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§ 4.14 Open container of alcoholic bev-
erage.

(a) Each person within a motor vehi-
cle is responsible for complying with
the provisions of this section that per-
tain to carrying an open container. The
operator of a motor vehicle is the per-
son responsible for complying with the
provisions of this section that pertain
to the storage of an open container.

(b) Carrying or storing a bottle, can
or other receptacle containing an alco-
holic beverage that is open, or has been
opened, or whose seal is broken or the
contents of which have been partially
removed, within a motor vehicle in a
park area is prohibited.

(c) This section does not apply to:
(1) An open container stored in the

trunk of a motor vehicle or, if a motor
vehicle is not equipped with a trunk, to
an open container stored in some other
portion of the motor vehicle designed
for the storage of luggage and not nor-
mally occupied by or readily accessible
to the operator or passengers; or

(2) An open container stored in the
living quarters of a motor home or
camper; or

(3) Unless otherwise prohibited, an
open container carried or stored in a
motor vehicle parked at an authorized
campsite where the motor vehicle’s oc-
cupant(s) are camping.

(d) For the purpose of paragraph
(c)(1) of this section, a utility compart-
ment or glove compartment is deemed
to be readily accessible to the operator
and passengers of a motor vehicle.

§ 4.15 Safety belts.
(a) This section applies in any park

area, or portion thereof, that is located
within a State in which there is no
State law in effect that requires the
mandatory use of a vehicle safety belt
by the vehicle operator and any front
seat passenger. It also applies in any
park area, or portion thereof, that is
located within a State in which any
provision of State law renders the en-
forcement of that State’s mandatory
safety belt law unenforceable in the
park area.

(b) This section does not apply to an
operator or a passenger of a motor ve-
hicle occupying a seat that was not
originally equipped by the manufac-
turer with a safety belt nor does it

apply to an operator or passenger with
a medical condition that prevents re-
straint by a safety belt or other occu-
pant restraining device.

(c) The operator of a motor vehicle is
prohibited from operating a motor ve-
hicle in motion unless the operator and
each front seat passenger is restrained
by a properly fastened safety belt that
conforms to applicable United States
Department of Transportation stand-
ards, except that children, as defined
by State law, shall be restrained as
provided by State law.

(d) An authorized person may not
cause an operator of a motor vehicle to
stop the motor vehicle for the sole pur-
pose of determining whether a viola-
tion of paragraph (c) of this section is
being committed.

[54 FR 51199, Dec. 13, 1989]

§ 4.20 Right of way.
An operator of a motor vehicle shall

yield the right of way to pedestrians,
saddle and pack animals and vehicles
drawn by animals. Failure to yield the
right of way is prohibited.

§ 4.21 Speed limits.
(a) Park area speed limits are as fol-

lows:
(1) 15 miles per hour: within all

school zones, campgrounds, picnic
areas, parking areas, utility areas,
business or residential areas, other
places of public assemblage and at
emergency scenes.

(2) 25 miles per hour: upon sections of
park road under repair or construction.

(3) 45 miles per hour: upon all other
park roads.

(b) The superintendent may des-
ignate a different speed limit upon any
park road when a speed limit set forth
in paragraph (a) of this section is de-
termined to be unreasonable, unsafe or
inconsistent with the purposes for
which the park area was established.
Speed limits shall be posted by using
standard traffic control devices.

(c) Operating a vehicle at a speed in
excess of the speed limit is prohibited.

(d) An authorized person may utilize
radiomicrowaves or other electrical de-
vices to determine the speed of a vehi-
cle on a park road. Signs indicating
that vehicle speed is determined by the
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