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§ 41.1 Purpose.
This part establishes policies, stand-

ards, and procedures governing the ad-
ministrative separation of enlisted
members from the Military Services.

§ 41.2 Applicability and scope.
The provisions of this part apply to

Office of the Secretary of Defense and
the Military Departments (including
their reserve components). The term
‘‘Military Services,’’ as used herein, re-
fers to the Army, Navy, Air Force and
Marine Corps.

§ 41.3 Policy.
(a) It is the policy of the Department

of Defense to promote the readiness of
the Military Services by maintaining
high standards of conduct and perform-
ance. Separation policy promotes the
readiness of the Military Services by
providing an orderly means to:

(1) Ensure that the Military Services
are served by individuals capable of
meeting required standards of duty
performance and discipline;

(2) Maintain standards of perform-
ance and conduct through character-
ization of service in a system that em-
phasizes the importance of honorable
service;

(3) Achieve authorized force levels
and grade distributions; and

(4) Provide for the orderly adminis-
trative separation of enlisted personnel
in a variety of circumstances.

(b) DoD separation policy is designed
to strengthen the concept that mili-
tary service is a calling different from
any civilian occupation.
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