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this letter.

Remarks Announcing the Teaching 
American History and Civic 
Education Initiatives 
September 17, 2002

Thank you all very much. Welcome to the 
Rose Garden. Thanks for getting up so early. 

I do want to appreciate David 
McCullough. It’s an honor to be introduced 
by David McCullough. I appreciate his con-
tribution to our Nation. He’s made history 
come alive for millions of Americans. He’s 
encouraged the teaching of history in our 
classrooms. He’s made a lasting contribution 
to our Nation, and we’re grateful for that 
contribution. 

It is fitting that on the anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution, the three 
branches of our Government are represented 
here. 

Here in America, we see a broad renewal 
of American patriotism. And this is some-
thing to give thanks for; it really is. And it’s 
something we must build on. To properly un-

derstand and love our country, we must know 
our country’s history. 

Today I am announcing several initiatives 
that will improve students’ knowledge of 
American history, increase their civic involve-
ment, and deepen their love for our great 
country. 

I appreciate so very much Lynne Cheney, 
her—well, the fact she married a great Vice 
President, for starters. [Laughter] But she 
loves history. She has written books to en-
courage our children to understand history. 
Today she’s hosting a celebration of the 
215th anniversary of the U.S. Constitution 
at the Vice President’s house—she kindly in-
vited Laura to go. 

I appreciate Justice Anthony Kennedy for 
coming. Not only is he a great Supreme 
Court Justice, he cares about the community 
in which he lives. He’s worked with the 
American Bar Association on what they call 
a Dialogue on Freedom, an initiative to foster 
discussions in our Nation’s classrooms about 
American civic values. Thank you, Justice 
Kennedy, for that. [Applause] Delayed ap-
plause is better than no applause. [Laughter] 

I appreciate so very much our Secretary 
of Education, Rod Paige. Rod is a—he’s a 
straightforward fellow who cares deeply 
about our children. When we say no child 
should be left behind, he means it. He’s 
doing a great job. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. 

I do want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here. I’m especially pleased 
that Senator Kennedy and Senator Gregg 
from the Senate have come. These two 
strange bedfellows worked together to pass 
one of the most comprehensive education re-
form plans in our Nation’s history. They care 
deeply about our country. I’m honored that 
you two are here. 

And also two fine Members from the 
House of Representatives, Chairman Jim 
Sensenbrenner and Congressman Tim Roe-
mer, we’re honored that you’re here. Thank 
you for coming. And thank you for your deep 
concern about our country and its future. 

I thank Bob Cole for being here, who’s 
the Chairman of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. I thank John Carlin, 
who’s the national Archivist, and Cathy Gorn, 
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