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(ii) Transfer the extended care pa-
tient within 5 days (excluding week-
ends and holidays) after learning that a
SNF bed is available or in the case of
prospective notification by the SNF,
within 5 days of the date the bed be-
comes available, unless the patient’s
physician certifies, as required under
§424.20, that the transfer is not medi-
cally appropriate.

(7) The hospital must provide written
assurance to HCFA that the hospital
will not operate over 49 or over 99 beds
except in connection with a cata-
strophic event. The hospital bed count
is determined as follows:

(i) A hospital bed count is calculated
by excluding from the count, beds that
because of their special nature, such as
newborn and intensive care beds, would
not be available for swing-bed use. Also
excluded from the bed count are beds in
separately certified ‘‘distinct part”
SNFs and NFs and beds in a psy-
chiatric or rehabilitation unit that is
excluded from the prospective payment
system.

(ii) A hospital licensed for more than
49 or 99 beds, is considered to have the
number of beds that it consistently uti-
lizes and staffs. Hospitals, at a mini-
mum, document their count by staffing
schedules and census information for
the previous 12 months before applica-
tion to be a swing-bed hospital.

(b) Skilled nursing facility services. The
facility is substantially in compliance
with the following skilled nursing fa-
cility requirements contained in sub-
part B of part 483 of this chapter.

(1) Resident rights (§483.10 (b)(3),
(bY@, (b)(5), (b)(6), (d), (e), (h), (i),
G@vii), G)@)(viii), (1), and (m)).

(2) Admission, transfer, and discharge
rights (§483.12 (a)(1), (8)(2), (a)(3). (a)(4),
(@)(5), (a)(6), and (a)(7)).

(3) Resident behavior and facility
practices (§483.13).

(4) Patient activities (§483.15(f)).

(5) Social services (§483.15(g)).

(6) Discharge planning (§483.20(e)).

(7) Specialized rehabilitative services
(§483.45).

(8) Dental services (§483.55).

[51 FR 22042, June 17, 1986; 51 FR 27848, Aug.
4, 1986, as amended at 51 FR 34833, Sept. 30,
1986; 54 FR 37275, Sept. 7, 1989; 56 FR 54546,
Oct. 22, 1991; 59 FR 45403, Sept. 1, 1994]
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Subpart B—Requirements for Long
Term Care Facilities

SOURCE: 54 FR 5359, Feb. 2, 1989, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§483.1 Basis and scope.

(a) Statutory basis. (1) Sections 1819
(a), (b), (c), and (d) of the Act provide
that—

(i) Skilled nursing facilities partici-
pating in Medicare must meet certain
specified requirements; and

(ii) The Secretary may impose addi-
tional requirements (see section
1819(d)(4)(B)) if they are necessary for
the health and safety of individuals to
whom services are furnished in the fa-
cilities.

(2) Section 1861(l) of the Act requires
the facility to have in effect a transfer
agreement with a hospital.

(3) Sections 1919 (a), (b), (c), and (d) of
the Act provide that nursing facilities
participating in Medicaid must meet
certain specific requirements.

(b) Scope. The provisions of this part
contain the requirements that an insti-
tution must meet in order to qualify to
participate as a SNF in the Medicare
program, and as a nursing facility in
the Medicaid program. They serve as
the basis for survey activities for the
purpose of determining whether a facil-
ity meets the requirements for partici-
pation in Medicare and Medicaid.

[56 FR 48867, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43924, Sept. 23, 1992; 60 FR 50443, Sept. 29,
1995]

8§483.5 Definitions.

For purposes of this subpart—

Facility means, a skilled nursing fa-
cility (SNF) or a nursing facility (NF)
which meets the requirements of sec-
tions 1819 or 1919 (a), (b), (c), and (d) of
the Act. “Facility’”” may include a dis-
tinct part of an institution specified in
§440.40 of this chapter, but does not in-
clude an institution for the mentally
retarded or persons with related condi-
tions described in §440.150 of this chap-
ter. For Medicare and Medicaid pur-
poses (including eligibility, coverage,
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certification, and payment), the “‘facil-
ity”’ is always the entity which partici-
pates in the program, whether that en-
tity is comprised of all of, or a distinct
part of a larger institution. For Medi-
care, a SNF (see section 1819(a)(1)), and
for Medicaid, a NF (see section
1919(a)(1)) may not be an institution for
mental diseases as defined in §435.1009.

[56 FR 48867, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43924, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.10 Resident rights.

The resident has a right to a dig-
nified existence, self-determination,
and communication with and access to
persons and services inside and outside
the facility. A facility must protect
and promote the rights of each resi-
dent, including each of the following
rights:

(a) Exercise of rights. (1) The resident
has the right to exercise his or her
rights as a resident of the facility and
as a citizen or resident of the United
States.

(2) The resident has the right to be
free of interference, coercion, discrimi-
nation, and reprisal from the facility in
exercising his or her rights.

(3) In the case of a resident adjudged
incompetent under the laws of a State
by a court of competent jurisdiction,
the rights of the resident are exercised
by the person appointed under State
law to act on the resident’s behalf.

(@) In the case of a resident who has
not been adjudged incompetent by the
State court, any legal-surrogate des-
ignated in accordance with State law
may exercise the resident’s rights to
the extent provided by State law.

(b) Notice of rights and services. (1) The
facility must inform the resident both
orally and in writing in a language
that the resident understands of his or
her rights and all rules and regulations
governing resident conduct and respon-
sibilities during the stay in the facil-
ity. The facility must also provide the
resident with the notice (if any) of the
State developed under section 1919(e)(6)
of the Act. Such notification must be
made prior to or upon admission and
during the resident’s stay. Receipt of
such information, and any amendments
to it, must be acknowledged in writing;

(2) The resident or his or her legal
representative has the right—
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(i) Upon an oral or written request,
to access all records pertaining to him-
self or herself including current clini-
cal records within 24 hours (excluding
weekends and holidays); and

(ii) After receipt of his or her records
for inspection, to purchase at a cost
not to exceed the community standard
photocopies of the records or any por-
tions of them upon request and 2 work-
ing days advance notice to the facility.

(3) The resident has the right to be
fully informed in language that he or
she can understand of his or her total
health status, including but not lim-
ited to, his or her medical condition;

(4) The resident has the right to
refuse treatment, to refuse to partici-
pate in experimental research, and to
formulate an advance directive as spec-
ified in paragraph (8) of this section;
and

(5) The facility must—

(i) Inform each resident who is enti-
tled to Medicaid benefits, in writing, at
the time of admission to the nursing
facility or, when the resident becomes
eligible for Medicaid of—

(A) The items and services that are
included in nursing facility services
under the State plan and for which the
resident may not be charged;

(B) Those other items and services
that the facility offers and for which
the resident may be charged, and the
amount of charges for those services;
and

(i) Inform each resident when
changes are made to the items and
services specified in paragraphs (5)(i)
(A) and (B) of this section.

(6) The facility must inform each
resident before, or at the time of ad-
mission, and periodically during the
resident’s stay, of services available in
the facility and of charges for those
services, including any charges for
services not covered under Medicare or
by the facility’s per diem rate.

(7) The facility must furnish a writ-
ten description of legal rights which in-
cludes—

(i) A description of the manner of
protecting personal funds, under para-
graph (c) of this section;

(ii) A description of the requirements
and procedures for establishing eligi-
bility for Medicaid, including the right
to request an assessment under section
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1924(c) which determines the extent of
a couple’s non-exempt resources at the
time of institutionalization and at-
tributes to the community spouse an
equitable share of resources which can-
not be considered available for pay-
ment toward the cost of the institu-
tionalized spouse’s medical care in his
or her process of spending down to
Medicaid eligibility levels;

(iii) A posting of names, addresses,
and telephone numbers of all pertinent
State client advocacy groups such as
the State survey and certification
agency, the State licensure office, the
State ombudsman program, the protec-
tion and advocacy network, and the
Medicaid fraud control unit; and

(iv) A statement that the resident
may file a complaint with the State
survey and certification agency con-
cerning resident abuse, neglect, mis-
appropriation of resident property in
the facility, and non-compliance with
the advance directives requirements.

(8) The facility must comply with the
requirements specified in subpart | of
part 489 of this chapter relating to
maintaining written policies and pro-
cedures regarding advance directives.
These requirements include provisions
to inform and provide written informa-
tion to all adult residents concerning
the right to accept or refuse medical or
surgical treatment and, at the individ-
ual’s option, formulate an advance di-
rective. This includes a written de-
scription of the facility’s policies to
implement advance directives and ap-
plicable State law. Facilities are per-
mitted to contract with other entities
to furnish this information but are still
legally responsible for ensuring that
the requirements of this section are
met. If an adult individual is incapaci-
tated at the time of admission and is
unable to receive information (due to
the incapacitating condition or a men-
tal disorder) or articulate whether or
not he or she has executed an advance
directive, the facility may give ad-
vance directive information to the in-
dividual’s family or surrogate in the
same manner that it issues other mate-
rials about policies and procedures to
the family of the incapacitated individ-
ual or to a surrogate or other con-
cerned persons iIn accordance with
State law. The facility is not relieved

§483.10

of its obligation to provide this infor-
mation to the individual once he or she
is no longer incapacitated or unable to
receive such information. Follow-up
procedures must be in place to provide
the information to the individual di-
rectly at the appropriate time.

(9) The facility must inform each
resident of the name, specialty, and
way of contacting the physician re-
sponsible for his or her care.

(10) The facility must prominently
display in the facility written informa-
tion, and provide to residents and ap-
plicants for admission oral and written
information about how to apply for and
use Medicare and Medicaid benefits,
and how to receive refunds for previous
payments covered by such benefits.

(11) Notification of changes. (i) A facil-
ity must immediately inform the resi-
dent; consult with the resident’s physi-
cian; and if known, notify the resi-
dent’s legal respresentative or an inter-
ested family member when there is—

(A) An accident involving the resi-
dent which results in injury and has
the potential for requiring physician
intervention;

(B) A significant change in the resi-
dent’s physical, mental, or
psychosocial status (i.e., a deteriora-
tion in health, mental, or psychosocial
status in either life-threatening condi-
tions or clinical complications);

(C) A need to alter treatment signifi-
cantly (i.e., a need to discontinue an
existing form of treatment due to ad-
verse consequences, or to commence a
new form of treatment); or

(D) A decision to transfer or dis-
charge the resident from the facility as
specified in §483.12(a).

(ii) The facility must also promptly
notify the resident and, if known, the
resident’s legal representative or inter-
ested family member when there is—

(A) A change in room or roommate
assignment as specified in §483.15(e)(2);
or

(B) A change in resident rights under
Federal or State law or regulations as
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this sec-
tion.

