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BIOGRAPHY

JEFF BINGAMAN, born October 3, 1943, grew up in Silver
City, NM, and attended Silver City public schools. Both his
parents were educators. His father Jesse was the chairman
of the science department at Western New Mexico Univer-
sity. His mother Beth was an elementary school teacher.

After graduating from Western High School (now Silver
High) in 1961, JEFF BINGAMAN attended Harvard University,
where he earned a bachelor of arts degree in government in
1965. He subsequently entered the Stanford University
School of Law, where he graduated in 1968. He served in the
Army Reserves from 1968 to 1974. In 1969 he began his
legal career as assistant New Mexico attorney general and
served as counsel to the New Mexico State Constitutional
Convention held in Santa Fe in 1969. The following year he
entered private practice. In 1978 he was elected attorney
general of New Mexico. He was first elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate for New Mexico in 1982 and was reelected in the fol-
lowing four terms.

Senator BINGAMAN was committed to improving economic
opportunity and economic security for America’s working
families, and to retaining our Nation’s competitive edge in
the world economy. He was a leader in the effort to enhance
U.S. industrial competitiveness, improve the Nation’s trading
position in the world, and create high-wage jobs in the
United States and New Mexico. He is known for helping
launch a major expansion of “dual-use” military and com-
mercial technologies. He was a prime author of the legisla-
tion creating SEMATECH, an innovative public-private con-
sortium credited with helping bring the American semicon-
ductor industry back from the doldrums of the 1980s. The
Senator also fought for creation and tough enforcement of
the U.S.-Japan Semiconductor Agreement in 1986. That
agreement, and the creation of SEMATECH, were major fac-
tors in Intel Corporation’s decision to expand, which pro-
duced thousands of jobs in New Mexico. In response to the
National Academy of Science’s report titled “Rising Above
the Gathering Storm,” which raised concerns about the Na-
tion’s ability to retain its advantage in the marketplace in
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science and technology, Senator Bingaman joined a bipar-
tisan group of Senators to write the America Creating Op-
portunities to Meaningfully Promote Excellence in Tech-
nology, Education, and Science Act of 2007. The purpose of
the law, called “America COMPETES,” was to invest in inno-
vation through research and development and education.
Senator BINGAMAN dedicated a significant amount of his
work in the Senate to health care issues. He served as a
member of the two committees with primary jurisdiction over
health care—the Senate Finance Committee and the Health,
Education, Labor, and Pension (HELP) Committee. For his
last six Congresses he was the only Democrat to sit on both
committees and often served as a bridge on health care
issues for both. Much of his work focused on low-income
health care programs for children and the elderly through
the Medicare, Medicaid, and Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP). He also was known to champion reforms to
improve the overall quality and efficiency of health care as
well as oral health care and health care workforce issues.
Notably, during national health reform efforts in 2009 and
2010, Senator BINGAMAN’s dual role on the Finance and
HELP Committees placed him in a pivotal role; he was
asked by HELP Chairman Kennedy to lead negotiations for
Title I of the Affordable Care Act and he was asked by Fi-
nance Chairman Baucus to participate in the bipartisan
Gang of Six negotiations. Senator BINGAMAN took a leading
role authoring many provisions in the new law including the
creation of health insurance exchanges, insurance market re-
forms, Medicare payment and quality improvements, oral
health care, as well as health care workforce improvements.
JEFF BINGAMAN has been called the “Education Senator”
by one of New Mexico’s leading newspapers. He was the first
Senator to introduce legislation calling for national education
goals and academic standards. He was also a cosponsor of
the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, which established na-
tional content and performance standards in core academic
subjects such as math, English, and geography, and also en-
couraged States to develop their own academic content and
performance standards. His Technology for Education Act
provides schools nationwide with the strategy and resources
to help them use educational technologies to assist American
students achieve academic standards and prepare them for
the workplace. He was a leading advocate for expanding ac-
cess to the Advanced Placement (AP) Program that enables
students to obtain college credit while still in high school. He
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emphasized making AP courses available to students from
all economic backgrounds.

