
402 Mar. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Members of the Community in 
Islamabad 
March 4, 2006 

Secretary Rice and Ambassador Crocker 
and I want to thank members from the civil 
society and members of Parliament for join-
ing us. My trip to Pakistan is a really impor-
tant trip. Pakistan is a strategic partner and 
a friend of the United States. 

I want to thank those of you who have 
come to share with me and the Secretary and 
the Ambassador, your thoughts about how 
the United States can better work with the 
people of Pakistan. 

One of the signs of a modern society is 
the empowerment of women. And I want to 
thank the women who have joined us here 
today to share your thoughts. And we’ve got 
the head of a bank; we’ve got a member of 
Parliament; we’ve got educators, heads of 
NGOs, businesspeople, that are all here to 
help us better understand the Pakistan soci-
ety and how we can better interrelate. 

Part of becoming closer friends is to listen, 
listen to concerns and to share our thoughts 
on common values. So we really want to 
thank you for being here. And thank you for 
your gracious hospitality to your country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at the 
U.S. Embassy. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan: United 
States-Pakistan Strategic Partnership 
March 4, 2006 

President Bush and President Musharraf 
have affirmed the long-term, strategic part-
nership between their two countries. In 
2004, the United States acknowledged its as-
pirations for closer bilateral ties with Pakistan 
by designating Pakistan as a Major Non- 
NATO Ally. The U.S.-Pakistan strategic part-
nership is based on the shared interests of 
the United States and Pakistan in building 
stable and sustainable democracy and in pro-
moting peace and security, stability, pros-

perity, and democracy in South Asia and 
across the globe. 

The two leaders are determined to 
strengthen the foundation for a strong, sta-
ble, and enduring relationship. This will re-
quire a significant expansion of U.S.-Pakistan 
bilateral economic ties, including mutual 
trade and investment. As a key step in this 
direction the United States and Pakistan are 
making meaningful progress toward con-
cluding a Bilateral Investment Treaty. 

Both leaders commit to working together 
with Afghanistan to make Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan a land bridge linking the economic 
potentials of South Asia and Central Asia. 

The American people feel profound sym-
pathy for the victims of the tragic earthquake 
that struck on October 8, 2005. President 
Bush reaffirmed the United States’ deter-
mination to stand by the Pakistani people as 
they recover and rebuild. 

President Bush and President Musharraf 
reaffirm their condemnation of terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations. Following 
the September 11 attacks, the United States 
and Pakistan joined international efforts to 
fight the scourge of terrorism. President 
Bush is grateful for President Musharraf’s 
strong and vital support in the war on terror. 
The two leaders underscored the need for 
a comprehensive strategy for addressing the 
threat of terrorism and extremism. President 
Bush and President Musharraf will continue 
to work together to address political injustice, 
poverty, corruption, ignorance, and hopeless-
ness. They resolve to maintain their close 
counterterrorism cooperation and to increase 
their efforts to reduce the threat of terrorism 
regionally and internationally. 

The two leaders recognize the need to pro-
mote tolerance, respect and mutual under-
standing, and inter-faith harmony to 
strengthen appreciation of the values and 
norms common to the world’s religions and 
cultures. The two leaders acknowledge with 
appreciation the various international initia-
tives in this regard including President 
Musharraf’s concept of Enlightened Modera-
tion. The two leaders agreed that acts that 
disturb inter-faith harmony should be avoid-
ed. 
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