(iii) The facility must record and pe-
riodically update the address and
phone number of the resident’s legal
representative or interested family
member.
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(c) Protection of resident funds. (1) The
resident has the right to manage his or
her financial affairs, and the facility
may not require residents to deposit
their personal funds with the facility.

(2) Management of personal funds.
Upon written authorization of a resi-
dent, the facility must hold, safeguard,
manage, and account for the personal
funds of the resident deposited with the
facility, as specified in paragraphs
(c)(3)-(8) of this section.

(3) Deposit of funds. (i) Funds in excess
of $50. The facility must deposit any
residents’ personal funds in excess of
$50 in an interest bearing account (or
accounts) that is separate from any of
the facility’s operating accounts, and
that credits all interest earned on resi-
dent’s funds to that account. (In pooled
accounts, there must be a separate ac-
counting for each resident’s share.)

(ii) Funds less than $50. The facility
must maintain a resident’s personal
funds that do not exceed $50 in a non-
interest bearing account, interest-bear-
ing account, or petty cash fund.

(4) Accounting and records. The facil-
ity must establish and maintain a sys-
tem that assures a full and complete
and separate accounting, according to
generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples, of each resident’s personal funds
entrusted to the facility on the resi-
dent’s behalf.

(i) The system must preclude any
commingling of resident funds with fa-
cility funds or with the funds of any
person other than another resident.

(if) The individual financial record
must be available through quarterly
statements and on request to the resi-
dent or his or her legal representative.

(5) Notice of certain balances. The fa-
cility must notify each resident that
receives Medicaid benefits—

(i) When the amount in the resident’s
account reaches $200 less than the SSI
resource limit for one person, specified
in section 1611(a)(3)(B) of the Act; and

(ii) That, if the amount in the ac-
count, in addition to the value of the
resident’s other nonexempt resources,
reaches the SSI resource limit for one
person, the resident may lose eligi-
bility for Medicaid or SSI.

(6) Conveyance upon death. Upon the
death of a resident with a personal
fund deposited with the facility, the fa-
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cility must convey within 30 days the
resident’s funds, and a final accounting
of those funds, to the individual or pro-
bate jurisdiction administering the
resident’s estate.

(7) Assurance of financial security. The
facility must purchase a surety bond,
or otherwise provide assurance satis-
factory to the Secretary, to assure the
security of all personal funds of resi-
dents deposited with the facility.

(8) Limitation on charges to personal
funds. The facility may not impose a
charge against the personal funds of a
resident for any item or service for
which payment is made under Medicaid
or Medicare (except for applicable de-
ductible and coinsurance amounts).
The facility may charge the resident
for requested services that are more ex-
pensive than or in excess of covered
services in accordance with §489.32 of
this chapter. (This does not affect the
prohibition on facility charges for
items and services for which Medicaid
has paid. See §447.15, which limits par-
ticipation in the Medicaid program to
providers who accept, as payment in
full, Medicaid payment plus any de-
ductible, coinsurance, or copayment
required by the plan to be paid by the
individual.)

(i) Services included in Medicare or
Medicaid payment. During the course of
a covered Medicare or Medicaid stay,
facilities may not charge a resident for
the following categories of items and
services:

(A) Nursing services as required at
§483.30 of this subpart.

(B) Dietary services as required at
§483.35 of this subpart.

(C) An activities program as required
at §483.15(f) of this subpart.

(D) Room/bed maintenance services.

(E) Routine personal hygiene items
and services as required to meet the
needs of residents, including, but not
limited to, hair hygiene supplies,
comb, brush, bath soap, disinfecting
soaps or specialized cleansing agents
when indicated to treat special skin
problems or to fight infection, razor,
shaving cream, toothbrush, toothpaste,
denture adhesive, denture cleaner, den-
tal floss, moisturizing lotion, tissues,
cotton balls, cotton swabs, deodorant,
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incontinence care and supplies, sani-
tary napkins and related supplies, tow-
els, washcloths, hospital gowns, over
the counter drugs, hair and nail hy-
giene services, bathing, and basic per-
sonal laundry.

(F) Medically-related social services
as required at §483.15(g) of this subpart.

(ii) Items and services that may be
charged to residents’ funds. Listed below
are general categories and examples of
items and services that the facility
may charge to residents’ funds if they
are requested by a resident, if the facil-
ity informs the resident that there will
be a charge, and if payment is not
made by Medicare or Medicaid:

(A) Telephone.

(B) Television/radio for personal use.

(C) Personal comfort items, including
smoking materials, notions and nov-
elties, and confections.

(D) Cosmetic and grooming items and

services in excess of those for which
payment is made under Medicaid or
Medicare.

(E) Personal clothing.

(F) Personal reading matter.

(G) Gifts purchased on behalf of a
resident.

(H) Flowers and plants.

(1) Social events and entertainment
offered outside the scope of the activi-
ties program, provided under §483.15(f)
of this subpart.

(J) Noncovered special care services
such as privately hired nurses or aides.

(K) Private room, except when thera-
peutically required (for example, isola-
tion for infection control).

(L) Specially prepared or alternative
food requested instead of the food gen-
erally prepared by the facility, as re-
quired by §483.35 of this subpart.

(iii) Requests for items and services. (A)
The facility must not charge a resident
(or his or her representative) for any
item or service not requested by the
resident.

(B) The facility must not require a
resident (or his or her representative)
to request any item or service as a con-
dition of admission or continued stay.

(C) The facility must inform the resi-
dent (or his or her representative) re-
questing an item or service for which a
charge will be made that there will be
a charge for the item or service and
what the charge will be.

§483.10

(d) Free choice. The resident has the
right to—

(1) Choose a personal attending phy-
sician;

(2) Be fully informed in advance
about care and treatment and of any
changes in that care or treatment that
may affect the resident’s well-being;
and

(3) Unless adjudged incompetent or
otherwise found to be incapacitated
under the laws of the State, participate
in planning care and treatment or
changes in care and treatment.

(e) Privacy and confidentiality. The
resident has the right to personal pri-
vacy and confidentiality of his or her
personal and clinical records.

(1) Personal privacy includes accom-
modations, medical treatment, written
and telephone communications, per-
sonal care, visits, and meetings of fam-
ily and resident groups, but this does
not require the facility to provide a
private room for each resident;

(2) Except as provided in paragraph
(e)(3) of this section, the resident may
approve or refuse the release of per-
sonal and clinical records to any indi-
vidual outside the facility;

(3) The resident’s right to refuse re-
lease of personal and clinical records
does not apply when—

(i) The resident is transferred to an-
other health care institution; or

(i) Record release is required by law.

(f) Grievances. A resident has the
right to—

(1) Voice grievances without dis-
crimination or reprisal. Such griev-
ances include those with respect to
treatment which has been furnished as
well as that which has not been fur-
nished; and

(2) Prompt efforts by the facility to
resolve grievances the resident may
have, including those with respect to
the behavior of other residents.

(g) Examination of survey results. A
resident has the right to—

(1) Examine the results of the most
recent survey of the facility conducted
by Federal or State surveyors and any
plan of correction in effect with re-
spect to the facility. The facility must
make the results available for exam-
ination in a place readily accessible to
residents, and must post a notice of
their availability; and
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(2) Receive information from agen-
cies acting as client advocates, and be
afforded the opportunity to contact
these agencies.

(h) Work. The resident has the right
to—

(1) Refuse to perform services for the
facility;

(2) Perform services for the facility,
if he or she chooses, when—

(i) The facility has documented the
need or desire for work in the plan of
care;

(ii) The plan specifies the nature of
the services performed and whether the
services are voluntary or paid;

(iii) Compensation for paid services is
at or above prevailing rates; and

(iv) The resident agrees to the work
arrangement described in the plan of
care.

(i) Mail. The resident has the right to
privacy in written communications, in-
cluding the right to—

(1) Send and promptly receive mail
that is unopened; and

(2) Have access to stationery, post-
age, and writing implements at the
resident’s own expense.

(J) Access and visitation rights. (1) The
resident has the right and the facility
must provide immediate access to any
resident by the following:

(i) Any representative of the Sec-
retary;

(ii) Any representative of the State:

(iii) The resident’s individual physi-
cian;

(iv) The State long term care om-
budsman (established under section
307(a)(12) of the Older Americans Act of
1965);

(v) The agency responsible for the
protection and advocacy system for de-
velopmentally disabled individuals (es-
tablished under part C of the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act);

(vi) The agency responsible for the
protection and advocacy system for
mentally ill individuals (established
under the Protection and Advocacy for
Mentally 11l Individuals Act);

(vii) Subject to the resident’s right to
deny or withdraw consent at any time,
immediate family or other relatives of
the resident; and

(viii) Subject to reasonable restric-
tions and the resident’s right to deny

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-97 Edition)

or withdraw consent at any time, oth-
ers who are visiting with the consent of
the resident.

(2) The facility must provide reason-
able access to any resident by any en-
tity or individual that provides health,
social, legal, or other services to the
resident, subject to the resident’s right
to deny or withdraw consent at any
time.

(3) The facility must allow represent-
atives of the State Ombudsman, de-
scribed in paragraph (j)(1)(iv) of this
section, to examine a resident’s clini-
cal records with the permission of the
resident or the resident’s legal rep-
resentative, and consistent with State
law.

(k) Telephone. The resident has the
right to have reasonable access to the
use of a telephone where calls can be
made without being overheard.

(I) Personal property. The resident has
the right to retain and use personal
possessions, including some furnish-
ings, and appropriate clothing, as space
permits, unless to do so would infringe
upon the rights or health and safety of
other residents.

(m) Married couples. The resident has
the right to share a room with his or
her spouse when married residents live
in the same facility and both spouses
consent to the arrangement.

(n) Self-Administration of Drugs. An in-
dividual resident may self-administer
drugs if the interdisciplinary team, as
defined by §483.20(d)(2)(ii), has deter-
mined that this practice is safe.

(0) Refusal of certain transfers. (1) An
individual has the right to refuse a
transfer to another room within the in-
stitution, if the purpose of the transfer
is to relocate—

(i) A resident of a SNF from the dis-
tinct part of the institution that is a
SNF to a part of the institution that is
not a SNF, or

(ii) A resident of a NF from the dis-
tinct part of the institution that is a
NF to a distinct part of the institution
that is a SNF.

(2) A resident’s exercise of the right
to refuse transfer under paragraph
(0)(2) of this section does not affect the
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individual’s eligibility or entitlement
to Medicare or Medicaid benefits.

[56 FR 48867, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 8202, Mar. 6, 1992; 57 FR 43924, Sept. 23,
1992; 57 FR 53587, Nov. 12, 1992; 60 FR 33293,
June 27, 1995]

§483.12 Admission, transfer and dis-
charge rights.

