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(1) 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The so-called Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) poses 

a threat to the people and stability of Iraq, Syria, and the broader 
Middle East, and to U.S. national security. It threatens American 
personnel and facilities located in the region and is responsible for 
the deaths of U.S. citizens James Foley, Steven Sotloff, Abdul- 
Rahman Peter Kassig, and Kayla Mueller. If left unchecked, ISIL 
will pose a threat beyond the Middle East, including to the United 
States homeland. 

I have directed a comprehensive and sustained strategy to de-
grade and defeat ISIL. As part of this strategy, U.S. military forces 
are conducting a systematic campaign of airstrikes against ISIL in 
Iraq and Syria. Although existing statutes provide me with the au-
thority I need to take these actions, I have repeatedly expressed 
my commitment to working with the Congress to pass a bipartisan 
authorization for the use of military force (AUMF) against ISIL. 
Consistent with this commitment, I am submitting a draft AUMF 
that would authorize the continued use of military force to degrade 
and defeat ISIL. 

My Administration’s draft AUMF would not authorize long-term, 
large-scale ground combat operations like those our Nation con-
ducted in Iraq and Afghanistan. Local forces, rather than U.S. mili-
tary forces, should be deployed to conduct such operations. The au-
thorization I propose would provide the flexibility to conduct 
ground combat operations in other, more limited circumstances, 
such as rescue operations involving U.S. or coalition personnel or 
the use of special operations forces to take military action against 
ISIL leadership. It would also authorize the use of U.S. forces in 
situations where ground combat operations are not expected or in-
tended, such as intelligence collection and sharing, missions to en-
able kinetic strikes, or the provision of operational planning and 
other forms of advice and assistance to partner forces. 

Although my proposed AUMF does not address the 2001 AUMF, 
I remain committed to working with the Congress and the Amer-
ican people to refine, and ultimately repeal, the 2001 AUMF. En-
acting an AUMF that is specific to the threat posed by ISIL could 
serve as a model for how we can work together to tailor the au-
thorities granted by the 2001 AUMF. 

I can think of no better way for the Congress to join me in sup-
porting our Nation’s security than by enacting this legislation, 
which would show the world we are united in our resolve to 
counter the threat posed by ISIL. 

BARACK OBAMA. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 11, 2015. 
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(3) 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

To authorize the limited use of the United States Armed Forces 
against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. 

Whereas the terrorist organization that has referred to itself as 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant and various other names 
(in this resolution referred to as ‘‘ISIL’’) poses a grave threat to the 
people and territorial integrity of Iraq and Syria, regional stability, 
and the national security interests of the United States and its al-
lies and partners; 

Whereas ISIL holds significant territory in Iraq and Syria and 
has stated its intention to seize more territory and demonstrated 
the capability to do so; 

Whereas ISIL leaders have stated that they intend to conduct 
terrorist attacks internationally, including against the United 
States, its citizens, and interests; 

Whereas ISIL has committed despicable acts of violence and 
mass executions against Muslims, regardless of sect, who do not 
subscribe to ISIL’s depraved, violent, and oppressive ideology; 

Whereas ISIL has threatened genocide and committed vicious 
acts of violence against religious and ethnic minority groups, in-
cluding Iraqi Christian, Yezidi, and Turkmen populations; 

Whereas ISIL has targeted innocent women and girls with hor-
rific acts of violence, including abduction, enslavement, torture, 
rape, and forced marriage; 

Whereas ISIL is responsible for the deaths of innocent United 
States citizens, including James Foley, Steven Sotloff, Abdul- 
Rahman Peter Kassig, and Kayla Mueller; 

Whereas the United States is working with regional and global 
allies and partners to degrade and defeat ISIL, to cut off its fund-
ing, to stop the flow of foreign fighters to its ranks, and to support 
local communities as they reject ISIL; 

Whereas the announcement of the anti-ISIL Coalition on Sep-
tember 5, 2014, during the NATO Summit in Wales, stated that 
ISIL poses a serious threat and should be countered by a broad 
international coalition; 

Whereas the United States calls on its allies and partners, par-
ticularly in the Middle East and North Africa, that have not al-
ready done so to join and participate in the anti-ISIL Coalition; 

Whereas the United States has taken military action against 
ISIL in accordance with its inherent right of individual and collec-
tive self-defense; 

Whereas President Obama has repeatedly expressed his commit-
ment to working with Congress to pass a bipartisan authorization 
for the use of military force for the anti-ISIL military campaign; 
and 

Whereas President Obama has made clear that in this campaign 
it is more effective to use our unique capabilities in support of part-
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4 

ners on the ground instead of large-scale deployments of U.S. 
ground forces: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This joint resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Authorization for Use 
of Military Force against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.’’ 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The President is authorized, subject to the 
limitations in subsection (c), to use the Armed Forces of the United 
States as the President determines to be necessary and appropriate 
against ISIL or associated persons or forces as defined in section 
5. 

(b) WAR POWERS RESOLUTION REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) SPECIFIC STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION.—Consistent with section 

8(a)(1) of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1547(a)(1)), Con-
gress declares that this section is intended to constitute specific 
statutory authorization within the meaning of section 5(b) of the 
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)). 

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—Nothing in this res-
olution supersedes any requirement of the War Powers Resolution 
(50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.). 

(c) LIMITATIONS.—The authority granted in subsection (a) does 
not authorize the use of the United States Armed Forces in endur-
ing offensive ground combat operations. 
SEC. 3. DURATION OF THIS AUTHORIZATION. 

This authorization for the use of military force shall terminate 
three years after the date of the enactment of this joint resolution, 
unless reauthorized. 
SEC. 4. REPORTS. 

The President shall report to Congress at least once every six 
months on specific actions taken pursuant to this authorization. 
SEC. 5. ASSOCIATED PERSONS OR FORCES DEFINED. 

In this joint resolution, the term ‘‘associated persons or forces’’ 
means individuals and organizations fighting for, on behalf of, or 
alongside ISIL or any closely-related successor entity in hostilities 
against the United States or its coalition partners. 
SEC. 6. REPEAL OF AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF MILITARY FORCE 

AGAINST IRAQ. 
The Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-

tion of 2002 (Public Law 107–243; 116 Stat. 1498; 50 U.S.C. 1541 
note) is hereby repealed. 

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:14 Feb 12, 2015 Jkt 049011 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 6611 E:\HR\OC\HD009.XXX HD009E
m

cd
on

al
d 

on
 D

S
K

67
Q

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

E
A

R
IN

G



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-02-12T05:11:39-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




