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BIOGRAPHY

A passion for change and getting things done has defined
the life of NORM COLEMAN from an early age. It has led him
from campus organizer in the 1960s, to a prosecutor in the
1970s, to solicitor general of Minnesota in the 1980s, to
mayor of St. Paul in the 1990s, to U.S. Senator for Min-
nesota in the 2000s.

Growing up in a large Jewish family in Brooklyn, NY, he
often said that most of his preparation for a life in politics
came from sitting around the huge Coleman family kitchen
table. Full-throated debate on the issues of the day and mu-
tual goodwill were always on the menu.

In college at Hofstra University on Long Island, NORM was
student body president and a student activist deeply in-
volved in the antiwar and civil rights movements. He went
to the University of Iowa Law School where he also served
as student body president and graduated with high honors.
And then, drawn by a job opportunity in the Office of Min-
nesota’s Attorney General, he headed north to take his first
professional job.

He spent 17 years in the Attorney General’s Office, pros-
ecuting cases all over Minnesota and getting involved in a
wide variety of public policy matters, including drug abuse
and civil rights.

In 1993, as a Democrat, NORM COLEMAN was elected
mayor of St. Paul, defeating the endorsed candidate of the
Democratic Farmer Labor Party.

One of his very first actions as mayor was the rejection of
a proposed contract with city workers because it included a
huge unfunded retirement benefit liability. His action was
controversial, but it saved St. Paul taxpayers tens of millions
of dollars.

When he took office, the capital city was experiencing a se-
rious economic decline and increase in crime and other social
problems. He set out to reform city services, put a lid on
property tax increases, and established public-private part-
nerships. His formula was “hope plus confidence equals in-
vestment.” He wanted to prove to the local business commu-
nity that city government was a reliable partner in their
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shared goals for the city. His efforts paid off, with more than
$3 billion of private investments in St. Paul. In 2002, then-
Mayor COLEMAN received the U.S. Conference of Mayors’
highest award recognizing excellence in public-private part-
nership.

An era of rapid change and economic improvement took
hold in St. Paul. Eighteen thousand new jobs came to the
city. A new science museum was built. The State’s largest
software developer, Lawson Software, moved its head-
quarters to downtown St. Paul. Harriett Island Park and the
land adjacent to the river were rehabilitated, reconnecting
the city to its greatest natural asset: the Mississippi River.
Increased community involvement in St. Paul schools and
law enforcement also brought measurable improvements.
And finally, Mayor COLEMAN engineered the return of a Na-
tional Hockey League franchise to Minnesota. The nationally
recognized Xcel Energy Center is now one of the premier en-
tertainment venues in America and home to the NHL Min-
nesota Wild. Often called the “House that Norm Built,” the
Xcel Energy Center figured in the national political scene as
home to the 2008 Republican National Convention, where
John McCain officially received his party’s nomination for
President.

In 1996 Mayor COLEMAN made a major change. Frustrated
that the Democratic Party he had been a part of from his
youth had assumed the role of defenders of the status quo,
he switched to the Republican Party because he felt it held
the best opportunity to bring about job growth, quality edu-
cation, and greater public safety. In 1997 he was reelected
mayor as a Republican, with 59 percent of the vote.

In 1998 he ran for Governor and narrowly lost to Inde-
pendent candidate Jesse Ventura in a three-way race. At 8
a.m. on the day after the election, he was back at his desk
in St. Paul.

Shortly after his term as mayor ended, he entered the race
for one of Minnesota’s seats in the U.S. Senate. He engaged
in a close and hard-fought campaign with incumbent Senator
Paul Wellstone, who tragically perished in a plane crash 11
days before the election. Former Vice President Walter Mon-
dale replaced him on the ticket. In one of the largest turnout
elections in the country, NORM was elected with over 1.1 mil-
lion votes and a 2-percent margin of victory.

Norm COLEMAN was sworn in as a U.S. Senator on Janu-
ary 7, 2003. After taking office, he quickly gained a reputa-
tion as a productive and thoughtful legislator, willing to
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work with Members of both political parties to get things
done for Minnesota and the Nation.

