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retirement account. We want more people 
to own their small business, because we un-
derstand when an American owns something, 
he or she has a vital stake in the future of 
our country. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
one another and take responsibility for the 
decisions they make. We’re changing the cul-
ture of America from one that says, ‘‘If it 
feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to a culture in 
which each of us understands we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. If 
you’re fortunate to be a mom or a dad, you’re 
responsible for your child. If you’re con-
cerned about the quality of the education in 
your community, you are responsible for 
doing something about it. If you’re a CEO 
in America, you are responsible to tell the 
truth to your employees and your share-
holders. And in this new responsibility soci-
ety, each of us is responsible for loving our 
neighbor just like we’d like to be loved our-
self. 

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. I started the 
USA Freedom Corps to encourage Ameri-
cans to extend a compassionate hand to 
neighbors in need, and the response has been 
very strong. Our charities and our faith-based 
institutions are strong and vibrant all across 
our country. They’re helping people who cry 
out for help. Policemen and firefighters and 
people who wear our Nation’s uniform are 
reminding us what it means to sacrifice for 
something greater than yourself. Once again, 
the children of America believe in heroes be-
cause they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America, 
and I have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right nation. 

We are a strong country, and we use our 
strength to defend the peace. We’re an opti-
mistic country, confident in ourselves and in 
ideals bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek 
to lift whole nations by spreading freedom. 
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spreading 
opportunity to every corner of America. This 
is the work that history has set before us. 
We welcome it, and we know that for our 

country and for our cause, better days lie 
ahead. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:16 p.m. at the 
Wyndham Anatole Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst of Texas; Texas House of Representa-
tives Speaker Tom Craddick and his wife, Nadine; 
Texas State Representatives Kenny Marchant and 
Dan Branch; Jeanne Johnson Phillips, Texas State 
vice chairman, and J. Roger Williams, north Texas 
chairman, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; country music 
entertainers the Gatlin Brothers, and their moth-
er, Billie; and Priscilla Owen, nominee to be U.S. 
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
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Good morning. Next week, the United 
States Treasury will begin printing and mail-
ing more than 25 million child tax credit 
checks, putting over $12 billion back into the 
hands of American families. These rebates 
are the result of the Jobs and Growth Act 
I recently signed into law, which increases 
the child tax credit from $600 to $1,000 per 
child. And because this new law reduced in-
come tax rates, businesses earlier this month 
lowered tax withholding for worker pay-
checks. Now, those workers and their fami-
lies have a lighter tax bill and more take-
home pay. 

With the child tax credit rebates and the 
lower tax rates taking effect, America’s fami-
lies will have more of their own money to 
make purchases, pay their bills, save for their 
children’s education, and invest in a new 
home or business. There are hopeful signs 
that our actions are contributing to economic 
growth. Individual investors are showing 
greater confidence, leading to a significant 
rise in the stock market. And thanks to our 
efforts to reduce taxes on stock dividends, 
dozens of major companies have announced 
plans to either increase their existing divi-
dend payout or pay dividends for the first 
time, putting billions of dollars in cash into 
shareholders’ pockets. 
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Earlier this week, I met with leading pri-
vate economists who see a faster rate of eco-
nomic growth in the coming year-and-a-half. 
The U.S. housing market is robust, strength-
ened by low mortgage rates and rising after-
tax incomes. Inflation is low. Retail sales have 
been rising, and productivity growth, the 
most important indicator of economic 
strength, remains high. 

My administration remains focused on 
faster economic growth that will translate 
into more jobs. Now that Americans can keep 
more of what they earn, we can expect to 
see rising demand for goods and services. 
And as demand increases, companies will 
need more workers to meet it. 

We will continue to take action on a broad 
agenda for more growth and jobs. We are 
pressing the Senate to join the House of Rep-
resentatives in passing an energy bill to as-
sure stable and affordable energy supplies. 
And we’re pressing the Senate on litigation 
reform, so small businesses and manufactur-
ers can focus on creating jobs instead of fight-
ing frivolous lawsuits. I’m asking both Houses 
of Congress to create reemployment ac-
counts for those seeking jobs, so they can 
pay for job training and child care and other 
costs of finding work. 

Faster economic growth will bring the 
added benefit of higher revenues for our 
Government, and those new revenues, com-
bined with spending discipline in Wash-
ington, DC, are the surest way to bring down 
the deficit. My budget for fiscal year 2004 
calls for a modest increase in discretionary 
spending of only 4 percent, or about the 
same increase as the average American 
household budget. I urge Congress to make 
spending discipline a priority, so that we can 
cut the deficit in half over the next 5 years. 

Government does not create prosperity. 
Government can, however, create the condi-
tions that make prosperity possible. The Jobs 
and Growth Act of 2003 was based on the 
fundamental faith in the energy and cre-
ativity of the American people. With hard 
work and daily determination, entrepreneurs 
and workers are moving this economy for-
ward. The American economy is headed in 
the right direction, and we can be confident 
of better days ahead. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:50 a.m. 
on July 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 19. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 18 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Houston, Texas 

July 19, 2003

Thank you all very much. It’s such an 
honor to be here. Laura and I are glad to 
be home. First, let me say it’s great to see 
so many familiar faces. A couple of them 
scolded me when I was a kid. I see old—
[inaudible]—over there. [Laughter] A lot of 
the people in this room worked hard to see 
to it that I became the Governor, and I want 
to thank you all for your continued friendship 
and your support. I want to thank you for 
your loyalty to our country. I want to thank 
you for coming tonight. 

This is the first time we’ve been back to 
Texas since our trip to Africa. You may recall, 
we went to a park in Botswana. It’s where 
I learned a lot about our party’s mascot. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank you for all your help. You 
see, you’re laying the groundwork for what 
is going to be a great national victory in No-
vember of 2004. And we’re going to need 
your help. We’re going to need your help 
at the grassroots level. We’re going to need 
you to talk to your neighbors and send out 
the flyers and put up the signs and turn out 
the vote and remind people that this mes-
sage—the message of this administration is 
hopeful for every single person who lives in 
this country. And I’m getting ready, and I’m 
loosening up. [Laughter] 

But the truth of the matter is, there’s plen-
ty of time for politics. Right now, I’m focused 
on the people’s business in Washington, DC. 
We have a lot on the agenda. We will con-
tinue to work hard to earn the confidence 
of all Americans by keeping this Nation se-
cure and strong and prosperous and free. 

And I’m glad Laura is here tonight. In my 
book, she’s a fabulous First Lady. And I love 
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