Senator BINGAMAN served as both chairman and ranking
minority member of the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee over a 12-year period, as well as a senior
member of the Senate Finance Committee, chairing its Sub-
committee on Energy, Natural Resources, and Infrastruc-
ture. In these roles, Senator BINGAMAN made an indelible
mark on the Nation’s energy and land conservation policy.
He worked to protect and enhance New Mexico’s and the Na-
tion’s public lands and its natural and cultural resources. He
led the charge for passage of a law in 2000 that allowed the
Federal Government to acquire for $100 million the 94,761-
acre Baca Ranch in the Jemez Mountains—one of only three
supervolcanoes in the United States—and to designate it as
the Valles Caldera National Preserve to protect its natural
values and cultural resources for future generations. In 2009
Senator BINGAMAN won passage of a law that protected more
than 2 million acres of Federal land in 9 States as wilder-
ness, added over 1,100 miles of rivers to the National Wild
and Scenic River System, and established 4 new national
conservation areas and 1 new national monument. Senator
BINGAMAN also negotiated and authored the legislation that
President Barack Obama used to establish the 242,500-acre
Rio Grande del Norte National Monument in Taos County,
NM—the first large landscape protected by President Obama
using his authority under the Antiquities Act.

Senator BINGAMAN was also a strong champion of Indian
Country. He authored legislation that resolved an ownership
dispute between Sandia Pueblo and the Federal Government
over title to Sandia Mountain near Albuquerque and legisla-
tion that settled three separate longstanding Indian water
rights claims by the Navajo Nation, Taos Pueblo, and the
four Pueblo Indian tribes in the Pojoaque Basin, ensuring
that these tribes will have secure and reliable access to clean
water in the future. He also worked to secure passage of the
Claims Resolution Act of 2010 which provided $3.4 billion for
the Cobell Indian Trust Settlement.

His focus on diversifying the Nation’s supply of both elec-
tricity and transportation fuels ushered in an era of expan-
sive growth in renewable power and fuels, while facilitating
the technological developments that gave rise to unprece-
dented discovery and production of domestic gas and oil re-
serves.
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His work on energy efficiency produced new Federal poli-
cies promoting energy conservation through more efficient
lighting, appliances, manufacturing, vehicles, and buildings.
This legacy has contributed greatly to increasing U.S. self-re-
liance in energy, while also reducing carbon emissions.

His leadership in creating ARPA-E, a Department of En-
ergy based investment fund for early stage potentially
“game-changing,” energy technologies will yield benefits to
the Nation’s energy production and conservation for decades
to come.

Public safety concerns were of equal importance to the
Senator, as he worked to make America’s streets, schools,
and homes safer. He supported a crime bill that provided
funds for more than 300 police officers in New Mexico as
well as prisons and crime prevention initiatives for youth.

He was known for his long-term approach to defense
issues and for his critical thinking on issues of international
concern. He was a strong and consistent voice for reducing
the threat posed by nuclear, chemical, and biological weap-
ons worldwide. He pushed for ratification of the START II
Treaty and Chemical Weapons Convention and for reduction
of the threat posed by weapons of mass destruction.

His work on international policies also included efforts to
strengthen non-military relationships, such as through col-
laboration on science research and technology commercializa-
tion, and his work reflected his commitment to human
rights, as evidenced by his success in winning funding for
workers rights enforcement in the Dominican Republic-
Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement
(CAFTA-DR). He advocated the provision of U.S. inter-
national trade preferences to developing countries such as
Haiti to complement traditional foreign assistance and speed
economic growth in those countries.