During the campaign, NORM COLEMAN promised to be a
strong advocate for Minnesota’s rural and agricultural com-
munities, and that is a covenant he kept. Upon taking office,
he secured a seat on the Senate Agriculture Committee. Min-
nesota owes one-third of its overall State economy to agri-
culture, and Senator COLEMAN was tireless in going to bat
for the needs of Minnesota’s producers, defending the farm
bill, ensuring agriculture disaster relief, and promoting rural
economic development. He played a key role both in helping
to write the 2008 farm bill and in breaking the political im-
passe that had been stalling the bill’s progress.

Senator COLEMAN brought Minnesota’s commitment to re-
newable fuels to the U.S. Senate. Minnesota is a national
leader in ethanol plants, biodiesel plants, and wind energy
projects. As co-chairman of the Senate Bio-Fuels Caucus,
Senator COLEMAN led efforts to expand renewable fuel initia-
tives, including the establishment of the first ever national
Renewable Fuels Standard, as well as tax incentives for a
range of renewable energy technologies.

Senator COLEMAN was a member of the Homeland Secu-
rity and Government Affairs Committee, where he led the
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations (PSI). During his
first 4 years in Congress, Senator COLEMAN served as chair-
man of the subcommittee, an assignment once held by Harry
Truman and rarely occupied by a freshman Senator. After
the Senate majority switched in 2007, Senator COLEMAN con-
tinued to lead the subcommittee as the ranking minority
member, maintaining a productive relationship with sub-
committee chairman Carl Levin. As a direct result of Senator
COLEMAN’S leadership of PSI, the subcommittee identified
more than $80 billion in waste, fraud, abuse, and potential
taxpayer savings. The subcommittee also conducted a his-
toric and groundbreaking investigation into allegations of
abuse and misconduct related to the U.N. Oil-for-Food Pro-
gram. Specifically, the subcommittee uncovered how Saddam
Hussein was able to manipulate the U.N.’s program to gen-
erate billions of dollars of illegal cash. Additionally, Senator
COLEMAN led a 3-year subcommittee investigation into the
security of our Nation’s ports, examining the threat of nu-
clear terrorism and assessing various programs to secure, de-
tect, and interdict nuclear and radiological materials domes-
tically and abroad.
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Senator COLEMAN also served as a senior member of the
prestigious Senate Foreign Relations Committee. There he
worked hard to ensure that America remained a powerful
force for democracy and compassion in the world. Under-
standing the importance of having an effective and credible
United Nations, he tirelessly led the fight for reform to en-
sure the United Nations was adequately equipped to face
emerging global challenges. He was also a leader in fostering
exchanges of people and ideas through such initiatives as the
Peace Corps and student exchanges, and in boosting Amer-
ica’s role in fighting global AIDS.

As chairman of the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on the
Western Hemisphere, and as ranking member of the Sub-
committee on the Near East and South Asia, Senator COLE-
MAN worked to foster closer ties with our hemispheric neigh-
bors as well as conduct oversight of the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. COLEMAN’s first bill to become law (P.L. 108-220)
ensured that servicemembers returning to the United States
for rest and recuperation would no longer be required to pay
their own airfare. He also worked to improve reintegration
for National Guard and Reserve members, and to reorganize
our Nation’s intelligence services.

Senator COLEMAN was also a member of the Senate Small
Business and Entrepreneurship Committee. A strong be-
liever in the power of the free market and individual initia-
tive, Senator COLEMAN was a firm and vocal advocate for
commonsense government regulation, low taxes, affordable
health plans, and entrepreneurial incentive. This committee
assignment allowed Senator COLEMAN to turn that philos-
ophy into real and meaningful policy.

Eager to tackle the challenges confronting the increasing
number of baby boomers approaching retirement, Senator
COLEMAN was selected to join the U.S. Senate Special Com-
mittee on Aging, which looks out for the interests of Amer-
ica’s seniors. NORM COLEMAN was a critical vote in the pas-
sage of legislation to create the Medicare Part D prescription
drug benefit.

