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GPO AND LIBRARIES SET GOAL TO 
MAKE EVERY U.S. GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENT ACCESSIBLE 
 
WASHINGTON − The U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) is undertaking a massive 
effort to capture and make publicly accessible every U.S. Government document through 
the National Collection of U.S. Government Public Information (National Collection). GPO will do 
this by digitizing documents and making them accessible on govinfo and the Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications (CGP), as well as partnering with Federal depository 
libraries who serve as stewards for all tangible materials. The National Collection includes 
all public information products of the U.S. Government. To achieve its vision, GPO will 
identify, acquire, catalog, disseminate, digitize, make accessible, authenticate, and 
preserve all Government publications. 
 
“GPO’s pledge to make every U.S. Government document publicly accessibly is another 
way GPO is Keeping America Informed and is an important pillar supporting our democracy,” 
said GPO Director Hugh Nathanial Halpern. “GPO’s National Collection is a robust and 
expanding collection of documents and resources. We value GPO’s long-standing 
partnership with libraries across the Nation who continue to help us in our efforts to 
preserve these important documents while allowing free public access.” 
 
In the National Collection, the public can find many historic documents, including 
authentic messages and Papers of the Presidents for Presidents George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln; the Watergate Hearings; documents on the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy; Presidential addresses and speeches; Acts 
that created Federal agencies such as NASA and the National Park Service; and more. It 
also includes important recent documents that are added daily such as the Congressional 
Record, Federal Register, Congressional Bills, Presidential Executive Orders, and more. 
 
The National Collection is a geographically dispersed collection of the corpus of Federal 
Government public information, accessible to the public at no cost. The development, 
maintenance, and preservation of the National Collection is critical to providing free, 
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ready, and permanent public access to Federal Government information, now and for 
future generations. 
 
Through the CGP, the public can search for more than one million records in the National 
Collection and find direct links to the full document as well as nearby Federal Depository 
Libraries that offer the publication. GPO’s govinfo, the one-stop site for authentic 
information published by the Government, offers over two million content packages in the 
National Collection available for download. GPO’s govinfo is an ISO 16363 certified 
trustworthy digital repository—the only repository in the world with this certification. Visit 
www.govinfo.gov to explore the collection.  
 
GPO is the Federal Government’s official, digital, secure resource for producing, 
procuring, cataloging, indexing, authenticating, disseminating, and preserving the official 
information products of the U.S. Government. The GPO is responsible for the production 
and distribution of information products and services for all three branches of the Federal 
Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well as the official 
publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print 
formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at 
no charge through www.govinfo.gov and partnerships with approximately 1,100 libraries 
nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. For more 
information, please visit www.gpo.gov. 
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