(a) Transfer and discharge—

(1) Definition: Transfer and discharge
includes movement of a resident to a
bed outside of the certified facility
whether that bed is in the same phys-
ical plant or not. Transfer and dis-
charge does not refer to movement of a
resident to a bed within the same cer-
tified facility.

(2) Transfer and discharge require-
ments. The facility must permit each
resident to remain in the facility, and
not transfer or discharge the resident
from the facility unless—

(i) The transfer or discharge is nec-
essary for the resident’s welfare and
the resident’s needs cannot be met in
the facility;

(ii) The transfer or discharge is ap-
propriate because the resident’s health
has improved sufficiently so the resi-
dent no longer needs the services pro-
vided by the facility;

(iii) The safety of individuals in the
facility is endangered;

(iv) The health of individuals in the
facility would otherwise be endangered;

(v) The resident has failed, after rea-
sonable and appropriate notice, to pay
for (or to have paid under Medicare or
Medicaid) a stay at the facility. For a
resident who becomes eligible for Med-
icaid after admission to a facility, the
facility may charge a resident only al-
lowable charges under Medicaid; or

(vi) The facility ceases to operate.

(3) Documentation. When the facility
transfers or discharges a resident under
any of the circumstances specified in
paragraphs (a)(2)(i) through (v) of this
section, the resident’s clinical record
must be documented. The documenta-
tion must be made by—

(i) The resident’s physician when
transfer or discharge is necessary
under paragraph (a)(2)(i) or paragraph
(a)(2)(ii) of this section; and

(ii) A physician when transfer or dis-
charge is necessary under paragraph
(a)(2)(iv) of this section.

§483.12

(4) Notice before transfer. Before a fa-
cility transfers or discharges a resi-
dent, the facility must—

(i) Notify the resident and, if known,
a family member or legal representa-
tive of the resident of the transfer or
discharge and the reasons for the move
in writing and in a language and man-
ner they understand.

(ii) Record the reasons in the resi-
dent’s clinical record; and

(iii) Include in the notice the items
described in paragraph (a)(6) of this
section.

(5) Timing of the notice. (i) Except
when specified in paragraph (a)(5)(ii) of
this section, the notice of transfer or
discharge required under paragraph
(a)(4) of this section must be made by
the facility at least 30 days before the
resident is transferred or discharged.

(ii) Notice may be made as soon as
practicable before transfer or discharge
when—

(A) the safety of individuals in the fa-
cility would be endangered under para-
graph (a)(2)(iii) of this section;

(B) The health of individuals in the
facility would be endangered, under
paragraph (a)(2)(iv) of this section;

(C) The resident’s health improves
sufficiently to allow a more immediate
transfer or discharge, under paragraph
(a)(2)(ii) of this section;

(D) An immediate transfer or dis-
charge is required by the resident’s ur-
gent medical needs, under paragraph
(a)(2)(i) of this section; or

(E) A resident has not resided in the
facility for 30 days.

(6) Contents of the notice. The written
notice specified in paragraph (a)(4) of
this section must include the follow-
ing:

(i) The reason for transfer or dis-
charge;

(ii) The effective date of transfer or
discharge;

(iii) The location to which the resi-
dent is transferred or discharged;

(iv) A statement that the resident
has the right to appeal the action to
the State;

(v) The name, address and telephone
number of the State long term care
ombudsman,;

(vi) For nursing facility residents
with developmental disabilities, the
mailing address and telephone number
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of the agency responsible for the pro-
tection and advocacy of developmen-
tally disabled individuals established
under Part C of the Developmental Dis-
abilities Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act; and

(vii) For nursing facility residents
who are mentally ill, the mailing ad-
dress and telephone number of the
agency responsible for the protection

and advocacy of mentally ill individ-
uals established under the Protection
and Advocacy for Mentally 11l Individ-
uals Act.

(7) Orientation for transfer or dis-
charge. A facility must provide suffi-
cient preparation and orientation to
residents to ensure safe and orderly
transfer or discharge from the facility.

(b) Notice of bed-hold policy and read-
mission—(1) Notice before transfer. Before
a nursing facility transfers a resident
to a hospital or allows a resident to go
on therapeutic leave, the nursing facil-
ity must provide written information
to the resident and a family member or
legal representative that specifies—

(i) The duration of the bed-hold pol-
icy under the State plan, if any, during
which the resident is permitted to re-
turn and resume residence in the nurs-
ing facility; and

(ii) The nursing facility’s policies re-
garding bed-hold periods, which must
be consistent with paragraph (b)(3) of
this section, permitting a resident to
return.

(2) Bed-hold notice upon transfer. At
the time of transfer of a resident for
hospitalization or therapeutic leave, a
nursing facility must provide to the
resident and a family member or legal
representative written notice which
specifies the duration of the bed-hold
policy described in paragraph (b)(1) of
this section.

(3) Permitting resident to return to facil-
ity. A nursing facility must establish
and follow a written policy under
which a resident, whose hospitalization
or therapeutic leave exceeds the bed-
hold period under the State plan, is re-
admitted to the facility immediately
upon the first availability of a bed in a
semi-private room if the resident—

(i) Requires the services provided by
the facility; and

(i) Is eligible for Medicaid nursing
facility services.
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(c) Equal access to quality care.

(1) A facility must establish and
maintain identical policies and prac-
tices regarding transfer, discharge, and
the provision of services under the
State plan for all individuals regard-
less of source of payment;

(2) The facility may charge any
amount for services furnished to non-
Medicaid residents consistent with the
notice requirement in §483.10(b)(5)(i)
and (b)(6) describing the charges; and

(3) The State is not required to offer
additional services on behalf of a resi-
dent other than services provided in
the State plan.

(d) Admissions policy.

(1) The facility must—

(i) Not require residents or potential
residents to waive their rights to Medi-
care or Medicaid; and

(if) Not require oral or written assur-
ance that residents or potential resi-
dents are not eligible for, or will not
apply for, Medicare or Medicaid bene-
fits.

(2) The facility must not require a
third party guarantee of payment to
the facility as a condition of admission
or expedited admission, or continued
stay in the facility. However, the facil-
ity may require an individual who has
legal access to a resident’s income or
resources available to pay for facility
care to sign a contract, without incur-
ring personal financial liability, to pro-
vide facility payment from the resi-
dent’s income or resources.

(3) In the case of a person eligible for
Medicaid, a nursing facility must not
charge, solicit, accept, or receive, in
addition to any amount otherwise re-
quired to be paid under the State plan,
any gift, money, donation, or other
consideration as a precondition of ad-
mission, expedited admission or con-
tinued stay in the facility. However,—

(i) A nursing facility may charge a
resident who is eligible for Medicaid
for items and services the resident has
requested and received, and that are
not specified in the State plan as in-
cluded in the term “nursing facility
services” so long as the facility gives
proper notice of the availability and
cost of these services to residents and
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does not condition the resident’s ad-
mission or continued stay on the re-
quest for and receipt of such additional
services; and

(i) A nursing facility may solicit, ac-
cept, or receive a charitable, religious,
or philanthropic contribution from an
organization or from a person unre-
lated to a Medicaid eligible resident or
potential resident, but only to the ex-
tent that the contribution is not a con-
dition of admission, expedited admis-
sion, or continued stay in the facility
for a Medicaid eligible resident.

(4) States or political subdivisions
may apply stricter admissions stand-
ards under State or local laws than are
specified in this section, to prohibit
discrimination against individuals en-
titled to Medicaid.

[56 FR 48869, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43924, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.13 Resident behavior and facility
practices.

(a) Restraints. The resident has the
right to be free from any physical or
chemical restraints imposed for pur-
poses of discipline or convenience, and
not required to treat the resident’s
medical symptoms.

(b) Abuse. The resident has the right
to be free from verbal, sexual, physical,
and mental abuse, corporal punish-
ment, and involuntary seclusion.

(c) Staff treatment of residents. The fa-
cility must develop and implement
written policies and procedures that
prohibit mistreatment, neglect, and
abuse of residents and misappropria-
tion of resident property.

(1) The facility must—

(i) Not use verbal, mental, sexual, or
physical abuse, corporal punishment,
or involuntary seclusion;

(ii) Not employ individuals who have
been—

(A) Found guilty of abusing, neglect-
ing, or mistreating residents by a court
of law; or

(B) Have had a finding entered into
the State nurse aide registry concern-
ing abuse, neglect, mistreatment of
residents or misappropriation of their
property; and

(iii) Report any knowledge it has of
actions by a court of law against an
employee, which would indicate
unfitness for service as a nurse aide or
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other facility staff to the State nurse
aide registry or licensing authorities.

(2) The facility must ensure that all
alleged violations involving mistreat-
ment, neglect, or abuse, including inju-
ries of unknown source, and misappro-
priation of resident property are re-
ported immediately to the adminis-
trator of the facility and to other offi-
cials in accordance with State law
through established procedures (includ-
ing to the State survey and certifi-
cation agency).

(3) The facility must have evidence
that all alleged violations are thor-
oughly investigated, and must prevent
further potential abuse while the inves-
tigation is in progress.

(4) The results of all investigations
must be reported to the administrator
or his designated representative and to
other officials in accordance with
State law (including to the State sur-
vey and certification agency) within 5
working days of the incident, and if the
alleged violation is verified appropriate
corrective action must be taken.

[56 FR 48870, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43924, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.15 Quality of life.

A facility must care for its residents
in a manner and in an environment
that promotes maintenance or en-
hancement of each resident’s quality of
life.

(a) Dignity. The facility must pro-
mote care for residents in a manner
and in an environment that maintains
or enhances each resident’s dignity and
respect in full recognition of his or her
individuality.

(b) Self-determination and participa-
tion. The resident has the right to—

(1) Choose activities, schedules, and
health care consistent with his or her
interests, assessments, and plans of
care;

(2) Interact with members of the
community both inside and outside the
facility; and

(3) Make choices about aspects of his
or her life in the facility that are sig-
nificant to the resident.

(c) Participation in resident and family
groups. (1) A resident has the right to
organize and participate in resident
groups in the facility;
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(2) A resident’s family has the right
to meet in the facility with the fami-
lies of other residents in the facility;

(3) The facility must provide a resi-
dent or family group, if one exists,
with private space;

(4) Staff or visitors may attend meet-
ings at the group’s invitation;

(5) The facility must provide a des-
ignated staff person responsible for
providing assistance and responding to
written requests that result from group
meetings;

(6) When a resident or family group
exists, the facility must listen to the
views and act upon the grievances and
recommendations of residents and fam-
ilies concerning proposed policy and
operational decisions affecting resident
care and life in the facility.

(d) Participation in other activities. A
resident has the right to participate in
social, religious, and community ac-
tivities that do not interfere with the
rights of other residents in the facility.