NorMm COLEMAN cared deeply about issues related to chil-
dren. He was selected to co-chair the Congressional Coalition
on Adoptions. In addition to assisting hundreds of Minnesota
families with complex international adoptions, Senator
COLEMAN passed legislation to encourage teen adoption by
modifying the rules for college financial aid. He also passed
the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act to offer hope and re-
sources to families faced with this heartbreaking condition.
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Throughout his time in the U.S. Senate, NORM COLEMAN
continued to work hard for the needs of his State, personally
visiting each of Minnesota’s 87 counties and dispatching his
staff to each of Minnesota’s 853 municipalities. In the after-
math of the 2007 collapse of the I-35W bridge in Minnesota,
Senator COLEMAN was part of a bipartisan, bicameral effort
to fund and rebuild the bridge in remarkably rapid fashion.
NorM COLEMAN worked tirelessly to provide disaster relief
to Minnesota farmers affected by flood and drought, miti-
gated the impact of the Western Hemisphere Travel Initia-
tive for those crossing Minnesota’s border with Canada, and
permitted the construction of a Critical Access Hospital in
Walker, MN.

Norm COLEMAN’s voice and commitment to conservative
values and causes will continue in the future. His belief in
the free market, lower taxes, fiscal responsibility and a
strong national security will lead him to support causes and
efforts that will help restore confidence in center-right con-
servative principles and ideals.

Senator COLEMAN and his wife, Laurie, presently have two
children, Jacob and Sarah. Their first son, Adam, and last
daughter, Grace, died in infancy.
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Proceedings in the Senate

TUESDAY, July 7, 2009

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. ... I wanted to say something about
Norm COLEMAN. Last week he made a difficult decision. He
had the right to pursue a legal challenge, but he did what
was right for Minnesota. NORM was my Senate colleague for
2 years. We often worked together on issues for Minnesota,
and we all wish him and his family the best. ...

THURSDAY, July 9, 2009

MR. McCONNELL. Madam President, it was a politician
from Kentucky who introduced the expression “self-made
man” into the lexicon. But even Henry Clay didn’t follow as
unlikely a path as NORM COLEMAN did to the U.S. Senate.
As NORM puts it, he never even knew a Republican or a Lu-
theran before he left home for college.

Yet this middle-class son of Brooklyn became one of the
best Senators the people of Minnesota have ever known. And
he has always made sure to give them all the credit, even
when the voters would have excused him for taking a little
credit of his own.

Another great American politician said the U.S. Constitu-
tion was “the work of many heads and many hands.” NORM’s
always had the same attitude about his own career. He is
grateful for the opportunities he has had. He gives it every-
thing he has. Then he is grateful when his efforts on behalf
of others succeed, which is more often than not.

The day he got here he was asked how it felt. He had a
simple response. He said he was humbled by the oppor-
tunity. “I believe that what I can do well, my gift,” he said,
“is to serve people, and now I have this incredible oppor-
tunity to serve as a U.S. Senator.” Six years later, on the day
he conceded defeat, his first impulse was again to thank oth-
ers. He thanked his staff for the long hours and hard work
they had put in on his behalf. And he said he would always
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be grateful to and humbled by the people of Minnesota who
had given him the honor to serve, and even more grateful for
the patience and understanding they showed over these last
several months.

It wasn’t the outcome he wanted. It wasn’t the outcome
that his Republican friends and colleagues in the Senate
wanted. But we couldn’t have expected anything less from
NorM COLEMAN than the class and graciousness he showed
in the closing act of this phase in his career as a public serv-
ant.

As T said, NORM came to be a Republican Senator from
Minnesota by a rather unusual route. He was a campus ac-
tivist in the 1960s, and a rather prominent one at that. After
college, NORM earned a scholarship to the University of Iowa
Law School and came to love the people and the place.

From there, he went on to Minnesota to serve in the Min-
nesota Attorney General’s Office. Later, he would use his tal-
ents as chief prosecutor for the State of Minnesota, and then
as mayor of St. Paul, first as a Democrat and then as a Re-
publican. In what has to go down as one of the more remark-
able feats of bipartisanship in American politics, NORM has
the distinction of serving as the 1996 co-chairman of the
Committee to Reelect Bill Clinton and the 2000 State chair-
man for George W. Bush’s campaign.

As a big-city mayor, NORM didn’t disappoint. He showed a
real knack for bringing business and government together.
He led a downtown revitalization effort, created thousands of
jobs, brought the National Hockey League to St. Paul and
fought to keep taxes low. He left office with a 74-percent ap-
proval rating after two terms that a local magazine called
“by almost any measure ... an unqualified success.”

