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GPO MAKES AVAILABLE THOUSANDS OF NEW U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL SERIAL SET VOLUMES   

 
WASHINGTON – U.S. Government Publishing Office (GPO) has added more than 3,000 
volumes of the Congressional Serial Set containing more than 45,000 individual 
documents and reports to GPO’s GovInfo, the one-stop site for authentic, published 
information for all three branches of the Federal Government. This comes as part of a 
multi-year effort with the Library of Congress to digitize and make accessible the U.S. 
Congressional Serial Set back to the first volume, which was published in 1817.  
 
“A big congratulations to our Library Services and Content Management team and our 
GovInfo team for their work making accessible thousands of historic documents,” said 
GPO Director Hugh Nathanial Halpern. “This effort to preserve our Nation’s history serves 
as one more way we are delivering on our vision of an America Informed. I look forward to 
the continued digitization of these treasured documents.” 
 
Highlights from the newly added volumes include: 

1. Annual reports of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum  
2. Reports from May and June of 1874 relating to Susan B. Anthony’s criminal trial for 

illegally voting in elections in Rochester, New York. (At the time, women were 
barred from voting under New York state laws.)  

3. Hearings on the construction of the Panama Canal 
4. Compilations of the official records of the Union and Confederate armies during the 

American Civil War  
 
The United States Congressional Serial Set, commonly referred to as the Serial Set, is a 
compilation of all numbered House and Senate reports and documents, including 
executive reports and treaty documents, issued for each session of Congress. GPO is 
uploading volumes of the official Serial Set in phases for free public access on GovInfo. 
Thus far it makes available nearly 7,000 volumes, with nearly 11,000 remaining. The 
entire effort is expected to take at least a decade to complete. 
 
 

mailto:gsomerset@gpo.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/search/%7B%22query%22%3A%22collection%3Aserialset%20AND%20mods%3Aidentifier%3A(%40type%3A%5C%22ILS%20system%20id%5C%22%3A%5C%22001138735%5C%22)%22%2C%22offset%22%3A0%2C%22sortBy%22%3A%221%22%7D
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/SERIALSET-01625_00_00-175-0608-0000
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/SERIALSET-01626_00_00-037-0648-0000
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/SERIALSET-06319_00_00-002-0680-0000
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/search/%7B%22query%22%3A%22ilsid%3A001233049%22%2C%22offset%22%3A0%2C%22sortBy%22%3A%221%22%2C%22pageSize%22%3A100%7D


 

 

About GPO 
GPO is the Federal Government’s resource for publishing trusted information for the 
Federal Government to the American people. The GPO is responsible for the production 
and distribution of information products and services for all three branches of the Federal 
Government, including U.S. passports for the Department of State as well as the official 
publications of Congress, the White House, and other Federal agencies in digital and print 
formats. GPO provides for permanent public access to Federal Government information at 
no charge through www.govinfo.gov and partnerships with approximately 1,100 libraries 
nationwide participating in the Federal Depository Library Program. For more 
information, please visit www.gpo.gov. 
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