(e) Accommodation of needs. A resident
has the right to—

(1) Reside and receive services in the
facility with reasonable accommoda-
tion of individual needs and pref-
erences, except when the health or
safety of the individual or other resi-
dents would be endangered; and

(2) Receive notice before the resi-
dent’s room or roommate in the facil-
ity is changed.

(f) Activities. (1) The facility must
provide for an ongoing program of ac-
tivities designed to meet, in accord-
ance with the comprehensive assess-
ment, the interests and the physical,
mental, and psychosocial well-being of
each resident.

(2) The activities program must be
directed by a qualified professional
who—

(i) Is a qualified therapeutic recre-
ation specialist or an activities profes-
sional who—

(A) Is licensed or registered, if appli-
cable, by the State in which practicing;
and

(B) Is eligible for certification as a
therapeutic recreation specialist or as
an activities professional by a recog-
nized accrediting body on or after Oc-
tober 1, 1990; or

(i) Has 2 years of experience in a so-
cial or recreational program within the
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last 5 years, 1 of which was full-time in
a patient activities program in a
health care setting; or

(iii) Is a qualified occupational thera-
pist or occupational therapy assistant;
or

(iv) Has completed a training course
approved by the State.

(g) Social Services. (1) The facility
must provide medically-related social
services to attain or maintain the
highest practicable physical, mental,
and psychosocial well-being of each
resident.

(2) A facility with more than 120 beds
must employ a qualified social worker
on a full-time basis.

(3) Qualifications of social worker. A
qualified social worker is an individual
with—

(i) A bachelor’s degree in social work
or a bachelor’s degree in a human serv-
ices field including but not limited to
sociology, special education, rehabili-
tation counseling, and psychology; and

(ii) One year of supervised social
work experience in a health care set-
ting working directly with individuals.

(h) Environment. The facility must
provide—

(1) A safe, clean, comfortable, and
homelike environment, allowing the
resident to use his or her personal be-
longings to the extent possible;

(2) Housekeeping and maintenance
services necessary to maintain a sani-
tary, orderly, and comfortable interior;

(3) Clean bed and bath linens that are
in good condition;

(4) Private closet space in each resi-
dent room, as specified in
§483.70(d)(2)(iv) of this part;

(5) Adequate and comfortable light-
ing levels in all areas;

(6) Comfortable and safe temperature
levels. Facilities initially certified
after October 1, 1990 must maintain a
temperature range of 71-81°F; and

(7) For the maintenance of com-
fortable sound levels.

[56 FR 48871, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43924, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.20 Resident assessment.

The facility must conduct initially
and periodically a comprehensive, ac-
curate, standardized, reproducible as-
sessment of each resident’s functional
capacity.
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(a) Admission orders. At the time each
resident is admitted, the facility must
have physician orders for the resident’s
immediate care.

(b) Comprehensive assessments. (1) The
facility must make a comprehensive
assessment of a resident’s needs,
which—

(i) Is based on a uniform data set
specified by the Secretary and uses an
instrument that is specified by the
State and approved by the Secretary;
and

(ii) Describes the resident’s capabil-
ity to perform daily life functions and
significant impairments in functional
capacity.

(2) The comprehensive assessment
must include at least the following in-
formation:

(i) Medically defined conditions and
prior medical history;

(ii) Medical status measurement;

(iii) Physical and mental functional
status;

(iv) Sensory and physical
ments;

(v) Nutritional status and require-
ments;

(vi) Special
dures;

(vii) Mental and psychosocial status;

(viii) Discharge potential;

(ix) Dental condition;

(x) Activities potential;

(xi) Rehabilitation potential,;

(xii) Cognitive status; and

(xiii) Drug therapy.

(3) [Reserved]

(4) Frequency. Assessments must be
conducted—

(i) No later than 14 days after the
date of admission;

(i) For current NF residents not
later than October 1, 1991,

(iii) For current SNF residents not
later than January 1, 1991;

(iv) Promptly after a significant
change in the resident’s physical or
mental condition; and

(v) In no case less often than once
every 12 months.

(5) Review of assessments. The nursing
facility must examine each resident no
less than once every 3 months, and as
appropriate, revise the resident’s as-
sessment to assure the continued accu-
racy of the assessment.

impair-

treatments or proce-

§483.20

(6) Use. The results of the assessment
are used to develop, review, and revise
the resident’s comprehensive plan of
care, under paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion.

(7) Coordination. The facility must co-
ordinate assessments with any State-
required preadmission screening pro-
gram to the maximum extent prac-
ticable to avoid duplicative testing and
effort.

(c) Accuracy of assessments. (1) Coordi-
nation. (i) Each assessment must be
conducted or coordinated with the ap-
propriate participation of health pro-
fessionals.

(ii) Each assessment must be con-
ducted or coordinated by a registered
nurse who signs and certifies the com-
pletion of the assessment.

(2) Certification. Each individual who
completes a portion of the assessment
must sign and certify the accuracy of
that portion of the assessment.

(3) Penalty for falsification. An indi-
vidual who willfully and knowingly
certifies (or causes another individual
to certify) a material and false state-
ment in a resident assessment is sub-
ject to civil money penalties. The im-
plementing regulations for this statu-
tory authority are located in part 1003
of this chapter.

(4) Use of independent assessors. If a
State determines, under a survey or
otherwise, that there has been a know-
ing and willful certification of false
statements under paragraph (c)(3) of
this section, the State may require (for
a period specified by the State) that
resident assessments under this para-
graph be conducted and certified by in-
dividuals who are independent of the
facility and who are approved by the
State.

(d) Comprehensive care plans. (1) The
facility must develop a comprehensive
care plan for each resident that in-
cludes measurable objectives and time-
tables to meet a resident’s medical,
nursing, and mental and psychosocial
needs that are identified in the com-
prehensive assessment. The care plan
must describer the following—

(i) The services that are to be fur-
nished to attain or maintain the resi-
dent’s highest practicable physical,
mental, and psychosocial well-being as
required under §483.25; and
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(i) Any services that would other-
wise be required under §483.25 but are
not provided due to the resident’s exer-
cise of rights under §483.10, including
the right to refuse treatment under
§483.10(b)(4).

(2) A comprehensive care plan must
be—

(i) Developed within 7 days after
completion of the comprehensive as-
sessment;

(ii) Prepared by an interdisciplinary
team, that includes the attending phy-
sician, a registered nurse with respon-
sibility for the resident, and other ap-
propriate staff in disciplines as deter-
mined by the resident’s needs, and, to
the extent practicable, the participa-
tion of the resident, the resident’s fam-
ily or the resident’s legal representa-
tive; and

(iii) Periodically reviewed and re-
vised by a team of qualified persons
after each assessment.

(3) The services provided or arranged
by the facility must—

(i) Meet professional
quality; and

(ii) Be provided by qualified persons
in accordance with each resident’s
written plan of care.

(e) Discharge summary. When the fa-
cility anticipates discharge a resident
must have a discharge summary that
includes—

(1) A recapitulation of the resident’s
stay;

(2) A final summary of the resident’s
status to include items in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section, at the time of the
discharge that is available for release
to authorized persons and agencies,
with the consent of the resident or
legal representative; and

(3) A post-discharge plan of care that
is developed with the participation of
the resident and his or her family,
which will assist the resident to adjust
to his or her new living environment.

(f) Preadmission screening for mentally
ill individuals and individuals with men-
tal retardation. (1) A nursing facility
must not admit, on or after January 1,
1989, any new resident with—

(i) Mental illness as defined in para-
graph (f)(2)(i) of this section, unless the
State mental health authority has de-
termined, based on an independent
physical and mental evaluation per-

standards of
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formed by a person or entity other
than the State mental health author-
ity, prior to admission,

(A) That, because of the physical and
mental condition of the individual, the
individual requires the level of services
provided by a nursing facility; and

(B) If the individual requires such
level of services, whether the individ-
ual requires specialized services; or

(ii) Mental retardation, as defined in
paragraph (f)(2)(ii) of this section, un-
less the State mental retardation or
developmental disability authority has
determined prior to admission—

(A) That, because of the physical and
mental condition of the individual, the
individual requires the level of services
provided by a nursing facility; and

(B) If the individual requires such
level of services, whether the individ-
ual requires specialized services for
mental retardation.

(2) Definition. For purposes of this
section—

(i) An individual is considered to
have mental illness if the individual has
a serious mental illness as defined in
§483.102(b)(1).

(ii) An individual is considered to be
mentally retarded if the individual is
mentally retarded as defined in
§483.102(b)(3) or is a person with a re-
lated condition as described in 42 CFR
435.1009.

[56 FR 48871, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43924, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.25 Quality of care.

Each resident must receive and the
facility must provide the necessary
care and services to attain or maintain
the highest practicable physical, men-
tal, and psychosocial well-being, in ac-
cordance with the comprehensive as-
sessment and plan of care.

(a) Activities of daily living. Based on
the comprehensive assessment of a
resident, the facility must ensure
that—

(1) A resident’s abilities in activities
of daily living do not diminish unless
circumstances of the individual’s clini-
cal condition demonstrate that diminu-
tion was unavoidable. This includes the
resident’s ability to—

(i) Bathe, dress, and groom;

(i) Transfer and ambulate;

(iii) Toilet;
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(iv) Eat; and

(v) Use speech, language, or other
functional communication systems.

(2) A resident is given the appro-
priate treatment and services to main-
tain or improve his or her abilities
specified in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion; and

(3) A resident who is unable to carry
out activities of daily living receives
the necessary services to maintain
good nutrition, grooming, and personal
and oral hygiene.

(b) Vision and hearing. To ensure that
residents receive proper treatment and
assistive devices to maintain vision
and hearing abilities, the facility must,
if necessary, assist the resident—

(1) In making appointments, and

(2) By arranging for transportation
to and from the office of a practitioner
specializing in the treatment of vision
or hearing impairment or the office of
a professional specializing in the provi-
sion of vision or hearing assistive de-
vices.

(c) Pressure sores. Based on the com-
prehensive assessment of a resident,
the facility must ensure that—

(1) A resident who enters the facility
without pressure sores does not develop
pressure sores unless the individual’s
clinical condition demonstrates that
they were unavoidable; and

(2) A resident having pressure sores
receives necessary treatment and serv-
ices to promote healing, prevent infec-
tion and prevent new sores from devel-
oping.

(d) Urinary Incontinence. Based on the
resident’s comprehensive assessment,
the facility must ensure that—

(1) A resident who enters the facility
without an indwelling catheter is not
catheterized unless the resident’s clini-
cal condition demonstrates that cath-
eterization was necessary; and

(2) A resident who is incontinent of
bladder receives appropriate treatment
and services to prevent urinary tract
infections and to restore as much nor-
mal bladder function as possible.