In 2002, NORM was still thinking about how he could serve
on the State level when he got a call from the President ask-
ing him if he would run for the Senate. He accepted the chal-
lenge and then he fought a tough and principled campaign
against our late beloved colleague Paul Wellstone before
Paul’s tragic death shortly before the end of that tumultuous
campaign. NORM grieved with the rest of Minnesota at Paul’s
passing, defeated his replacement in the race, and was sworn
in 2 months later as Laurie, their children, Jake and Sarah,
and NORM’s parents, Beverly and Norman, looked on. Laurie
summed up the day like this: “It’s incredible to think that he
has this opportunity.”

Norm didn’t waste a day. An instant hit at Republican
events across the country, he kept up the same torrid pace
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in the Senate he had set in his come-from-behind win the
previous November. He pushed legislation that benefited
Minnesotans and all Americans, and he never let up.

NORM spoke the other day about some of his accomplish-
ments here. He mentioned a few areas in particular, includ-
ing U.N. oversight, working with Minnesota farmers, and his
work on energy independence. But he said his best ideas
came from the people of Minnesota.

He was being humble. In a single term, NORM put together
a remarkable record of results. On energy and conservation,
he played a key role in establishing the renewable fuels
standard. He helped pass an extension of the tax credits for
wind, biomass, and other renewable fuels. He secured loan
guarantees and tax incentives for clean coal power; protected
fish populations; and supported conservation programs to
protect Minnesota’s lakes, rivers, and woodlands.

He led major anticorruption efforts, including a ground-
breaking exposure of fraud at the United Nations. He ex-
posed more than $1 billion in wasteful Medicare spending
and uncovered serial tax evasion by defense contractors.
NORM was also instrumental in passing the Conquer Child-
hood Cancer Act which increased funding for childhood can-
cer research.

The proud son of a World War II veteran, NORM has been
a true friend to all veterans. The first piece of legislation he
introduced was a bill requiring the Pentagon to cover the
travel expenses of troops heading home from service abroad.
NoRM worked on a bipartisan basis to establish the first-ever
national reintegration program for returning troops. And he
worked hard in the early years after 9/11 to strengthen
homeland security.

NorMm COLEMAN’s service in the Senate has been marked
by the same high level of distinction that has marked every-
thing else he has done in three decades of public service.
Today we honor our colleague and friend for that long career
that we hope is far from over. And we punctuate an incred-
ibly hard-fought campaign that some people thought might
never end.

In the end, it didn’t turn out the way many of us had
hoped it would. But none of us was surprised by the gra-
ciousness with which NORM COLEMAN accepted the verdict,
and all of us can celebrate the 6 years of dedicated service
he gave to the people of Minnesota.

After another setback some years back, NORM COLEMAN
said that real defeat isn’t getting knocked down. It is not get-
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ting back up. And I have no doubt that this is not the last
we will hear from NORM COLEMAN. He already has a legacy
to be proud of. But it is a legacy that is still very much in
the works. More chapters will be written. And they will bear
the same strong hand and commitment to people and prin-
ciple that he has shown in every other endeavor of a long
and distinguished career.

In private conversation Senator COLEMAN often talks
about resting on the truths of his faith. It is an untold Wash-
ington story—the glue of faith that holds this city together.
So as I say goodbye to Senator COLEMAN, I would like to do
so with words from the Torah that he knows well:

The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you,
And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, And
give you peace.

And on behalf of the entire Senate family, I want to thank
Norw for his service. We will miss him.

I yield the floor.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, first let me associate my-
self with the remarks of the Republican leader, Senator
McConnell, relative to our colleague NORM COLEMAN. I en-
joyed serving with NORM. We worked together on a number
of issues during our service in the Senate. I was actively sup-
porting his opponent Al Franken in the Minnesota race. I
thought, as Senator McConnell noted, that Senator COLEMAN
showed extraordinary grace in conceding after the latest
Minnesota Supreme Court decision. It was a relief to all in-
volved and to the people of Minnesota to have two Senators
representing them here in this Chamber. I wish Senator
COLEMAN the very best in his future endeavors and again
thank Senator McConnell for his remarks which I know
speak on behalf of all Senators from both sides of the aisle.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, in 1998, NORM
COLEMAN ran for Governor of Minnesota against the son of
one of the most revered Members of this body, Hubert Hum-
phrey, who was also a former Vice President of the United
States, and a noted wrestler, Jesse Ventura, who was elected
Governor.

