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GPO AND THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
LIBRARIES SIGN AGREEMENT ON 

REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICES FOR THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) and the University of Minnesota Libraries 
(UMN) have signed an agreement under which UMN will provide regional depository library services to the 
selective depository libraries in Michigan.  Under the agreement, UMN will provide interlibrary loan and 
reference services, education and training, and related services to Michigan’s depository libraries.  In addition, 
UMN and the Library of Michigan/Michigan Department of Education have entered into a new service agreement 
that includes the creation of a Regional Depository Library Advisory Group to ensure the needs of all depository 
libraries within the region served are met.  
 
UMN and Michigan’s depository libraries are part of the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP), 
administered by GPO. Under the FDLP, GPO partners with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide to provide 
the public with free access to Government information in print and digital formats.  Most states are served by a 
regional depository library that is required to retain permanently one copy of all Government publications it 
receives through the FDLP.  The other depository libraries in each state are known as selectives, which may 
dispose of FDLP titles—in coordination with their regional—after five years.  The Library of Michigan 
relinquished its regional depository designation in 2011.  UMN’s offer to provide regional services received 
strong support from Michigan’s selective depository libraries.  UMN has also been providing regional services to 
South Dakota’s selective depository libraries since 1988. 
 
“The Federal Depository Library Program plays a critical role in serving as the official link between the 
Government and the public,” said Superintendent of Documents Mary Alice Baish.  “GPO supports flexible 
working relationships within the FDLP to ensure the public continues to have free access to Government 
information. We commend UMN’s University Librarian Wendy Pradt Lougee for agreeing to assume regional 
services for Michigan. In addition, we commend Michigan State Librarian Nancy Robertson in partnering with the 
UMN. These agreements demonstrate a strong commitment to the FDLP and providing an excellent level of 
services to depository libraries and their users.”    
 
GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging, indexing, 
authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S. Government. The GPO 
is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services for all three branches of the 
Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well as the official publications of 
Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print formats. GPO provides for permanent 
public access to Federal Government information at no charge through our Federal Digital System 
(www.fdsys.gov), partnerships with approximately 1,200 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal 
Depository Library Program, and our secure online bookstore. For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov. 
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