Senator BINGAMAN served on the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources from 1985 to 2013, for which he was
chairman or ranking minority member from 1999 to 2013;
the Committee on Finance from 2001 to 2013; the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions from 1987 to
2013; and the Joint Economic Committee from 1987 to 2013.
Before joining the Finance Committee, he served on the
Committee on Armed Services for nearly two decades. He
also served for shorter periods on the Special Committee on
Aging, the Select Committee on Ethics, the Committee on
Government Affairs, the Senate Impeachment Trial Com-

[ viii ]



mittee, and the Special Committee on the Year 2000 Tech-
nology Problem.

He is married to Anne K. Bingaman, a longtime New Mex-
ico attorney, and they have a son John.
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Farewell to the Senate

Thursday, December 13, 2012

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, in 1981, in his first inau-
gural address, President Reagan said, “Government is not
the solution to our problem; government is the problem.”

I came to the Senate 2 years later in 1983 with the firm
belief that in most cases his statement was wrong. I believed
then and I believe now that the Federal Government can be
a constructive force for good; in protecting and maintaining
the civil liberties of all Americans, in maintaining and
strengthening our economy, in protecting our environment,
and in helping Americans live productive and fulfilling lives.

As T look back over the last 30 years, many of the argu-
ments that have consumed our time at the Senate, whether
on questions of spending or taxes or regulation or fiscal pol-
icy, those questions have divided between those who saw
government as the problem and those who believed it could
and should be a constructive force for helping the American
people deal with problems. I consider myself firmly in the
second camp. In each of the major areas of national concern,
I would like to be able to report progress for the country
since I arrived in the Senate. Unfortunately, the record of
progress is not so clear. In many areas, we have made
progress, but there are also instances where we have lost
more ground than we have gained. As issues continue to be
reconsidered, I am reminded of the well-known statement
that “success is never permanent in Washington.”

With regard to our Nation’s security from foreign aggres-
sion, the end of the cold war and the collapse of the Soviet
Union were clearly the most positive developments we have
seen in the last 30 years. If the end of the cold war was the
most positive national security development I witnessed
since coming to the Senate, the invasion of Iraq to bring
about regime change in that country was the biggest na-
tional security blunder. That blunder cost our Nation dearly
in service men and women killed and injured and in re-
sources that should have been used to strengthen our econ-
omy here at home. Last month, I was stopped by a woman
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from northern New Mexico who thanked me for my service
in the Senate and particularly for my vote against granting
President Bush the authority to take our country into that
war.

The Nation’s fiscal policy is very much the focus of the
Senate’s attention during these final weeks of the 112th Con-
gress. On this issue, again, we have made one step forward
during the time I have been in the Senate, but, unfortu-
nately, we have taken two steps back. I arrived in the Sen-
ate in January 1983, a period of large deficits compared to
anything the country had experienced for several decades.
Those large deficits grew and persisted through the Reagan
Presidency.

In 1990, a democratically controlled Congress and Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush made a significant step forward,
reining in those deficits with the enactment of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of that year, 1990. That law cre-
ated the statutory paygo requirement. It also increased mar-
ginal rates for the wealthiest Americans, and I was proud to
support the measure. In 1993, another major step was taken
when, at the urging of President Clinton, Congress enacted
the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of that year, 1993.
Again, that measure both raised taxes and constrained
spending. It was denounced by many in the Senate as sure
to throw the economy into recession. In fact, the opposite oc-
curred, and the economy prospered. As a result of these pol-
icy changes and the strong economy of the 1990s, we enjoyed
a period of balanced budgets and even surpluses in 1998,
1999, 2000, and 2001.

Unfortunately, those surpluses were not to continue. Presi-
dent George W. Bush urged Congress to cut taxes and Con-
gress was all too willing to oblige, and although I didn’t sup-
port the 2001 or 2003 tax cuts, they were passed. At about
the same time we were cutting taxes more than we could af-
ford, we were also going to war in Afghanistan and in Iraq
and adding a new drug benefit to Medicare. No provision
was made to raise revenue or cut spending elsewhere to pay
for any of these mammoth undertakings. Of course, the cost
of health care, both the cost to government and to families
and businesses who purchased private insurance, continued
to grow at too rapid a pace. So the result was a return to
large deficits and, of course, those large deficits grew sub-
stantially larger because of the recession that began in De-
cember 2007.
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Today, we are trying to strengthen our economy while at
the same time trying to reduce projected deficits. That long-
term deficit reduction will, once again, require higher taxes
as well as new constraints on spending, and I hope that even
in these final days of this 112th Congress, we can reach
agreement to proceed.