In 2002 NorM COLEMAN ran a campaign against Paul
Wellstone, a beloved Member of this body who was tragically
killed in an airplane crash a week or so before the election,
bringing into the race a former Vice President of the United
States, a former U.S. Senator and Ambassador, Walter Mon-
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dale. The whole country watched and was riveted by that
race during that last week. NORM COLEMAN won that race.

This past year, NORM COLEMAN was a participant in a
race that also riveted the Nation. He was opposed by a well-
known TV personality, Al Franken, now a Member of this
body. The race went on for 2 years, with much publicity.
Then it went on for another 8 months after election day.

If NorM COLEMAN could have found some way to make the
2000 Presidential election Bush v. Gore v. Coleman, NORM
would have been a participant in every single one of the
most spectacular political races of the last decade.

NorM and I arrived in the Senate on the same day in
2003. We not only were Members of the Senate family, which
we often talk about here and which extends to both sides of
the aisle, we were Members of the same class, and are good
friends.

My wife, Honey, and I got to know NORM and his wife,
Laurie the mother of their two children. We know of his love
for his family and of his deep religious faith. Each of us in
the Senate has enjoyed the good humor and cheer and civil
relationship that NOrRM has had with his colleagues, both
Democrats and Republicans.

But most memorable—and the Republican leader spoke of
some of this—is NORM COLEMAN’s record of service to our
country: chief prosecutor for the State of Minnesota, mayor
of St. Paul, Senator.

He has been a strong, eloquent, effective voice for the cen-
ter of this country—an independent voice of the kind our
country and the Republican Party needs to attract and rep-
resent and continue to bring the center into our party and
into our political process.

The political campaigns of NORM COLEMAN have been
more spectacular than those of any of us in the Senate. But
the public service chapters of his life have been equally im-
pressive. As this door closes, I am confident new ones will
open.

When I was Governor of Tennessee, my chief of staff, a
former Marine, came in and said to me during my last years:
“Governor, I would like to say to you that people remember
the last thing you do.” And I had no idea why he said that
to me, but I never could get it out of my mind, and I think
it is pretty good advice.

People will remember the last thing NorRM COLEMAN did
in this campaign. He proved to be determined and coura-
geous and, in the Minnesota tradition, a happy warrior in at-
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tempting to make sure that every Minnesota vote counted in
the race, which was decided by just a few votes.

But then, when the Minnesota Supreme Court made its
decision, he immediately was gracious about accepting the
rule of law and the court’s decision and stepping aside and
congratulating Al Franken.

That is the picture of NORM COLEMAN that most Minneso-
tans and most Americans will remember. That may have
been the last thing that NORM did in this race, but I am sure
it is far from the last thing he is likely to do in public life.

NorM COLEMAN, after those three spectacular races, de-
serves an easy, humdrum, conventional political race some-
day. And Minnesota and the Nation can hope we will deserve
and have many more years of NORM COLEMAN’s public serv-
ice.

Madam President, I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

I see my colleague from Florida.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from
Florida.

Mr. MARTINEZ. Thank you, Madam President.

Madam President, I am here this morning to speak about
my good friend and former colleague, NORM COLEMAN.

Norm and I first met when I was Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development and NORM had been the mayor of
St. Paul—I had been the mayor of Orange County, FL—and
immediately we established a bond. We kind of spoke the
same language, if you will. We understood each other. We
had both been involved in the milieu of urban politics as well
as the challenges and responsibilities of being a big-city
urban-center mayor.

I remember our discussions about the problems of the cit-
ies and about the opportunities. NORM had been very suc-
cessful in creating a new arena for the hockey team in St.
Paul, and this was, I know, a tremendously proud thing for
him, an accomplishment he had.

Little did I know our paths would again cross here in the
Senate. I remember being in Miami at a radio station and
there was a TV monitor on the screen during the election of
2002, and I remember it was a debate between NORM COLE-
MAN and former Vice President and Senator Walter Mondale.
I remember being detained there watching him and thinking
what a tough spot he landed in, what a complicated race it
had been through the tragic death of Senator Wellstone, and
how proud I was of him, of this fellow whom I did not know
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that well but whom I had met on a couple of occasions, and
he was handling himself quite well. It turned out he was
successful in that race.