(e) Range of motion. Based on the
comprehensive assessment of a resi-
dent, the facility must ensure that—

(1) A resident who enters the facility
without a limited range of motion does
not experience reduction in range of
motion unless the resident’s clinical
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condition demonstrates that a reduc-
tion in range of motion is unavoidable;
and

(2) A resident with a limited range of
motion receives appropriate treatment
and services to increase range of mo-
tion and/or to prevent further decrease
in range of motion.

(f) Mental and Psychosocial function-
ing. Based on the comprehensive as-
sessment of a resident, the facility
must ensure that—

(1) A resident who displays mental or
psychosocial adjustment difficulty, re-
ceives appropriate treatment and serv-
ices to correct the assessed problem,
and

(2) A resident whose assessment did
not reveal a mental or psychosocial ad-
justment difficulty does not display a
pattern of decreased social interaction
and/or increased withdrawn, angry, or
depressive behaviors, unless the resi-
dent’s clinical condition demonstrates
that such a pattern was unavoidable.

(g) Naso-gastric tubes. Based on the
comprehensive assessment of a resi-
dent, the facility must ensure that—

(1) A resident who has been able to
eat enough alone or with assistance is
not fed by naso-gastric tube unless the
resident’s clinical condition dem-
onstrates that use of a naso-gastric
tube was unavoidable; and

(2) A resident who is fed by a naso-
gastric or gastrostomy tube receives
the appropriate treatment and services
to prevent aspiration pneumonia, diar-
rhea, vomiting, dehydration, metabolic
abnormalities, and nasal-pharyngeal
ulcers and to restore, if possible, nor-
mal eating skills.

(h) Accidents. The facility must en-
sure that—

(1) The resident environment remains
as free of accident hazards as is pos-
sible; and

(2) Each resident receives adequate
supervision and assistance devices to
prevent accidents.

(i) Nutrition. Based on a resident’s
comprehensive assessment, the facility
must ensure that a resident—

(1) Maintains acceptable parameters
of nutritional status, such as body
weight and protein levels, unless the
resident’s clinical condition dem-
onstrates that this is not possible; and
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(2) Receives a therapeutic diet when
there is a nutritional problem.

(J) Hydration. The facility must pro-
vide each resident with sufficient fluid
intake to maintain proper hydration
and health.

(k) Special needs. The facility must
ensure that residents receive proper
treatment and care for the following
special services:

(1) Injections;

(2) Parenteral and enteral fluids;

(3) Colostomy, ureterostomy, or ile-
ostomy care;

(4) Tracheostomy care;

(5) Tracheal suctioning;

(6) Respiratory care;

(7) Foot care; and

(8) Prostheses.

() Unnecessary drugs—(1) General.
Each resident’s drug regimen must be
free from unnecessary drugs. An unnec-
essary drug is any drug when used:

(i) In excessive dose (including dupli-
cate drug therapy); or

(ii) For excessive duration; or

(iii) Without adequate monitoring; or

(iv) Without adequate indications for
its use; or

(v) In the presence of adverse con-
sequences which indicate the dose
should be reduced or discontinued; or

(vi) Any combinations of the reasons
above.

(2) Antipsychotic Drugs. Based on a
comprehensive assessment of a resi-
dent, the facility must ensure that—

(i) Residents who have not used
antipsychotic drugs are not given these
drugs unless antipsychotic drug ther-
apy is necessary to treat a specific con-
dition as diagnosed and documented in
the clinical record; and

(ii) Residents who use antipsychotic
drugs receive gradual dose reductions,
and behavioral interventions, unless
clinically contraindicated, in an effort
to discontinue these drugs.

(m) Medication Errors.
must ensure that—

(1) It is free of medication error rates
of five percent or greater; and

(2) Residents are free of any signifi-
cant medication errors.

The facility

[56 FR 48873, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]
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8§483.30 Nursing services.

The facility must have sufficient
nursing staff to provide nursing and re-
lated services to attain or maintain the
highest practicable physical, mental,
and psychosocial well-being of each
resident, as determined by resident as-
sessments and individual plans of care.

(a) Sufficient staff. (1) The facility
must provide services by sufficient
numbers of each of the following types
of personnel on a 24-hour basis to pro-
vide nursing care to all residents in ac-
cordance with resident care plans:

(i) Except when waived under para-
graph (c) of this section, licensed
nurses; and

(i) Other nursing personnel.

(2) Except when waived under para-
graph (c) of this section, the facility
must designate a licensed nurse to
serve as a charge nurse on each tour of
duty.

(b) Registered nurse. (1) Except when
waived under paragraph (c) or (d) of
this section, the facility must use the
services of a registered nurse for at
least 8 consecutive hours a day, 7 days
a week.

(2) Except when waived under para-
graph (c) or (d) of this section, the fa-
cility must designate a registered
nurse to serve as the director of nurs-
ing on a full time basis.

(3) The director of nursing may serve
as a charge nurse only when the facil-
ity has an average daily occupancy of
60 or fewer residents.

(c) Nursing facilities: Waiver of require-
ment to provide licensed nurses on a 24-
hour basis. To the extent that a facility
is unable to meet the requirements of
paragraphs (a)(2) and (b)(1) of this sec-
tion, a State may waive such require-
ments with respect to the facility if—

(1) The facility demonstrates to the
satisfaction of the State that the facil-
ity has been unable, despite diligent ef-
forts (including offering wages at the
community prevailing rate for nursing
facilities), to recruit appropriate per-
sonnel;

(2) The State determines that a waiv-
er of the requirement will not endanger
the health or safety of individuals
staying in the facility;

(3) The State finds that, for any peri-
ods in which licensed nursing services
are not available, a registered nurse or
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a physician is obligated to respond im-
mediately to telephone calls from the
facility;

(4) A waiver granted under the condi-
tions listed in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion is subject to annual State review;

(5) In granting or renewing a waiver,
a facility may be required by the State
to use other qualified, licensed person-
nel;

(6) The State agency granting a waiv-
er of such requirements provides notice
of the waiver to the State long term
care ombudsman (established under
section 307(a)(12) of the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965) and the protection
and advocacy system in the State for
the mentally ill and mentally retarded;
and

(7) The nursing facility that is grant-
ed such a waiver by a State notifies
residents of the facility (or, where ap-
propriate, the guardians or legal rep-
resentatives of such residents) and
members of their immediate families of
the waiver.

(d) SNFs: Waiver of the requirement to
provide services of a registered nurse for
more than 40 hours a week.

(1) The Secretary may waive the re-
quirement that a SNF provide the serv-
ices of a registered nurse for more than
40 hours a week, including a director of
nursing specified in paragraph (b) of
this section, if the Secretary finds
that—

(i) The facility is located in a rural
area and the supply of skilled nursing
facility services in the area is not suffi-
cient to meet the needs of individuals
residing in the area;

(ii) The facility has one full-time reg-
istered nurse who is regularly on duty
at the facility 40 hours a week; and

(iii) The facility either—

(A) Has only patients whose physi-
cians have indicated (through physi-
cians’ orders or admission notes) that
they do not require the services of a
registered nurse or a physician for a 48-
hours period, or

(B) Has made arrangements for a reg-
istered nurse or a physician to spend
time at the facility, as determined nec-
essary by the physician, to provide nec-
essary skilled nursing services on days
when the regular full-time registered
nurse is not on duty;
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(iv) The Secretary provides notice of
the waiver to the State long term care
ombudsman (established under section
307(a)(12) of the Older Americans Act of
1965) and the protection and advocacy
system in the State for the mentally ill
and mentally retarded; and

(v) The facility that is granted such a
waiver notifies residents of the facility
(or, where appropriate, the guardians
or legal representatives of such resi-
dents) and members of their immediate
families of the waiver.

(2) A waiver of the registered nurse
requirement under paragraph (d)(1) of
this section is subject to annual re-
newal by the Secretary.

[56 FR 48873, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.35 Dietary services.

The facility must provide each resi-
dent with a nourishing, palatable, well-
balanced diet that meets the daily nu-
tritional and special dietary needs of
each resident.

(a) Staffing. The facility must employ
a qualified dietitian either full-time,
part-time, or on a consultant basis.

(1) If a qualified dietitian is not em-
ployed full-time, the facility must des-
ignate a person to serve as the director
of food service who receives frequently
scheduled consultation from a qualified
dietitian.

(2) A qualified dietitian is one who is
qualified based upon either registration
by the Commission on Dietetic Reg-
istration of the American Dietetic As-
sociation, or on the basis of education,
training, or experience in identifica-
tion of dietary needs, planning, and im-
plementation of dietary programs.

(b) Sufficient staff. The facility must
employ sufficient support personnel
competent to carry out the functions
of the dietary service.

(c) Menus and nutritional adequacy.
Menus must—

(1) Meet the nutritional needs of resi-
dents in accordance with the rec-
ommended dietary allowances of the
Food and Nutrition Board of the Na-
tional Research Council, National
Academy of Sciences;

(2) Be prepared in advance; and

(3) Be followed.

(d) Food. Each resident receives and
the facility provides—
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(1) Food prepared by methods that
conserve nutritive value, flavor, and
appearance;

(2) Food that is palatable, attractive,
and at the proper temperature;

(3) Food prepared in a form designed
to meet individual needs; and

(4) Substitutes offered of similar nu-
tritive value to residents who refuse
food served.

(e) Therapeutic diets. Therapeutic
diets must be prescribed by the attend-
ing physician.

(f) Frequency of meals. (1) Each resi-
dent receives and the facility provides
at least three meals daily, at regular
times comparable to normal mealtimes
in the community.

(2) There must be no more than 14
hours between a substantial evening
meal and breakfast the following day,
except as provided in (4) below.

(3) The facility must offer snacks at
bedtime daily.

(4) When a nourishing snack is pro-
vided at bedtime, up to 16 hours may
elapse between a substantial evening
meal and breakfast the following day if
a resident group agrees to this meal
span, and a nourishing snack is served.

(g) Assistive devices. The facility must
provide special eating equipment and
utensils for residents who need them.

(h) Sanitary conditions. The facility
must—

(1) Procure food from sources ap-
proved or considered satisfactory by
Federal, State, or local authorities;

(2) Store, prepare, distribute, and
serve food under sanitary conditions;
and

(3) Dispose of garbage and refuse
properly.

[56 FR 48874, Sept. 26, 1991]

8§483.40 Physician services.

A physician must personally approve
in writing a recommendation that an
individual be admitted to a facility.
Each resident must remain under the
care of a physician.

(a) Physician supervision. The facility
must ensure that—

(1) The medical care of each resident
is supervised by a physician; and

(2) Another physician supervises the
medical care of residents when their
attending physician is unavailable.