As regards health care, in the long-standing fight to pro-
vide Americans with access to affordable health care, we
have seen significant progress. In 1997 we enacted the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program which resulted in nearly 8
million American children obtaining access to health care. Of
course, in 2010 we adopted the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. This unfairly maligned legislation has the
promise of moving us much closer to the goal of universal
health care, and I am proud to have worked with my col-
leagues in the writing of that legislation and in seeing it en-
acted. Now that the recent election is behind us, I hope the
efforts to repeal that legislation are at an end. I also hope
the two parties can find ways to improve the legislation with
a particular focus on better controlling the growth and the
cost of health care.

In addressing the various energy challenges facing the
country, again, there is progress to report. In 2005 and 2007
Congress enacted major energy bills. Those bills moved us
toward a better and more comprehensive national energy
policy. Those bills promoted an adequate and more diverse
supply of energy. They increased the efficiency and effective-
ness of how we use energy in our economy. They promoted
strong market reforms and consumer protections for elec-
tricity, and they struck a balance between meeting our en-
ergy goals and lessening environmental impacts of energy,
including overall greenhouse gas emissions. As a result of
that balanced approach, we have arrested what had been an
increasing dependence on foreign oil. Coupled with techno-
logical advances that have opened new sources of supply, we
are headed to greater levels of energy independence than we
had thought possible even as recently as 7 years ago.

The bipartisan consensus that allowed us to enact those
bills has, unfortunately, eluded us in the current Congress.
I hope in future Congresses there will reemerge a recognition
that climate change is a reality and that our policies to meet
our energy needs must also deal responsibly with environ-
mental issues, including the damage caused by greenhouse
gas emissions.

[ xiii ]



As regards our Nation’s policy on education, the good news
is we seem to have moved past the period where the Repub-
lican nominee for President announced a commitment to
eliminating the Federal Department of Education. President
Clinton deserves great credit for making the support, par-
ticularly of higher education, a priority of his Presidency.
President George W. Bush deserves credit for making a seri-
ous effort to reform and improve elementary and secondary
education. Although that effort to improve elementary and
secondary education has not succeeded as many of us who
supported it had hoped, I remain persuaded the Federal Gov-
ernment needs to persist in trying to play a constructive role
in improving education in this country.

The States and local school districts deserve great credit
for developing and adopting the Common Core Standards,
and I hope future Congresses will strongly support the steps
and the funding needed to upgrade student performance by
implementing those standards. President Obama and his ad-
ministration have demonstrated their strong commitment to
this goal.

In addition to these areas of concern I have mentioned, we
have seen some progress in maintaining and advancing the
science and engineering enterprise in this country. As the
cold war came to an end, we successfully found ways to bet-
ter integrate the strengths of our defense laboratories into
the civilian economy through technology transfer and
partnering. We have also seen some important increases in
funding for research, particularly in support of the life
sciences, and that growth has stagnated in recent years. It
needs to continue and be replenished, but as we continue
that support, we must also recognize the need to do more to
support research and development in the physical sciences
and in engineering.

One significant advance I was proud to support was the es-
tablishment of ARPA-E, the Advanced Research Projects
Agency-Energy within the Department of Energy. That effort
to identify breakthrough science and engineering initiatives
to meet our energy challenges holds great promise for our
Nation and for the entire world.