Then, only a couple years later, we were reunited here in
the Senate as colleagues. We both immediately found one an-
other on the Foreign Relations Committee. NORM, at that
time, was the chair of the Western Hemisphere Sub-
committee. I found in NORM someone who was uncommonly
knowledgeable about the Western Hemisphere and carried
out those responsibilities with a great sense of urgency.

NoORM and I traveled in Latin America together. We trav-
eled to Chile and to Colombia and perhaps a couple of other
places where we conducted meetings trying to advance the
U.S. agenda, promoting the rule of law, fighting against
narcotrafficking that is such a blight upon our cities and our
communities, and trying to improve the conditions of demo-
cratic rule in the region.

I have no doubt that if NorRM COLEMAN were in the Senate
this week, he would have been side by side with us as we
have watched closely the events in Honduras and have tried
to promote a reasonable, fair, and democratic outcome to
that country’s troubled current moments.

He was the original sponsor of efforts to build stronger re-
lations with our neighbors to the south. I had the oppor-
tunity, as I said, to travel with him. Part of our traveling
took us to Colombia where a tremendous challenge lies
ahead for the people of that country as they fight for the rule
of law and against the narcoterrorists in that country. I re-
member our meeting with President Uribe.

NoRM was also very committed and concerned about a sta-
ble Middle East, about advancing the peace process in the
Middle East, but also about the security of Israel. He was a
very strong voice for a strong United States-Israel relation-
ship. He was a clear voice on the need for us to not allow
Iran to develop a capability that is nuclear and that would
invite the opportunity for Iran to carry out the stated wishes
of destroying the state of Israel. He was a friend of Israel.

He was also a friend of Cuban freedom. I remember when
NoORM was first in the Senate. He came to the Senate 2 years
before I did. During that time I was still Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. I heard that NORM COLEMAN
was traveling to Cuba. I said to NORM: “As you travel to
Cuba, as a now-sitting Senator, I hope you will remember
there is a large and growing dissident movement on that is-
land, and they deserve the same recognition you would have
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given to Lech Walesa or Vaclav Havel had you been trav-
eling to Eastern Europe in the 1980s.

NoORM heard my voice and sought the opportunity to meet
with the Cuban dissidents while he was on the island. This
came as a great surprise to his host because the Cuban Gov-
ernment frowns upon visiting dignitaries meeting with any-
one who would present the potential for a democratic opposi-
tion to a country that has not known democracy now for half
a century.

But, in any event, NORM COLEMAN met with them, and not
only met with them but while in Cuba made some very
strong statements about the need for a democratic solution
to the Cuban situation, about the need for the people of
Cuba to have an opportunity to live in freedom, and he spoke
highly about the dissidents. Needless to say, that was the
last time NORM COLEMAN was invited to visit Cuba by the
Cuban Government. But I knew then I had found a friend
who clearly understood the difference between freedom and
oppression and who would clearly stand on the side of free-
dom.

NoORM, as has been expressed here this morning, with
great grace and courage fought through a very difficult elec-
tion, and that is in addition to the ups and downs of all that
went on in the recount and the legal challenges that fol-
lowed.

NorM, with great grace, moved aside. When the time was
right, and when the legal challenges had been exhausted, he
did so with the grace and dignity that is the hallmark of
NorM COLEMAN.

NorMm and Laurie are my friends. I wish them the very
best as they go forward in their lives. I know they will find
other opportunities to be of service to the people of Min-
nesota and to the people of the United States, and I might
daresay also to the people of Florida because NORM has a
great affection for my State, where he has spent a lot of his
time—I would daresay particularly in the cold and bitter
months when maybe it is a little more pleasant around my
neck of the woods than it would be in Minnesota.

But we always welcome NORM to Florida. We hope he will
continue to visit us frequently, where he has a multitude of
friends and a multitude of people who love him, who appre-
ciate him, and who thank him for his great service to our
Nation and our State, and who thank him for the great con-
cern he has demonstrated about people who are oppressed,
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as well as those who seek to live in freedom and peace with-
out threat from their neighbors.
Madam President, I thank you and yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from
Utah.