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-97 Edition)

(b) Physician visits.
must—

(1) Review the resident’s total pro-
gram of care, including medications
and treatments, at each visit required
by paragraph (c) of this section;

(2) Write, sign, and date progress
notes at each visit; and

(3) Sign and date all orders.

(c) Frequency of physician visits.

(1) The resident must be seen by a
physician at least once every 30 days
for the first 90 days after admission,
and at least once every 60 days there-
after.

(2) A physician visit is considered
timely if it occurs not later than 10
days after the date the visit was re-
quired.

(3) Except as provided in paragraphs
(c)(4) and (f) of this section, all re-
quired physician visits must be made
by the physician personally.

(4) At the option of the physician, re-
quired visits in SNFs after the initial
visit may alternate between personal
visits by the physician and visits by a
physician assistant, nurse practitioner,
or clinical nurse specialist in accord-
ance with paragraph (e) of this section.

(d) Availability of physicians for emer-
gency care. The facility must provide or
arrange for the provision of physician
services 24 hours a day, in case of an
emergency.

(e) Physician delegation of tasks in
SNFs. (1) Except as specified in para-
graph (e)(2) of this section, a physician
may delegate tasks to a physician as-
sistant, nurse practitioner, or clinical
nurse specialist who—

(i) Meets the applicable definition in
§491.2 of this chapter or, in the case of
a clinical nurse specialist, is licensed
as such by the State;

(ii) Is acting within the scope of prac-
tice as defined by State law; and

(iii) Is under the supervision of the
physician.

(2) A physician may not delegate a
task when the regulations specify that
the physician must perform it person-
ally, or when the delegation is prohib-
ited under State law or by the facili-
ty’s own policies.

(f) Performance of physician tasks in
NFs. At the option of the State, any re-
quired physician task in a NF (includ-
ing tasks which the regulations specify

The physician
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must be performed personally by the
physician) may also be satisfied when
performed by a nurse practitioner, clin-
ical nurse specialist, or physician as-
sistant who is not an employee of the
facility but who is working in collabo-
ration with a physician.

[56 FR 48875, Sept. 26, 1991]

§483.45 Specialized
services.

rehabilitative

(a) Provision of services. If specialized
rehabilitative services such as but not
limited to physical therapy, speech-
language pathology, occupational ther-
apy, and mental health rehabilitative
services for mental illness and mental
retardation, are required in the resi-
dent’s comprehensive plan of care, the
facility must—

(1) Provide the required services; or

(2) Obtain the required services from
an outside resource (in accordance with
§483.75(h) of this part) from a provider
of specialized rehabilitative services.

(b) Qualifications. Specialized reha-
bilitative services must be provided
under the written order of a physician
by qualified personnel.

[56 FR 48875, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.55 Dental services.

The facility must assist residents in
obtaining routine and 24-hour emer-
gency dental care.

(a) Skilled nursing facilities. A facility
(1) Must provide or obtain from an out-
side resource, in accordance with
§483.75(h) of this part, routine and
emergency dental services to meet the
needs of each resident;

(2) May charge a Medicare resident
an additional amount for routine and
emergency dental services;

(3) Must if necessary, assist the resi-
dent—

(i) In making appointments; and

(ii) By arranging for transportation
to and from the dentist’s office; and

(4) Promptly refer residents with lost
or damaged dentures to a dentist.

(b) Nursing facilities. The facility (1)
Must provide or obtain from an outside
resource, in accordance with §483.75(h)
of this part, the following dental serv-
ices to meet the needs of each resident:
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(i) Routine dental services (to the ex-
tent covered under the State plan); and

(ii) Emergency dental services;

(2) Must, if necessary, assist the resi-
dent—

(i) In making appointments; and

(ii) By arranging for transportation
to and from the dentist’s office; and

(3) Must promptly refer residents
with lost or damaged dentures to a
dentist.

[56 FR 48875, Sept. 26, 1991]

§483.60 Pharmacy services.

The facility must provide routine and
emergency drugs and biologicals to its
residents, or obtain them under an
agreement described in §483.75(h) of
this part. The facility may permit unli-
censed personnel to administer drugs if
State law permits, but only under the
general supervision of a licensed nurse.

(a) Procedures. A facility must pro-
vide pharmaceutical services (includ-
ing procedures that assure the accurate
acquiring, receiving, dispensing, and
administering of all drugs and
biologicals) to meet the needs of each
resident.

(b) Service consultation. The facility
must employ or obtain the services of a
licensed pharmacist who—

(1) Provides consultation on all as-
pects of the provision of pharmacy
services in the facility;

(2) Establishes a system of records of
receipt and disposition of all controlled
drugs in sufficient detail to enable an
accurate reconciliation; and

(3) Determines that drug records are
in order and that an account of all con-
trolled drugs is maintained and peri-
odically reconciled.

(c) Drug regimen review. (1) The drug
regimen of each resident must be re-
viewed at least once a month by a li-
censed pharmacist.

(2) The pharmacist must report any
irregularities to the attending physi-
cian and the director of nursing, and
these reports must be acted upon.

(d) Labeling of drugs and biologicals.
Drugs and biologicals used in the facil-
ity must be labeled in accordance with
currently accepted professional prin-
ciples, and include the appropriate ac-
cessory and cautionary instructions,
and the expiration date when applica-
ble.
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(e) Storage of drugs and biologicals.

(1) In accordance with State and Fed-
eral laws, the facility must store all
drugs and biologicals in locked com-
partments under proper temperature
controls, and permit only authorized
personnel to have access to the keys.

(2) The facility must provide sepa-
rately locked, permanently affixed
compartments for storage of controlled
drugs listed in Schedule Il of the Com-
prehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and
Control Act of 1976 and other drugs
subject to abuse, except when the facil-
ity uses single unit package drug dis-
tribution systems in which the quan-
tity stored is minimal and a missing
dose can be readily detected.

[56 FR 48875, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]
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The facility must establish and main-
tain an infection control program de-
signed to provide a safe, sanitary, and
comfortable environment and to help
prevent the development and trans-
mission of disease and infection.

(a) Infection control program. The fa-
cility must establish an infection con-
trol program under which it—

(1) Investigates, controls, and pre-
vents infections in the facility;

(2) Decides what procedures, such as
isolation, should be applied to an indi-
vidual resident; and

(3) Maintains a record of incidents
and corrective actions related to infec-
tions.

(b) Preventing spread of infection. (1)
When the infection control program de-
termines that a resident needs isola-
tion to prevent the spread of infection,
the facility must isolate the resident.

(2) The facility must prohibit em-
ployees with a communicable disease
or infected skin lesions from direct
contact with residents or their food, if
direct contact will transmit the dis-
ease.

(3) The facility must require staff to
wash their hands after each direct resi-
dent contact for which handwashing is
indicated by accepted professional
practice.

Infection control.

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-97 Edition)

(c) Linens. Personnel must handle,
store, process, and transport linens so
as to prevent the spread of infection.

[56 FR 48876, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.70 Physical environment.

The facility must be designed, con-
structed, equipped, and maintained to
protect the health and safety of resi-
dents, personnel and the public.

(a) Life safety from fire. Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (a)(1) or (a)(3) of
this section, the facility must meet the
applicable provisions of the 1985 edition
of the Life Safety Code of the National
Fire Protection Association (which is
incorporated by reference). Incorpora-
tion of the 1985 edition of the National
Fire Protection Association’s Life
Safety Code (published February 7,
1985; ANSI/NFPA) was approved by the
Director of the Federal Register in ac-
cordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR
part 51 that govern the use of
incorporations by reference.!

(1) A facility is considered to be in
compliance with this requirement as
long as the facility—

(i) On November 26, 1982, complied
with or without waivers, with the re-
quirements of the 1967 or 1973 editions
of the Life Safety Code and continues
to remain in compliance with those
editions of the Code; or

(if) On May 9, 1988, complied, with or
without waivers, with the 1981 edition
of the Life Safety Code and continues
to remain in compliance with that edi-
tion of the Code.

(2) After consideration of State sur-
vey agency findings, HCFA may waive
specific provisions of the Life Safety
Code which, if rigidly applied would re-
sult in unreasonable hardship upon the
facility, but only if the waiver does not
adversely affect the health and safety
of residents or personnel.

(3) The provisions of the Life Safety
Code do not apply in a State where

1The Code is available for inspection at the
Office of the Federal Register Information
Center, room 8301, 1110 L Street NW., Wash-
ington, DC Copies may be obtained from the
National Fire Protection Association,
Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02200. If any
changes in this code are also to be incor-
porated by reference, a notice to that effect
will be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
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HCFA finds, in accordance with appli-
cable provisions of sections
1819(d)(2)(B)(ii) and 1919(d)(2)(B)(ii) of
the Act, that a fire and safety code im-
posed by State law adequately protects
patients, residents and personnel in
long term care facilities.

(b) Emergency power. (1) An emer-
gency electrical power system must
supply power adequate at least for
lighting all entrances and exits; equip-
ment to maintain the fire detection,
alarm, and extinguishing systems; and
life support systems in the event the
normal electrical supply is interrupted.

(2) When life support systems are
used, the facility must provide emer-
gency electrical power with an emer-
gency generator (as defined in NFPA
99, Health Care Facilities) that is lo-
cated on the premises.

(c) Space and equipment. The facility
must—

(1) Provide sufficient space and
equipment in dining, health services,
recreation, and program areas to en-
able staff to provide residents with
needed services as required by these
standards and as identified in each
resident’s plan of care; and

(2) Maintain all essential mechanical,
electrical, and patient care equipment
in safe operating condition.

(d) Resident rooms. Resident rooms
must be designed and equipped for ade-
quate nursing care, comfort, and pri-
vacy of residents.

(1) Bedrooms must—

(i) Accommodate no more than four
residents;

(ii) Measure at least 80 square feet
per resident in multiple resident bed-
rooms, and at least 100 square feet in
single resident rooms;

(iii) Have direct access to an exit cor-
ridor;

(iv) Be designed or equipped to assure
full visual privacy for each resident;

(v) In facilities initially certified
after March 31, 1992, except in private
rooms, each bed must have ceiling sus-
pended curtains, which extend around
the bed to provide total visual privacy
in combination with adjacent walls and
curtains;

(vi) Have at least one window to the
outside; and

(vii) Have a floor at or above grade
level.

§483.70

(2) The facility must provide each
resident with—

(i) A separate bed of proper size and
height for the convenience of the resi-
dent;

(ii) A clean, comfortable mattress;

(iii) Bedding appropriate to the
weather and climate; and

(iv) Functional furniture appropriate
to the resident’s needs, and individual
closet space in the resident’s bedroom
with clothes racks and shelves acces-
sible to the resident.

