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of management actions, and memo-
randa of understanding shall be exe-
cuted as appropriate to ensure the con-
duct of programs which meet mutual
objectives.

(i) Federal agencies of the Depart-
ment of the Interior shall:

(1) Prepare fish and wildlife manage-
ment plans in cooperation with State
fish and wildlife agencies and other
Federal (non-Interior) agencies where
appropriate. Where such plans are pre-
pared for Federal lands adjoining State
or private lands, the agencies shall
consult with the State or private land-
owners to coordinate management ob-
jectives;

(2) Within their statutory authority
and subject to the management prior-
ities and strategies of such agencies,
institute fish and wildlife habitat man-
agement practices in cooperation with
the States to assist the States in ac-
complishing their fish and wildlife re-
source plans;

(3) Provide for public use of Federal
lands in accordance with State and
Federal laws, and permit public hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping within statu-
tory and budgetary limitations and in
a manner compatible with the primary
objectives for which the lands are ad-
ministered. The hunting, fishing, and
trapping, and the possession and dis-
position of fish, game, and fur animals,
shall be conducted in all other respects
within the framework of applicable
State and Federal laws, including re-
quirements for the possession of appro-
priate State licenses or permits.

(4) For those Federal lands that are
already open for hunting, fishing, or
trapping, closure authority shall not be
exercised without prior consultation
with the affected States, except in
emergency situations. The Bureau of
Land Management may, after consulta-
tion with the States, close all or any
portion of public land under its juris-
diction to public hunting, fishing, or
trapping for reasons of public safety,
administration, or compliance with
provisions of applicable law. The Na-
tional Park Service and Fish and Wild-
life Service may, after consultation
with the States, close all or any por-
tion of Federal land under their juris-
dictions, or impose such other restric-
tions as are deemed necessary, for rea-

sons required by the Federal laws gov-
erning the management of their areas;
and

(5) Consult with the States and com-
ply with State permit requirements in
connection with the activities listed
below, except in instances where the
Secretary of the Interior determines
that such compliance would prevent
him from carrying out his statutory re-
sponsibilities:

(i) In carrying out research programs
involving the taking or possession of
fish and wildlife or programs involving
reintroduction of fish and wildlife;

(ii) For the planned and orderly re-
moval of surplus or harmful popu-
lations of fish and wildlife except
where emergency situations requiring
immediate action make such consulta-
tion and compliance with State regu-
latory requirements infeasible; and

(iii) In the disposition of fish and
wildlife taken under paragraph (i) (5)(i)
or (i) (5)(ii) of this section.

§ 24.5 International agreements.
(a) International conventions have

increasingly been utilized to address
fish and wildlife issues having dimen-
sions beyond national boundaries. The
authority to enter into such agree-
ments is reserved to the President by
and with the advice and consent of the
Senate. However, while such agree-
ments may be valuable in the case of
other nations, in a Federal system such
as ours sophisticated fish and wildlife
programs already established at the
State level may be weakened or not en-
hanced.

(b) To ensure that effective fish and
wildlife programs already established
at the State level are not weakened,
the policy of the Department of the In-
terior shall be to recommend that the
United States negotiate and accede to
only those international agreements
that give strong consideration to es-
tablished State programs designed to
ensure the conservation of fish and
wildlife populations.

(c) It shall be the policy of the De-
partment to actively solicit the advice
of affected State agencies and to rec-
ommend to the U.S. Department of
State that representatives of such
agencies be involved before and during
negotiation of any new international
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conventions concerning fish and wild-
life.

§ 24.6 Cooperative agreements.
(a) By reason of the Congressional

policy (e.g., Fish and Wildlife Coordi-
nation Act of 1956) of State-Federal co-
operation and coordination in the area
of fish and wildlife conservation, State
and Federal agencies have imple-
mented cooperative agreements for a
variety of fish and wildlife programs on
Federal lands. This practice shall be
continued and encouraged. Appropriate
topics for such cooperative agreements
include but are not limited to:

(1) Protection, maintenance, and de-
velopment of fish and wildlife habitat;

(2) Fish and wildlife reintroduction
and propagation;

(3) Research and other field study
programs including those involving the
taking or possession of fish and wild-
life;

(4) Fish and wildlife resource inven-
tories and data collection;

(5) Law enforcement;
(6) Educational programs;
(7) Toxicity/mortality investigations

and monitoring;
(8) Animal damage management;
(9) Endangered and threatened spe-

cies;
(10) Habitat preservation;
(11) Joint processing of State and

Federal permit applications for activi-
ties involving fish, wildlife and plants;

(12) Road management activities af-
fecting fish and wildlife and their habi-
tat;

(13) Management activities involving
fish and wildlife; and,

(14) Disposition of fish and wildlife
taken in conjunction with the activi-
ties listed in this paragraph.

(b) The cooperating parties shall pe-
riodically review such cooperative
agreements and adjust them to reflect
changed circumstances.

§ 24.7 Exemptions.
(a) Exempted from this policy are the

following:
(1) The control and regulation by the

United States, in the area in which an
international convention or treaty ap-
plies, of the taking of those species and
families of fish and wildlife expressly
named or otherwise covered under any

international treaty or convention to
which the United States is a party;

(2) Any species of fish and wildlife,
control over which has been ceded or
granted to the United States by any
State; and

(3) Areas over which the States have
ceded exclusive jurisdiction to the
United States.

(b) Nothing in this policy shall be
construed as affecting in any way the
existing authorities of the States to es-
tablish annual harvest regulations for
fish and resident wildlife on Federal
lands where public hunting, fishing or
trapping is permitted.

PART 26—GRANTS TO STATES FOR
ESTABLISHING YOUTH CON-
SERVATION CORPS PROGRAMS

Sec.
26.1 Introduction.
26.2 Definitions.
26.3 Program purpose and objectives.
26.4 Legislation.
26.5 Administrative requirements.
26.6 Request for grant.
26.7 Application format and instructions.
26.8 Program reporting requirements.
26.9 Consideration and criteria for awarding

grants.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 4, 86 Stat. 1320, as amend-
ed, 88 Stat. 1067 (16 U.S.C. 1704)

SOURCE: 43 FR 41004, Sept. 13, 1978, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 26.1 Introduction.

(a) The Youth Conservation Corps
(YCC) is a program of summer employ-
ment for young men and women, aged
15 through 18, who work, earn, and
learn together by doing projects which
further the development and conserva-
tion of the natural resources of the
United States. The corps is open to
youth of both sexes, and youth of all
social, economic, and racial classifica-
tions who are permanent residents of
the United States, its territories, pos-
sessions, trust territories or common-
wealths.

(b) The Youth Conservation Corps
Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91–378) provided for
a 3-year pilot program to be carried out
on lands and waters under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of Agriculture or
the Secretary of the Interior. Public
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