
338

20 CFR Ch. III (4–1–96 Edition)§ 404.1545

(d) Promptly reporting to us any in-
dividual’s failure to comply with treat-
ment requirements as well as failure to
achieve progress through the treat-
ment.

[60 FR 8148, Feb. 10, 1995]

RESIDUAL FUNCTIONAL CAPACITY

§ 404.1545 Your residual functional ca-
pacity.

(a) General. Your impairment(s), and
any related symptoms, such as pain,
may cause physical and mental limita-
tions that affect what you can do in a
work setting. Your residual functional
capacity is what you can still do de-
spite your limitations. If you have
more than one impairment, we will
consider all of your impairment(s) of
which we are aware. We will consider
your ability to meet certain demands
of jobs, such as physical demands, men-
tal demands, sensory requirements,
and other functions, as described in
paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of this sec-
tion. Residual functional capacity is an
assessment based upon all of the rel-
evant evidence. It may include descrip-
tions (even your own) of limitations
that go beyond the symptoms, such as
pain, that are important in the diag-
nosis and treatment of your medical
condition. Observations by your treat-
ing or examining physicians or psy-
chologists, your family, neighbors,
friends, or other persons, of your limi-
tations, in addition to those observa-
tions usually made during formal med-
ical examinations, may also be used.
These descriptions and observations,
when used, must be considered along
with your medical records to enable us
to decide to what extent your
impairment(s) keeps you from perform-
ing particular work activities. This as-
sessment of your remaining capacity
for work is not a decision on whether
you are disabled, but is used as the
basis for determining the particular
types of work you may be able to do
despite your impairment(s). Then,
using the guidelines in §§ 404.1560
through 404.1569a, your vocational
background is considered along with
your residual functional capacity in ar-
riving at a disability determination or
decision. In deciding whether your dis-
ability continues or ends, the residual

functional capacity assessment may
also be used to determine whether any
medical improvement you have experi-
enced is related to your ability to work
as discussed in § 404.1594.

(b) Physical abilities. When we assess
your physical abilities, we first assess
the nature and extent of your physical
limitations and then determine your
residual functional capacity for work
activity on a regular and continuing
basis. A limited ability to perform cer-
tain physical demands of work activ-
ity, such as sitting, standing, walking,
lifting, carrying, pushing, pulling, or
other physical functions (including ma-
nipulative or postural functions, such
as reaching, handling, stooping or
crouching), may reduce your ability to
do past work and other work.

(c) Mental abilities. When we assess
your mental abilities, we first assess
the nature and extent of your mental
limitations and restrictions and then
determine your residual functional ca-
pacity for work activity on a regular
and continuing basis. A limited ability
to carry out certain mental activities,
such as limitations in understanding,
remembering, and carrying out in-
structions, and in responding appro-
priately to supervision, co-workers,
and work pressures in a work setting,
may reduce your ability to do past
work and other work.

(d) Other abilities affected by
impairment(s). Some medically deter-
minable impairment(s), such as skin
impairment(s), epilepsy, impairment(s)
of vision, hearing or other senses, and
impairment(s) which impose environ-
mental restrictions, may cause limita-
tions and restrictions which affect
other work-related abilities. If you
have this type of impairment(s), we
consider any resulting limitations and
restrictions which may reduce your
ability to do past work and other work
in deciding your residual functional ca-
pacity.

(e) Total limiting effects. When you
have a severe impairment(s), but your
symptoms, signs, and laboratory find-
ings do not meet or equal those of a
listed impairment in Appendix 1 of this
subpart, we will consider the limiting
effects of all your impairment(s), even
those that are not severe, in determin-
ing your residual functional capacity.
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Pain or other symptoms may cause a
limitation of function beyond that
which can be determined on the basis
of the anatomical, physiological or
psychological abnormalities considered
alone; e.g., someone with a low back
disorder may be fully capable of the
physical demands consistent with
those of sustained medium work activ-
ity, but another person with the same
disorder, because of pain, may not be
capable of more than the physical de-
mands consistent with those of light
work activity on a sustained basis. In
assessing the total limiting effects of
your impairment(s) and any related
symptoms, we will consider all of the
medical and nonmedical evidence, in-
cluding the information described in
§ 404.1529(c).

[56 FR 57943, Nov, 14, 1991]

§ 404.1546 Responsibility for assessing
and determining residual func-
tional capacity.

The State agency staff medical or
psychological consultants or other
medical or psychological consultants
designated by the Secretary are re-
sponsible for ensuring that the State
agency makes a decision about your re-
sidual functional capacity. In cases
where the State agency makes the dis-
ability determination, a State agency
staff medical or psychological consult-
ant must assess residual functional ca-
pacity where it is required. This assess-
ment is based on all of the evidence we
have, including any statements regard-
ing what you can still do that have
been provided by treating or examining
physicians, consultative physicians, or
any other medical or psychological
consultant designated by the Sec-
retary. See § 404.1545. For cases in the
disability hearing process, the respon-
sibility for deciding your residual func-
tional capacity rests with either the
disability hearing officer or, if the dis-
ability hearing officer’s reconsidered
determination is changed under
§ 404.918, with the Director of the Office
of Disability Hearings or his or her del-
egate. For cases at the Administrative
Law Judge hearing or Appeals Council
level, the responsibility for deciding
your residual functional capacity rests

with the Administrative Law Judge or
Appeals Council.

[56 FR 36962, Aug. 1, 1991]

VOCATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

§ 404.1560 When your vocational back-
ground will be considered.

(a) General. If you are applying for a
period of disability, or disability insur-
ance benefits as a disabled worker, or
child’s insurance benefits based on dis-
ability which began before age 22, or
widow’s or widower’s benefits based on
disability for months after December
1990, and we cannot decide whether you
are disabled on medical evidence alone,
we will consider your residual func-
tional capacity together with your vo-
cational background.

(b) Past relevant work. We will first
compare your residual functional ca-
pacity with the physical and mental
demands of the kind of work you have
done in the past. If you still have the
residual functional capacity to do your
past relevant work, we will find that
you can still do your past work, and we
will determine that you are not dis-
abled, without considering your voca-
tional factors of age, education, and
work experience.

(c) Other work. If we find that you
can no longer do the kind of work you
have done in the past, we will then con-
sider your residual functional capacity
together with your vocational factors
of age, education, and work experience
to determine whether you can do other
work. By other work we mean jobs that
exist in significant numbers in the na-
tional economy.

[55 FR 11011, Mar. 26, 1990, as amended at 57
FR 30120, July 8, 1992]

§ 404.1561 Your ability to do work de-
pends upon your residual func-
tional capacity.

If you can do your previous work
(your usual work or other applicable
past work), we will determine that you
are not disabled. However, if your re-
sidual functional capacity is not
enough to enable you to do any of your
previous work, we must still decide if
you can do any other work. To do this,
we consider your residual functional
capacity, and your age, education, and
work experience. Any work (jobs) that
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