Mr. BENNETT. Madam President, I am pleased to join
with my colleagues in making some comments about our
former colleague, NORM COLEMAN. I welcome Senator
Franken to the Senate. I welcome him to his service here
and congratulate him on his victory. But it would come as
no surprise that Senator COLEMAN will be sadly missed.

I had the experience of serving with him on the Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee where he
served as the chairman of the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigation. This is a subcommittee that has an interesting
history. It has the history of some demagoguery if you go
back into the past. It also has a history of some accomplish-
ment of the various Senators who have served there. I think
it unusual that a freshman Senator would serve in that ca-
pacity and serve as if he were not a freshman but a seasoned
veteran. He took over that assignment and went after a
number of areas of controversy, and pursued a number of
difficulties, and with a persistence that served him and the
Senate very well.

So with all of the things we have heard about NORM COLE-
MAN—his intelligence, his grace, his willingness to work hard
and at the same time do so with a sense of class about him—
I add my tribute to his ability to take on a difficult assign-
ment and follow it through.

I wish him and his wife and his family well in their activi-
ties now. I will not go through the resume the Republican
leader has established for us. I simply add my voice of grati-
tude for the opportunity of serving with NORM COLEMAN and
my best wishes for him in his future activities. He is a young
and vigorous enough man that I think we will hear far more
from him in the years ahead.

I yield the floor and suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The clerk will call
the roll.
The bill clerk called the roll.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from
Georgia is recognized.
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection,
it is so ordered.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, I rise to speak this
morning for a few minutes about my dear friend, now former
Senator, NORM COLEMAN, from the great State of Minnesota.
NORM was a very unique individual in the Senate. He grew
up in New York, was educated in Iowa, and wound up living
in Minnesota. He was a student leader in undergraduate
school as well as in law school, so his leadership qualities
were certainly recognized early on.

NORM grew up in an era right behind me, which was the
era of big rock bands, and NORM was right in with the ma-
jority of the crowd of young folks back then and, in fact, was
a roadie with a rock band for a while. He spent his 20th
birthday at Woodstock. We used to joke about that a lot in
some of our conversations.

After law school, NORM obviously settled down in the State
of Minnesota where he joined the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral and eventually became the State solicitor general. He
prosecuted any number of cases in both of those offices. He
became the mayor of St. Paul, MN, in 1993, and, boy, did he
ever take over a town that was headed south and bring it
back to be a totally revitalized community in a way in which,
frankly, I have never seen.

When you talk to the people of St. Paul today and you ask
them about what NOrRM COLEMAN did for the downtown area
of St. Paul, a smile immediately comes to the faces of those
residents. He created thousands of new jobs and brought in
more than $3 billion worth of new development to the city.
The one thing St. Paul residents, as well as Minneapolis
residents, will tell you today about NORM COLEMAN from the
standpoint of his legacy as mayor is that he brought the
hockey team back to Minneapolis-St. Paul, and that has had
a tremendous economic influence on that community.

I think it is a real tribute to NORM and his leadership that
after being elected as a Democrat in 1993, he became a Re-
publican in 1996, and then ran for reelection as mayor in
1997 as a Republican, and was again elected mayor of St.
Paul. NORM ran for Governor of Minnesota in 1998, and as
a testament to the character, the integrity, and the dedica-
tion as a public servant, when he lost that race for Governor,
he was still mayor of St. Paul, and the day after that elec-
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tion, he was back in his mayoral office at 8 a.m. taking care
of the business of the people of St. Paul.

I was very privileged to know NORM in a way other than
just being a colleague. We were very close personal friends.
Having been elected together, individuals within classes tend
to hang together from time to time, and NORM and I enjoyed
many social moments outside of this Chamber, as well as
many strong professional moments inside this Chamber. I
will have to say that as chairman of the Committee on Agri-
culture, of which NORM was a member, there was no harder
working member of that committee for his constituents, no
more dedicated individual to agricultural interests in his
State than was NORM COLEMAN. In fact, during the farm bill
debate last year, NORM pounded on me every single day dur-
ing the course of that farm bill debate about some issue that
was of particular interest to his State. It may have been
talking about some issue relative to ethanol, some issue rel-
ative to the issues surrounding corn, wheat, or sugar beets,
but whatever it was, NORM was just a hard-working, dedi-
cated man when it came to making sure his constituents’ in-
terests were protected in that piece of 