We have also seen progress in providing increased protec-
tion for public lands. One particular bill in that area was the
omnibus public lands bill that was passed in 2009. It added
wilderness protection to over 2 million acres, designated
1,100 miles of wild and scenic rivers, and added more than
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2,800 miles for the national trail system. I was proud to be
part of the effort to enact that legislation.

Finally, I will make a few comments on the way we in the
Congress conduct our own business. Any fair assessment has
to conclude that in this area, we have lost ground in the last
two decades. Public opinion of the performance of Congress
is at an alltime low and it is not hard to see why. I will men-
tion three obvious ways in which the functioning of Congress
has worsened.

First is the willingness of some in Congress to shut down
the government. In 1995, we saw the leadership of the House
of Representatives demonstrate that they consider refusing
to fund the government as an acceptable bargaining ploy in
their efforts to prevail in disputes with President Clinton
and Democrats on spending issues. Since 1995, that threat
to withhold appropriations has been made several more
times. As we saw then, shutting down the government is
costly, it is wasteful, and it is harmful to Americans. I hope
this irresponsible threat will soon be viewed as unacceptable.

A second way the malfunctioning of Congress became clear
was when in August 2011—just less than 18 months ago—
the Republican leadership in Congress determined that an-
other tool at their disposal was the ability to refuse to in-
crease the debt ceiling. By doing so, they could deny the Sec-
retary of the Treasury the authority to borrow money to
meet the obligations the government had already under-
taken. To my knowledge, this was the first time the congres-
sional leadership of one of our major parties had stated their
willingness to see our Nation default on its debt.

This threat to force a default on the obligations of the Fed-
eral Government resulted in the sequester of government
spending, which is scheduled to begin January 1. It also re-
sulted in a downgrading of U.S. debt by one of the leading
credit rating agencies.

We now hear renewed threats to use this so-called lever-
age as a way to demand cuts in Medicare and in Social Secu-
rity. Once again, I believe this is an irresponsible action I
hope Congress will get beyond.

Of course, a third way in which the functioning of the Sen-
ate—not the full Congress but the Senate—has worsened is
the abuse of Senate rules allowing unlimited debate or fili-
buster. As the Senate currently operates, a threat of fili-
buster is used routinely to obstruct the Senate from doing its
business, even when the issue before the Senate is relatively
uncontroversial. Many times following a delay caused by ob-
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struction, an overwhelming number of Senators will vote for
the legislation or the nomination which the Senate has been
delayed in considering. In the next Congress, I strongly en-
courage my colleagues to make the necessary changes in
Senate rules to limit the ability of one or a few Senators to
obstruct the Senate from doing its regular business. My col-
league Senator Udall of New Mexico is on the floor with me.
He has been a leader in this effort to get these rules
changed, and I commend him for that.

So the record of our progress both as a country and as a
Congress over the last 30 years has been mixed. There is
progress to report. I have mentioned some of that. There are
also many missteps and failures we need to acknowledge.

My conclusion remains that many of our challenges as a
nation can only be met with the help of a strong and effec-
tive national government. There are times when the actions
of the government are more a problem than a solution, but
there are many more occasions where enlightened action by
the government is important and even essential.

I consider it an honor and a privilege to have represented
the people of New Mexico in the Senate for the last 30 years.
I thank the people of my State for their confidence in elect-
ing me and supporting me during the time I have served
here. I thank the very capable and committed men and
women who have worked on my staff, both in Washington
and in New Mexico, during these 30 years. I thank all my
colleagues here in the Senate for their friendship and help
to me during this period. Of course, I thank my wife Anne
and our son John and his wife Marlene for their support that
has allowed me to serve in the Senate.

