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304.201

the contracting officer. The contract-
ing officer need only sign the original
when carbon paper is used in sets of
forms such as Standard Form 44 or Op-
tional Form 347 or 348. A legible carbon
impression of the contracting officer’s
signature shall carry the same force
and effect as a pen and ink signature
for unilateral contracts.

§304.170 [Reserved]

Subpart 304.2—Contract
Distribution

304.201 Procedures.

The signed original of bilateral con-
tracts and modifications shall be
placed in the contract file, and dupli-
cate originals shall be furnished the
contractor, the appropriate accounting
point, the project officer, and other in-
dividuals or offices, as applicable. Pur-
chase orders, delivery orders, and other
unilateral contracts and modifications
shall be distributed the same as bilat-
eral contracts except the original shall
be furnished the contractor or seller.
Copies of wunilateral contracts and
modifications with carbon
impressioned signatures may be used
but must be stamped “DUPLICATE
ORIGINAL" (see 304.101).

[49 FR 36110, Sept. 14, 1984]
Subpart 304.6—Contract Reporting

304.602 Federal
System.

Procurement Data

The Department-wide Contract Infor-
mation System (DCIS) represents the
Department’s implementation of the
FPDS. AIll departmental contracting
activities are required to participate in
the DCIS and follow the procedures
stated in the Contract Information
System Manual and amendments to it.
The principal official responsible for
acquisition shall ensure that all re-
quired contract information is col-
lected, submitted, and received into
the DCIS on or before the 15th of each
month for all appropriate contract and
contract modification awards of the
prior month.

[49 FR 13965, Apr. 9, 1984. Redesignated at 51
FR 44293, Dec. 9, 1986]
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Subpart 304.8—Contract Files

304.801 General.

OPDIVs shall prescribe the contents
of contract files and establish filing
procedures consistent with the nature
of the contracting actions and in ac-
cordance with FAR 4.801, 4.802, and
4.803. Contract files should contain an
index of the contents to facilitate re-
view and should be separated into log-
ical categories (see FAR 4.803).

04.804 Closeout of contract files.

304.804-1 Closeout by the office ad-
ministering the contract.

(3) Files for all cost-reimbursement
type contracts should be closed within
20 months of the month in which the
contracting officer receives evidence of
physical completion (see FAR 4.804-4).
The contracting officer responsible for
contract closeout may negotiate settle-
ment of indirect costs for a specific
contract, in advance of the determina-
tion of final indirect cost rates in ac-
cordance with FAR 42.708.

304.870 Closing review.

(a) Contracting officers shall assure
the applicable items in FAR 4.804-5,
other than a field audit, have been ac-
complished prior to closing any phys-
ically completed contract. Cost-reim-
bursement type contracts will be sub-
ject to the additional requirements set
forth below before they may be closed.

(b) Contracting officers shall use the
instructions in the October 5, 1982
memorandum from the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for Procurement, Assist-
ance and Logistics to closeout cost-re-
imbursement type contracts physically
completed prior to fiscal year 1977 and
cost-reimbursement type contracts
completed subsequent to that date for
which field audit information is avail-
able.

(c) Contracting officers shall closeout
all other cost-reimbursement type con-
tracts physically completed after Sep-
tember 30, 1977 in accordance with the
following procedures:

(1) Field audits will be conducted for
contracts in excess of $500,000 awarded
to commercial organizations and non-
profit organizations other than col-
leges and universities, hospitals and
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