
192 Feb. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

offers with care, avoiding immediate deci-
sions, and requesting to have information in 
writing. In addition, when using the Internet, 
the FTC recommends that consumers exer-
cise caution in responding to solicitations and 
that consumers use and regularly update 
their anti-virus software and firewall. 

My Administration is committed to vig-
orous enforcement of the consumer protec-
tion statutes, and the Department of Justice’s 
Office of Consumer Litigation and other 
Federal agencies are working diligently to 
that end. The FTC is working to fight unso-
licited e-mail under the Controlling the As-
sault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Mar-
keting Act and is establishing new rules 
under the Fair and Accurate Credit Trans-
actions Act to further protect against identity 
theft. We are protecting American con-
sumers through the National Do-Not-Call 
Registry. Millions of Americans have reg-
istered already, and individuals may call 1– 
888–382–1222 or visit the Do-Not-Call 
website at www.donotcall.gov to have their 
number added to the list. Citizens can learn 
more about ways to fight fraud from the Na-
tional Consumer Protection Week website at 
www.consumer.gov/ncpw. By actively guard-
ing against fraud, consumers can protect 
themselves and enhance the strength and in-
tegrity of our Nation’s economy. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim February 5 
through February 11, 2006, as National Con-
sumer Protection Week. I call upon Govern-
ment officials, industry leaders, and con-
sumer advocates to provide citizens with in-
formation about how they can be responsible 
consumers, and I encourage all citizens to 
take an active role in protecting their per-
sonal information. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of February, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 7, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on February 8. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Certain Reporting Function 
February 3, 2006 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Labor 

Subject: Assignment of Certain Reporting 
Function 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, I hereby assign to you the func-
tion of the President contained within section 
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1641(c)), to provide the specified final 
report to the Congress in relation to Procla-
mation 7959 of November 3, 2005. 

This function may be further delegated to 
the Deputy Secretary of Labor. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 7, 2006] 

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on February 8. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 4, 2006 

Good morning. This week in the State of 
the Union Address, I set forth my American 
Competitiveness Initiative. This plan will 
help our Nation to compete with confidence, 
raise the standard of living for our families, 
and generate new jobs for our citizens. 

Generations of risk-takers, inventors, and 
visionaries have made America the world’s 
most prosperous and innovative nation. Just 
25 years ago, most Americans used type-
writers instead of computers, rotary phones 
instead of cell phones, and bank tellers in-
stead of ATMs. Today, America is at the 
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doorstep of even more technological ad-
vances. But we cannot afford to be compla-
cent. We’re seeing the rise of new competi-
tors like China and India, who are making 
great strides in technology. In response, 
some people want to wall off our economy 
from the world. That is called protectionism. 
The American people should not fear our 
economic future because we intend to shape 
our economic future. 

To keep America the world’s most com-
petitive and innovative nation, we must con-
tinue to lead the world in human talent and 
creativity. My American Competitiveness 
Initiative will encourage innovation through-
out our economy and give American children 
a firm grounding in math and science. 

This initiative has three key elements. The 
first element is to double the Federal com-
mitment to the most critical basic research 
programs in the physical sciences over the 
next decade. Most of the technological ad-
vances we enjoy today are the fruits of re-
search investments made years ago, and 
many of these advances benefitted from Gov-
ernment support. The increased funding I 
have proposed will support America’s cre-
ative minds as they explore promising areas 
such as nanotechnology, supercomputing, 
and alternative energy sources. These invest-
ments will lead to new inventions that offer 
better choices for consumers and a better life 
for our citizens. 

The second element of this new initiative 
is to encourage bolder private sector invest-
ment in technology, because the private sec-
tor remains America’s greatest engine of in-
novation. The research and development tax 
credit gives businesses an incentive to invest 
in projects that could lead to new discoveries. 
Congress allowed this tax credit to expire at 
the end of 2005, and the House and Senate 
are now considering another temporary ex-
tension. But a temporary extension does not 
allow our innovators to plan and invest with 
certainty. Other countries offer permanent 
tax incentives for research and development. 
To keep America the world’s leader in tech-
nology and innovation, Congress needs to 
make the tax credit for research and develop-
ment permanent. 

The third element of this initiative is to 
make sure our children learn the skills they 

will need to keep America the world’s most 
innovative country. Math and science are 
critical to many of our country’s fastest-grow-
ing industries, so we must encourage our 
children to take more math and science class-
es and make sure those classes are rigorous 
enough to compete with other nations. I’m 
proposing that we train 70,000 high school 
teachers to lead Advanced Placement courses 
in math and science, bring 30,000 math and 
science professionals to teach in classrooms, 
and give early help to students who struggle 
with math so they have a better chance at 
good, high-wage jobs. If we ensure that 
America’s children succeed in life, they will 
ensure that America succeeds in the world. 

The American Competitiveness Initiative 
will help our Nation remain the world’s eco-
nomic leader. By investing in research and 
development, unleashing the innovative spir-
it of America’s entrepreneurs, and making 
sure that our economy has workers highly 
skilled in math and science, we will lay the 
foundation for lasting economic prosperity. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:20 a.m. 
on February 3 at the Marriott Hotel Albuquerque 
in Albuquerque, NM, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on February 4. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on February 
3 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Statement on the International 
Atomic Energy Agency Board of 
Governors Vote To Report Iran to 
the United Nations Security Council 
February 4, 2006 

Today in Vienna, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency Board of Governors voted to 
report Iran to the United Nations Security 
Council. This important step sends a clear 
message to the regime in Iran that the world 
will not permit the Iranian regime to gain 
nuclear weapons. 

The Security Council will now address the 
IAEA Board’s finding of ‘‘Iran’s many fail-
ures and breaches of its obligations to com-
ply’’ with its Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
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