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GPO TAPS INVENTOR OF THE YEAR TO
LEAD THE OFFICE OF INNOVATION AND

NEW TECHNOLOGY
Michael L. Wash Named GPO’s Chief Technical Officer

Washington, D.C.-Holding 18 patents and with more than a quarter century of experience in the
technology industry, Mike Wash joins the Government Printing Office (GPO) as Chief Technical
Officer and co-Director of the Office of Innovation and New Technology. In his new role, Wash
will provide guidance and development of technology designed to accelerate the transformation of
the GPO into a digital information processing facility.

“Mike has led projects at large organizations that have resulted in successful breakthroughs in
science. He has the advanced technology background and the real world experience to build the
next generation information system for the GPO,” says Bruce James, Public Printer of the United
States and the agency’s CEO. “Mike will be the architect of the agency’s new information system,
evaluate new technologies for their application to Government information and build an applied
research and development team at GPO.”

Prior to joining the GPO, Wash was the Executive Director of Product Management and Marketing
at Gerber Scientific Products. Wash joined Gerber after spending 26 years at Eastman Kodak
Company. At Kodak he directed the company’s digital photo finishing equipment business and was
responsible for developing the system to deliver Kodak Perfect Touch Processing for the consumer
photo market in North America and Europe. Earlier in his career at Kodak, Wash was instrumental
in developing the Information Exchange System that is used in the Advanced Photo System,
Kodak’s Advantix System. This work led to the patent that awarded him with the 1996 National
Inventor of the Year Award. He also held positions at Colorado Memory Systems in Loveland, as
Director of Engineering; and as a founder at Combyte, Inc., Fort Collins, Colorado, a
manufacturing and developing company of storage devices for the personal computer market, as
Vice President of Engineering. He is a Purdue University graduate.
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The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) is responsible for the production and distribution of
information products and services for all three branches of the Federal Government. More than
250,000 Federal Government document titles are available to the public via the Internet at
www.gpoaccess.gov. Printed copies of many of those documents ranging from Supreme Court
opinions to reports from the Bureau of Labor Statistics may also be ordered through the GPO's web
site or by calling toll-free 866-512-1800. The GPO, through partnership with 1,250 libraries
participating in the Federal Depository Library Program, provides personal assistance in locating
and using Government information. Participating libraries may be located on GPO's web site or by
calling toll-free 1-888-293-6498. The GPO, headquartered in Washington, DC, has offices in 20
cities, and is led by Bruce R. James, Public Printer of the United States.
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