(3) HCFA, or in the case of a nursing
facility the survey agency, may permit
variations in requirements specified in
paragraphs (d)(1) (i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion relating to rooms in individual
cases when the facility demonstrates in
writing that the variations—

(i) Are in accordance with the special
needs of the residents; and

(if) Will not adversely affect resi-
dents’ health and safety.

(e) Toilet facilities. Each resident
room must be equipped with or located
near toilet and bathing facilities.

(f) Resident call system. The nurse’s
station must be equipped to receive
resident calls through a communica-
tion system from—

(1) Resident rooms; and

(2) Toilet and bathing facilities.

(9) Dining and resident activities. The
facility must provide one or more
rooms designated for resident dining
and activities. These rooms must—

(1) Be well lighted;

(2) Be well ventilated, with non-
smoking areas identified;

(3) Be adequately furnished; and

(4) Have sufficient space to accommo-
date all activities.

(h) Other environmental conditions.
The facility must provide a safe, func-
tional, sanitary, and comfortable envi-
ronment for the residents, staff and the
public. The facility must—

(1) Establish procedures to ensure
that water is available to essential
areas when there is a loss of normal
water supply;

(2) Have adequate outside ventilation
by means of windows, or mechanical
ventilation, or a combination of the
two;

(3) Equip corridors with firmly se-
cured handrails on each side; and
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(4) Maintain an effective pest control
program so that the facility is free of
pests and rodents.

[56 FR 48876, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]

8§483.75 Administration.

A facility must be administered in a
manner that enables it to use its re-
sources effectively and efficiently to
attain or maintain the highest prac-
ticable physical, mental, and
psychosocial well-being of each resi-
dent.

(a) Licensure. A facility must be li-
censed under applicable State and local
law.

(b) Compliance with Federal, State, and
local laws and professional standards.
The facility must operate and provide
services in compliance with all applica-
ble Federal, State, and local laws, reg-
ulations, and codes, and with accepted
professional standards and principles
that apply to professionals providing
services in such a facility.

(c) Relationship to other HHS regula-
tions. In addition to compliance with
the regulations set forth in this sub-
part, facilities are obliged to meet the
applicable provisions of other HHS reg-
ulations, including but not limited to
those pertaining to nondiscrimination
on the basis of race, color, or national
origin (45 CFR part 80); nondiscrimina-
tion on the basis of handicap (45 CFR
part 84); nondiscrimination on the
basis of age (45 CFR part 91); protection
of human subjects of research (45 CFR
part 46); and fraud and abuse (42 CFR
part 455). Although these regulations
are not in themselves considered re-
quirements under this part, their viola-
tion may result in the termination or
suspension of, or the refusal to grant or
continue payment with Federal funds.

(d) Governing body. (1) The facility
must have a governing body, or des-
ignated persons functioning as a gov-
erning body, that is legally responsible
for establishing and implementing poli-
cies regarding the management and op-
eration of the facility; and

(2) The governing body appoints the
administrator who is—

(i) Licensed by the State where li-
censing is required; and

(ii) Responsible for management of
the facility.

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-97 Edition)

(e) Required training of nursing aides—
(1) Definitions.

Licensed health professional means a
physician; physician assistant; nurse
practitioner; physical, speech, or occu-
pational therapist; physical or occupa-
tional therapy assistant; registered
professional nurse; licensed practical
nurse; or licensed or certified social
worker.

Nurse aide means any individual pro-
viding nursing or nursing-related serv-
ices to residents in a facility who is not
a licensed health professional, a reg-
istered dietitian, or someone who vol-
unteers to provide such services with-
out pay.

(2) General rule. A facility must not
use any individual working in the facil-
ity as a nurse aide for more than 4
months, on a full-time basis, unless:

(i) That individual is competent to
provide nursing and nursing related
services; and

(ii)(A) That individual has completed
a training and competency evaluation
program, or a competency evaluation
program approved by the State as
meeting the requirements of §§483.151-
483.154 of this part; or

(B) That individual has been deemed
or determined competent as provided
in §483.150 (a) and (b).

(3) Non-permanent employees. A facil-
ity must not use on a temporary, per
diem, leased, or any basis other than a
permanent employee any individual
who does not meet the requirements in
paragraphs (e)(2) (i) and (ii) of this sec-
tion.

(4) Competency. A facility must not
use any individual who has worked less
than 4 months as a nurse aide in that
facility unless the individual—

(i) Is a full-time employee in a State-
approved training and competency
evaluation program;

(if) Has demonstrated competence
through satisfactory participation in a
State-approved nurse aide training and
competency evaluation program or
competency evaluation program; or

(iii) Has been deemed or determined
competent as provided in §483.150 (a)
and (b).

(5) Registry verification. Before allow-
ing an individual to serve as a nurse
aide, a facility must receive registry
verification that the individual has
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met competency evaluation require-
ments unless—

(i) The individual is a full-time em-
ployee in a training and competency
evaluation program approved by the
State; or

(if) The individual can prove that he
or she has recently successfully com-
pleted a training and competency eval-
uation program or competency evalua-
tion program approved by the State
and has not yet been included in the
registry. Facilities must follow up to
ensure that such an individual actually
becomes registered.

(6) Multi-State registry verification. Be-
fore allowing an individual to serve as
a nurse aide, a facility must seek infor-
mation from every State registry es-
tablished under sections 1819(e)(2)(A) or
1919(e)(2)(A) of the Act the facility be-
lieves will include information on the
individual.

(7) Required retraining. If, since an in-
dividual’s most recent completion of a
training and competency evaluation
program, there has been a continuous
period of 24 consecutive months during
none of which the individual provided
nursing or nursing-related services for
monetary compensation, the individual
must complete a new training and com-
petency evaluation program or a new
competency evaluation program.

(8) Regular in-service education. The
facility must complete a performance
review of every nurse aide at least once
every 12 months, and must provide reg-
ular in-service education based on the
outcome of these reviews. The in-serv-
ice training must—

(i) Be sufficient to ensure the con-
tinuing competence of nurse aides, but
must be no less than 12 hours per year;

(ii) Address areas of weakness as de-
termined in nurse aides’ performance
reviews and may address the special
needs of residents as determined by the
facility staff; and

(iii) For nurse aides providing serv-
ices to individuals with cognitive im-
pairments, also address the care of the
cognitively impaired.

(f) Proficiency of Nurse aides. The fa-
cility must ensure that nurse aides are
able to demonstrate competency in
skills and techniques necessary to care
for residents’ needs, as identified
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through resident assessments, and de-
scribed in the plan of care.

(g) Staff qualifications. (1) The facility
must employ on a full-time, part-time
or consultant basis those professionals
necessary to carry out the provisions
of these requirements.

(2) Professional staff must be Ii-
censed, certified, or registered in ac-
cordance with applicable State laws.

(h) Use of outside resources. (1) If the
facility does not employ a qualified
professional person to furnish a specific
service to be provided by the facility,
the facility must have that service fur-
nished to residents by a person or agen-
cy outside the facility under an ar-
rangement described in section 1861(w)
of the Act or an agreement described in
paragraph (h)(2) of this section.

(2) Arrangements as described in sec-
tion 1861(w) of the Act or agreements
pertaining to services furnished by out-
side resources must specify in writing
that the facility assumes responsibility
for—

(i) Obtaining services that meet pro-
fessional standards and principles that
apply to professionals providing serv-
ices in such a facility; and

(ii) The timeliness of the services.

(i) Medical director. (1) The facility
must designate a physician to serve as
medical director.

(2) The medical director is respon-
sible for—

(i) Implementation of resident care
policies; and

(ii) The coordination of medical care
in the facility.

(J) Level B requirement: Laboratory
services. (1) The facility must provide
or obtain laboratory services to meet
the needs of its residents. The facility
is responsible for the quality and time-
liness of the services.

(i) If the facility provides its own lab-
oratory services, the services must
meet the applicable requirements for
laboratories specified in part 493 of this
chapter.

(ii) If the facility provides blood bank
and transfusion services, it must meet
the applicable requirements for labora-
tories specified in part 493 of this chap-
ter.

(iii) If the laboratory chooses to refer
specimens for testing to another lab-
oratory, the referral laboratory must
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be certified in the appropriate special-
ties and subspecialties of services in
accordance with the requirements of
part 493 of this chapter.

(iv) If the facility does not provide
laboratory services on site, it must
have an agreement to obtain these
services from a laboratory that meets
the applicable requirements of part 493
of this chapter.

(2) The facility must—

(i) Provide or obtain laboratory serv-
ices only when ordered by the attend-
ing physician;

(i) Promptly notify the attending
physican of the findings;

(iii) Assist the resident in making
transportation arrangements to and
from the source of service, if the resi-
dent needs asistance; and

(iv) File in the resident’s clinical
record laboratory reports that are
dated and contain the name and ad-
dress of the testing laboratory.

(k) Radiology and other diagnostic
services. (1) The facility must provide or
obtain radiology and other diagnostic
services to meet the needs of its resi-
dents. The facility is responsible for
the quality and timeliness of the serv-
ices.

(i) If the facility provides its own di-
agnostic services, the services must
meet the applicable conditions of par-
ticipation for hospitals contained in
§482.26 of this subchapter.

(ii) If the facility does not provide its
own diagnostic services, it must have
an agreement to obtain these services
from a provider or supplier that is ap-
proved to provide these services under
Medicare.

(2) The facility must—

(i) Provide or obtain radiology and
other diagnostic services only when or-
dered by the attending physician;

(i) Promptly notify the attending
physician of the findings;

(iii) Assist the resident in making
transportation arrangements to and
from the source of service, if the resi-
dent needs assistance; and

(iv) File in the resident’s clinical
record signed and dated reports of x-
ray and other diagnostic services.

() Clinical records. (1) The facility
must maintain clinical records on each
resident in accordance with accepted
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professional
that are—

(i) Complete;

(ii) Accurately documented,;

(iii) Readily accessible; and

(iv) Systematically organized.

(2) Clinical records must be retained
for—

(i) The period of time required by
State law; or

(ii) Five years from the date of dis-
charge when there is no requirement in
State law; or

(iii) For a minor, three years after a
resident reaches legal age under State
law.

(3) The facility must safeguard clini-
cal record information against loss, de-
struction, or unauthorized use;

(4) The facility must keep confiden-
tial all information contained in the
resident’s records, regardless of the
form or storage method of the records,
except when release is required by—

(i) Transfer to another health care
institution;

(ii) Law;

(iii) Third party payment contract;
or

(iv) The resident.

(5) The clinical record must contain—

(i) Sufficient information to identify
the resident;

(ii) A record of the resident’s assess-
ments;

(iii) The plan of care and services
provided;

(iv) The results of any preadmission
screening conducted by the State; and

(v) Progress notes.

(m) Disaster and emergency prepared-
ness. (1) The facility must have detailed
written plans and procedures to meet
all potential emergencies and disas-
ters, such as fire, severe weather, and
missing residents.

