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GPO COMPLETES DIGITIZING ALL ISSUES
OF THE FEDERAL REGISTER

Washington —The U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) and the National Archives’ Office of the Federal
Register (OFR) have digitized every issue of the Federal Register, dating back to the first one published in
1936. A total of 14,587 individual issues, which is nearly two million pages, has been digitized.

The complete Federal Register from 1936 to the present is now available digitally on GPO’s govinfo.
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/FR.

Some highlights from the early issues of the Federal Register:

e The first Executive Order published in the Federal Register on March 14, 1936, enlarged the Cape
Romain Migratory Bird Refuge in South Carolina.

o The first war related Presidential proclamations following the Declaration of War on Japan was
published in the December 10, 1941 Federal Register issue.

o The August 25, 1958 issue contains the Executive Order outlining changes to the flag following the
admittance of Hawaii as a state.

“This is an important achievement for GPO and OFR in providing the public digital access to all Federal
Register issues from the Administrations of Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt to Donald J. Trump,” said Acting
GPO Deputy Director Andy Sherman. “The public will now be able to access these regulations on
smartphones, tablets, laptops, and personal computers. I congratulate GPO and OFR employees who made this
project a success.”

“We are proud to announce the completion of a long-awaited goal - digitization of the entire set of Federal
Registers that were not "born digitally" before 1994. With the release of the final set of books, GPO and the
OFR have made a great leap in providing public access to an important collection of 20th Century Federal
Government documents,” said OFR Director Oliver Potts.

The first issue of the Federal Register came off GPO presses on March 14, 1936. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued the first document, an Executive Order, to be published. The Federal Register is the official
daily publication for rules, proposed rules, and notices of Federal agencies and organizations, as well as
Executive Orders and other presidential documents. It is updated daily by 6 a.m. and is published Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays, in both digital and print editions.

GPO is the Federal Government's official, digital, secure resource for producing, procuring, cataloging,

indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official information products of the U.S.
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Follow GPO on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/USGPO, Twitter http://twitter.com/USGPO, Pinterest http://pinterest.com/usgpo/,

and on YouTube http://www.youtube.com/user/gpoprinter.
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Government. The GPO is responsible for the production and distribution of information products and services
for all three branches of the Federal Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well
as the official publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print
formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at no charge through
www.govinfo.gov and partnerships with approximately 1,150 libraries nationwide participating in the Federal

Depository Library Program. For more information, please visit www.gpo.gov.
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