To all my friends and colleagues who will be here in the
next Congress and in future Congresses, I hope you can find
the common ground necessary for our country to effectively
move forward and meet its challenges. The endeavor is a
worthy one, and I wish you every success.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
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Proceedings in the Senate

WEDNESDAY, December 12, 2012

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I rise to comment
about some wonderful men in the Senate who are retiring on
both sides of the aisle. Earlier today I spoke about my deep
affection and sorry-to-see-go friends Olympia Snowe and Kay
Bailey Hutchison, but I want to rise as the dean of the
women in the Senate to say some very special words about
very special men on both sides of the aisle. Because when I
came to the Senate, it was only Nancy Kassebaum and me,
and yet we worked on so many issues together. There are
really wonderful men here who supported me, supported our
issues, but really stood up for those States and their commu-
nities. ...

I want to say goodbye to our friend JEFF BINGAMAN of New
Mexico, someone who has also brought intellectual rigor, a
lawyer’s insistence on thoroughness, and a real commitment
to people. It has been an honor and a pleasure to work with
him on the HELP Committee, especially on the Affordable
Care Act. I was proud to support all that he did, particularly
in developing and focusing on the health workforce for the
future.

I knew I could count on JEFF in the committee and on the
floor as one of those men whom I refer to as a Galahad,
where men of quality always supported us women as we
sought equality. Our initiatives to end discrimination against
women in health care and in the workplace were some of our
proudest achievements in working together. ...

I wanted to be sure that the day would not end without
my acknowledging these wonderful people who have given a
big part of their lives to making this country a better place.
I want to, in the most heartfelt way—I am so sorry we did
not have a bipartisan dinner or party to be able to express
this. I would have liked to have been in the same room,
breaking bread with them, in order to be able to tell them
how much we appreciate them, across party lines, across
those lines that ordinarily divide us. They came from dif-
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ferent parts of the country, they arrived in the Senate with
different objectives, they will leave under different cir-
cumstances. But I want to again let them know that each
and every one of them had a positive impact on me and I
think a wonderful impact on the future of this country. So
I wish them well. God bless and Godspeed.

THURSDAY, December 13, 2012

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. President, I rise today
with a difficult task: to honor a great Senator and a great
friend, Senator JEFF BINGAMAN.

This is difficult for two reasons. First, Senator BINGAMAN
is not one to call attention to himself, and, second, he does
so as briefly as possible. On both counts—Ilet me just say
now—I am going to fall short.

JEFF is that rare combination of character—brilliant and
humble. For JEFF, it is about the work, not about his own
ego, not about a monument to himself. For three decades in
the U.S. Senate he has been making a difference for the
American people and for our home State of New Mexico.

Public service is a noble profession—when it isn’t swamped
by money, when it isn’t held hostage to hyperpartisanship.
JEFF is the best example I know of the nobility of politics.
The origin of the word “noble” is “nobilis"—well known—
from the Latin “noscere” to come to know. JEFF, who is a
scholar, probably knows that. I had to look it up. But, know-
ing, making sense of the world, using that knowledge to
make the world a better place, that is what public service is
supposed to do, and that is what JEFF BINGAMAN does.

By Washington standards, JEFF is a man of few words.
When he comes to this floor to speak, we listen. If I am at
my desk in my office, I will turn up the television, I will stop
what I am doing, because I know that he will say something
insightful, something worth knowing, something worth
thinking about.

When JEFF came to the Senate 30 years ago, this was a
different place. There was a new President. There was a
fierce battle of ideas, of ideology, of where the country need-
ed to go. Principles did not matter any less then than they
do now. But folks worked together. They clashed, but they
also compromised.

We all know what has happened since then. Washington
has become more and more polarized. But, time and again,

[4]



JEFF BINGAMAN has been a voice of reason, of doing what is
best for our country—no grandstanding, just hard work, pay-
ing attention to details, getting problems solved, getting the
job done. He is an inspiring role model.

In his own quiet way, JEFF does something essential: He
challenges us to think a little harder, look farther down the
road, see how we can move our country forward, not just
today, but far into the future. He doesn’t look for the lime-
light. He looks for solutions. And his accomplishments make
for a very long list.

