
368

20 CFR Ch. III (4–1–96 Edition)§ 404.1592a

based on disability, or surviving di-
vorced spouses’ benefits based on dis-
ability, generally are entitled to a trial
work period.

(2) You are not entitled to a trial
work period if—

(i) You are entitled to a period of dis-
ability but not to disability insurance
cash benefits; or

(ii) You are receiving disability in-
surance benefits in a second period of
disability for which you did not have to
complete a waiting period.

(e) When the trial work period begins
and ends. The trial work period begins
with the month in which you become
entitled to disability insurance cash
benefits, to child’s cash benefits based
on disability or to widow’s, widower’s,
or surviving divorced spouse’s cash
benefits based on disability. It cannot
begin before the month in which you
file your application for benefits and
for widows, widowers, and surviving di-
vorced spouses, it cannot begin before
December 1, 1980. It ends with the close
of whichever of the following calendar
months is the earlier:

(1) The 9th month (whether or not
the months have been consecutive) in
which you have performed services; or

(2) The month in which new evidence,
other than evidence relating to any
work you did during the trial work pe-
riod, shows that you are not disabled,
even though you have not worked a full
9 months. We may find that your dis-
ability has ended at any time during
the trial work period if the medical or
other evidence shows that you are no
longer disabled (see § 404.1594).

[45 FR 55584, Aug. 20, 1980, as amended at 49
FR 22273, May 29, 1984; 50 FR 50130, Dec. 6,
1985; 54 FR 53605, Dec. 29, 1989]

§ 404.1592a The reentitlement period.
(a) General. The reentitlement period

is an additional period after 9 months
of trial work during which you may
continue to test your ability to work if
you have a disabling impairment. You
will not be paid benefits for any month,
after the third month, in this period in
which you do substantial gainful activ-
ity and you will be paid benefits for
months in which you do not do sub-
stantial gainful activity. (See §§ 404.316,
404.337, 404.352 and 404.401a.) If anyone
else is receiving monthly benefits

based on your earnings record, that in-
dividual will not be paid benefits for
any month for which you cannot be
paid benefits during the reentitlement
period. If your benefits are stopped be-
cause you do substantial gainful activ-
ity they may be started again without
a new application and a new deter-
mination of disability if you dis-
continue doing substantial gainful ac-
tivity during this period. In determin-
ing, for reentitlement benefit purposes,
whether you do substantial gainful ac-
tivity in a month, we consider only
your work in or earnings for that
month; we do not consider the average
amount of your work or earnings over
a period of months.

(b) When the reentitlement period be-
gins and ends. The reentitlement period
begins with the first month following
completion of 9 months of trial work
but cannot begin earlier than Decem-
ber 1, 1980. It ends with whichever is
earlier—

(1) The month before the first month
in which your impairment no longer
exists or is not medically disabling; or

(2) The last day of the 15th month
following the end of your trial work pe-
riod. (See §§ 404.316, 404.337, and 404.352
for when your benefits end.)

(c) When you are not entitled to a re-
entitlement period. You are not entitled
to a reentitlement period if:

(1) You are entitled to a period of dis-
ability, but not to disability insurance
cash benefits;

(2) You are not entitled to a trial
work period;

(3) Your entitlement to disability in-
surance benefits ended before you com-
pleted 9 months of trial work in that
period of disability.

[49 FR 22273, May 29, 1984, as amended at 58
FR 64883, Dec. 10, 1993]

§ 404.1593 Medical evidence in con-
tinuing disability review cases.

(a) General. If you are entitled to ben-
efits or if a period of disability has
been established for you because you
are disabled, we will have your case file
with the supporting medical evidence
previously used to establish or con-
tinue your entitlement. Generally,
therefore, the medical evidence we will
need for a continuing disability review
will be that required to make a current
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determination or decision as to wheth-
er you are still disabled, as defined
under the medical improvement review
standard. See §§ 404.1579 and 404.1594.

(b) Obtaining evidence from your medi-
cal sources. You must provide us with
reports from your physician, psycholo-
gist, or others who have treated or
evaluated you, as well as any other evi-
dence that will help us determine if
you are still disabled. See § 404.1512.
You must have a good reason for not
giving us this information or we may
find that your disability has ended. See
§ 404.1594(e)(2). If we ask you, you must
contact your medical sources to help
us get the medical reports. We will
make every reasonable effort to help
you in getting medical reports when
you give us permission to request them
from your physician, psychologist, or
other medical sources. See
§ 404.1512(d)(1) concerning what we
mean by every reasonable effort. In
some instances, such as when a source
is known to be unable to provide cer-
tain tests or procedures or is known to
be nonproductive or uncooperative, we
may order a consultative examination
while awaiting receipt of medical
source evidence. Before deciding that
your disability has ended, we will de-
velop a complete medical history cov-
ering at least the 12 months preceding
the date you sign a report about your
continuing disability status. See
§ 404.1512(c).

(c) When we will purchase a consult-
ative examination. A consultative exam-
ination may be purchased when we
need additional evidence to determine
whether or not your disability contin-
ues. As a result, we may ask you, upon
our request and reasonable notice, to
undergo consultative examinations and
tests to help us determine if you are
still disabled. See § 404.1517. We will de-
cide whether or not to purchase a con-
sultative examination in accordance
with the standards in §§ 404.1519a
through 404.1519b.

[56 FR 36962, Aug. 1, 1991]

§ 404.1594 How we will determine
whether your disability continues
or ends.

(a) General. There is a statutory re-
quirement that, if you are entitled to
disability benefits, your continued en-

titlement to such benefits must be re-
viewed periodically. If you are entitled
to disability benefits as a disabled
worker or as a person disabled since
childhood, or, for monthly benefits
payable for months after December
1990, as a disabled widow, widower, or
surviving divorced spouse, there are a
number of factors we consider in decid-
ing whether your disability continues.
We must determine if there has been
any medical improvement in your
impairment(s) and, if so, whether this
medical improvement is related to
your ability to work. If your
impairment(s) has not medically im-
proved we must consider whether one
or more of the exceptions to medical
improvement applies. If medical im-
provement related to your ability to
work has not occurred and no excep-
tion applies, your benefits will con-
tinue. Even where medical improve-
ment related to your ability to work
has occurred or an exception applies, in
most cases (see paragraph (e) of this
section for exceptions), we must also
show that you are currently able to en-
gage in substantial gainful activity be-
fore we can find that you are no longer
disabled.

(b) Terms and definitions. There are
several terms and definitions which are
important to know in order to under-
stand how we review whether your dis-
ability continues.

(1) Medical improvement. Medical im-
provement is any decrease in the medi-
cal severity of your impairment(s)
which was present at the time of the
most recent favorable medical decision
that you were disabled or continued to
be disabled. A determination that there
has been a decrease in medical severity
must be based on changes (improve-
ment) in the symptoms, signs and/or
laboratory findings associated with
your impairment(s) (see § 404.1528).

Example 1: You were awarded disability
benefits due to a herniated nucleus pulposus.
At the time of our prior decision granting
you benefits you had had a laminectomy.
Postoperatively, a myelogram still shows
evidence of a persistent deficit in your lum-
bar spine. You had pain in your back, and
pain and a burning sensation in your right
foot and leg. There were no muscle weakness
or neurological changes and a modest de-
crease in motion in your back and leg. When
we reviewed your claim your treating physi-
cian reported that he had seen you regularly
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