He has been a truly great chairman of the Energy and
Natural Resources Committee. He has done so much to pro-
tect our natural resources, to build a clean energy economy,
for jobs, for the environment. I was proud to work with JEFF
on the first renewable electricity standard in Congress. He
led the Senate bill, and I led the House bill. As always, I
learned from his example: steady, focused, and reasonable.

We will continue to carry the torch on renewable and clean
energy standards in Congress, following in his footsteps.
Today, we can be proud that 30 States—including New Mex-
ico—have enforceable renewable standards. Together, these
cover the large majority of the U.S. population.

JEFF also shepherded the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the
first comprehensive energy bill in 13 years. A “do it all” en-
ergy bill that covered renewables, nuclear, clean coal, and oil
and gas.

Two years later, he took the lead in the Energy Independ-
ence and Security Act of 2007. That bill was an even more
ambitious effort than 2005. As the National Journal re-
ported, it was “the most sweeping energy efficiency legisla-
tion ever put into law.”

On both of these bills, JEFF worked in a commendable, bi-
partisan fashion with Senator Domenici, a Republican from
New Mexico. He also achieved these compromise bills with
a Republican House in 2005, a Democratic House in 2007,
and both were signed into law by Republican President
George W. Bush.

The public lands package of 2009 was another great
achievement. JEFF reached across the aisle for compromise
and protected 2 million acres in 9 States as new wilderness
areas, and more than 1,000 miles of rivers and streams—one
of the greatest land protection laws ever. It will benefit gen-
erations to come, and it is part of the legacy of JEFF BINGA-
MAN.
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We are spending time these days debating the failings of
the Senate, the gridlock, the partisanship. In contrast, JEFF’s
committee has been a leading light of cooperation and com-
promise. When other committees lost their bipartisan way,
the Energy Committee kept steady. I believe the standard he
set will shape future energy and natural resources policy in
years to come. I hope it guides us next year.

When this body has looked for answers, so often it has
turned to JEFF. No surprise that he was one of the Gang of
6 to negotiate health care reform. When real solutions are on
the agenda, JEFF will have a seat at the table.

JEFF was also one of the key negotiators in the No Child
Left Behind Act, and he pushed for the Technology for Edu-
cation Act and the America COMPETES Act—raising stand-
ards for all students, increasing opportunity for all Ameri-
cans. Because he knows that investments in education and
technology and training are crucial, crucial for the jobs of the
future, crucial for our country.

Education, health care, jobs, energy, and the environ-
ment—JEFF has been a leader in all these areas. What
comes through over and over is he never forgets the people
who brought him here. He never forgets that what we do
here is about families, is about communities, is about mak-
ing a better future for our children and grandchildren. That
is what drives him, and that is what has made him such a
great Senator.

One of the things I admire most about JEFF BINGAMAN is
his courage. You know where he stands, and he is not afraid
to go against the current. He was 1 of 23 Senators who voted
against war with Iraq. As he said later, “I think that was the
right vote, but it was not a popular vote.”

I have valued his counsel on many occasions. It has been
an honor to serve with him. He is going to be missed—not
just for his good humor, not just for his friendship, but, more
important, for his character and wisdom. On both sides of
the aisle, his absence will be felt.

With typical humility, JEFF would be the first to say he
has a great staff, and he does. When I first came to Con-
gress, on the House side, JEFF and his staff reached out to
me, and to my staff, always available to help, always ready
to work together, to try and do what is best for our State and
our Nation.

Finally, I know JEFF would also say he could not have ac-
complished so much without the support of his amazing wife
Anne. They met at Stanford Law School, and have walked
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side by side, equal partners, ever since. Anne Bingaman is
as remarkable as her husband, and he would very likely in-
sist more so.

My dad once said that the measure of someone isn’t about
winning elections or awards or honors. It is what the people
who know you best think about you. For those of us who
know JEFF BINGAMAN, he is the real deal.

JEFF BINGAMAN has lived a life of service—substantial, en-
during, noble service. I have no doubt that though he is leav-