(2) The facility must train all em-
ployees in emergency procedures when
they begin to work in the facility, peri-
odically review the procedures with ex-
isting staff, and carry out unannounced
staff drills using those procedures.

(n) Transfer agreement. (1) In accord-
ance with section 1861(l) of the Act, the
facility (other than a nursing facility
which is located in a State on an In-
dian reservation) must have in effect a
written transfer agreement with one or

standards and practices
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more hospitals approved for participa-
tion under the Medicare and Medicaid
programs that reasonably assures
that—

(i) Residents will be transferred from
the facility to the hospital, and en-
sured of timely admission to the hos-
pital when transfer is medically appro-
priate as determined by the attending
physician; and

(ii) Medical and other information
needed for care and treatment of resi-
dents, and, when the transferring facil-
ity deems it appropriate, for determin-
ing whether such residents can be ade-
quately cared for in a less expensive
setting than either the facility or the
hospital, will be exchanged between the
institutions.

(2) The facility is considered to have
a transfer agreement in effect if the fa-
cility has attempted in good faith to
enter into an agreement with a hos-
pital sufficiently close to the facility
to make transfer feasible.

(0) Quality assessment and assurance.
(1) A facility must maintain a quality
assessment and assurance committee
consisting of—

(i) The director of nursing services;

(ii) A physician designated by the fa-
cility; and

(iii) At least 3 other members of the
facility’s staff.

(2) The quality assessment and assur-
ance committee—

(i) Meets at least quarterly to iden-
tify issues with respect to which qual-
ity assessment and assurance activities
are necessary; and

(ii) Develops and implements appro-
priate plans of action to correct identi-
fied quality deficiencies.

(3) A State or the Secretary may not
require disclosure of the records of
such committee except in so far as
such disclosure is related to the com-
pliance of such committee with the re-
quirements of this section.

(4) Good faith attempts by the com-
mittee to identify and correct quality
deficiencies will not be used as a basis
for sanctions.

(p) Disclosure of ownership. (1) The fa-
cility must comply with the disclosure
requirements of §§420.206 and 455.104 of
this chapter.

(2) The facility must provide written
notice to the State agency responsible

§483.102

for licensing the facility at the time of
change, if a change occurs in—

(i) Persons with an ownership or con-
trol interest, as defined in §§420.201 and
455.101 of this chapter;

(ii) The officers, directors, agents, or
managing employees;

(iii) The corporation, association, or
other company responsible for the
management of the facility; or

(iv) The facility’s administrator or
director of nursing.

(3) The notice specified in paragraph
(p)(2) of this section must include the
identity of each new individual or com-
pany.

[56 FR 48877, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 56
FR 48918, Sept. 26, 1991; 57 FR 7136, Feb. 28,

1992; 57 FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992; 59 FR 56237,
Nov. 10, 1994]

Subpart C—Preadmission Screen-
ing and Annual Review of
Mentally Ill and Mentally Re-
tarded Individuals

SOURCE: 57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

§483.100 Basis.

The requirements of  §§483.100
through 483.138 governing the State’s
responsibility for preadmission screen-
ing and annual resident review
(PASARR) of individuals with mental
illness and mental retardation are
based on section 1919(e)(7) of the Act.

§483.102 Applicability and definitions.

(@) This subpart applies to the
screening or reviewing of all individ-
uals with mental illness or mental re-
tardation who apply to or reside in
Medicaid certified NFs regardless of
the source of payment for the NF serv-
ices, and regardless of the individual’s
or resident’s known diagnoses.

(b) Definitions. As used in this sub-
part—

(1) An individual is considered to
have a serious mental illness (Ml) if
the individual meets the following re-
quirements on diagnosis, level of im-
pairment and duration of illness:

(i) Diagnosis. The individual has a
major mental disorder diagnosable
under the Diagnostic and Statistical
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Manual of Mental
tion, revised in 1987.

Incorporation of the 1987 edition of
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders, 3rd edition, was
approved by the Director of the Federal
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 that govern
the use of incorporation by reference.!

This mental disorder is—

(A) A schizophrenic, mood, paranoid,
panic or other severe anxiety disorder;
somatoform disorder; personality dis-
order; other psychotic disorder; or an-
other mental disorder that may lead to
a chronic disability; but

(B) Not a primary diagnosis of de-
mentia, including Alzheimer’s disease
or a related disorder, or a non-primary
diagnosis of dementia unless the pri-
mary diagnosis is a major mental dis-
order as defined in paragraph
(b)(1)(i)(A) of this section.

(i) Level of impairment. The disorder
results in functional limitations in
major life activities within the past 3
to 6 months that would be appropriate
for the individual’s developmental
stage. An individual typically has at
least one of the following characteris-
tics on a continuing or intermittent
basis:

(A) Interpersonal functioning. The in-
dividual has serious difficulty interact-
ing appropriately and communicating
effectively with other persons, has a
possible history of altercations, evic-
tions, firing, fear of strangers, avoid-
ance of interpersonal relationships and
social isolation;

(B) Concentration, persistence, and
pace. The individual has serious dif-
ficulty in sustaining focused attention
for a long enough period to permit the
completion of tasks commonly found
in work settings or in work-like struc-
tured activities occurring in school or
home settings, manifests difficulties in

Disorders, 3rd edi-

1The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders is available for inspection
at the Health Care Financing Administra-
tion, room 132, East High Rise Building, 6325
Security Boulevard, Baltimore, Maryland, or
at the Office of the Federal Register, suite
700, 800 North Capitol St. NW., Washington,
DC. Copies may be obtained from the Amer-
ican Psychiatric Association, Division of
Publications and Marketing, 1400 K Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20005.
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concentration, inability to complete
simple tasks within an established
time period, makes frequent errors, or
requires assistance in the completion
of these tasks; and

(C) Adaptation to change. The individ-
ual has serious difficulty in adapting to
typical changes in circumstances asso-
ciated with work, school, family, or so-
cial interaction, manifests agitation,
exacerbated signs and symptoms asso-
ciated with the illness, or withdrawal
from the situation, or requires inter-
vention by the mental health or judi-
cial system.

(iii) Recent treatment. The treatment
history indicates that the individual
has experienced at least one of the fol-
lowing:

(A) Psychiatric treatment more in-
tensive than outpatient care more than
once in the past 2 years (e.g., partial
hospitalization or inpatient hos-
pitalization); or

(B) Within the last 2 years, due to the
mental disorder, experienced an epi-
sode of significant disruption to the
normal living situation, for which sup-
portive services were required to main-
tain functioning at home, or in a resi-
dential treatment environment, or
which resulted in intervention by hous-
ing or law enforcement officials.

(2) An individual is considered to
have dementia if he or she has a pri-
mary diagnosis of dementia, as de-
scribed in the Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual of Mental Disorders, 3rd
edition, revised in 1987, or a non-pri-
mary diagnosis of dementia unless the
primary diagnosis is a major mental
disorder as defined in paragraph
(b)(1)(i)(A) of this section.

(3) An individual is considered to
have mental retardation (MR) if he or
she has—

(i) A level of retardation (mild, mod-
erate, severe or profound) described in
the American Association on Mental
Retardation’s Manual on Classification
in Mental Retardation (1983). Incorpo-
ration by reference of the 1983 edition
of the American Association on Mental
Retardation’s Manual on Classification
in Mental Retardation was approved by
the Director of the Federal Register in
accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1
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CFR part 51 that govern the use of
incorporations by reference;2 or

(i) A related condition as defined by
§435.1009 of this chapter.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

§483.104 State plan requirement.

As a condition of approval of the
State plan, the State must operate a
preadmission screening and annual
resident review program that meets
the requirements of §§483.100 through
438.138.

§483.106 Basic rule.

(a) Requirement. The State PASARR
program must require—(1)
Preadmission screening of all individ-
uals with mental illness or mental re-
tardation who apply as new admissions
to Medicaid NFs on or after January 1,
1989;

(2) Initial review, by April 1, 1990, of
all current residents with mental re-
tardation or mental illness who en-
tered Medicaid NFs prior to January 1,
1989; and

(3) At least annual review, as of April
1, 1990, of all residents with mental ill-
ness or mental retardation, regardless
of whether they were first screened
under the preadmission screening or
annual resident review requirements.

(b) Admissions, readmissions and inter-
facility transfers—(1) New admission. An
individual is a new admission if he or
she is admitted to any NF for the first
time or does not qualify as a readmis-
sion. With the exception of certain hos-
pital discharges described in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section, new admissions
are subject to preadmission screening.

(2) Exempted hospital discharge. (i) An
exempted hospital discharge means an
individual—

2The American Association on Mental Re-
tardation’s Manual on Classification in Men-
tal Retardation is available for inspection at
the Health Care Financing Administration,
Room 132, East High Rise Building, 6325 Se-
curity Boulevard, Baltimore, Maryland, or at
the Office of the Federal Register Informa-
tion Center, Suite 700, 800 North Capitol St.
NW., Washington, DC. Copies may be ob-
tained from the American Association on
Mental Retardation, 1719 Kalorama Rd., NW.,
Washington, DC 20009.

§483.106

(A) Who is admitted to any NF di-
rectly from a hospital after receiving
acute inpatient care at the hospital;

(B) Who requires NF services for the
condition for which he or she received
care in the hospital; and

(C) Whose attending physician has
certified before admission to the facil-
ity that the individual is likely to re-
quire less than 30 days nursing facility
services.

(ii) If an individual who enters a NF
as an exempted hospital discharge is
later found to require more than 30
days of NF care, the State mental
health or mental retardation authority
must conduct an annual resident re-
view within 40 calendar days of admis-
sion.

(3) Readmissions. An individual is a
readmission if he or she was readmit-
ted to a facility from a hospital to
which he or she was transferred for the
purpose of receiving care. Readmis-
sions are subject to annual resident re-
view rather than preadmission screen-
ing.

(4) Interfacility transfers—(i) An inter-
facility transfer occurs when an indi-
vidual is transferred from one NF to
another NF, with or without an inter-
vening hospital stay. Interfacility
transfers are subject to annual resident
review rather than preadmission
screening.

(i) In cases of transfer of a resident
with MI or MR from a NF to a hospital
or to another NF, the transferring NF
is responsible for ensuring that copies
of the resident’s most recent PASARR
and resident assessment reports accom-
pany the transferring resident.

(c) Purpose. The preadmission screen-
ing and annual resident review process
must result in determinations based on
a physical and mental evaluation of
each individual with mental illness or
mental retardation, that are described
in §8483.112 and 483.114.

(d) Responsibility for evaluations and
determinations. The PASARR deter-
minations of whether an individual re-
quires the level of services provided by
a NF and whether specialized services
are needed—

(1) For individuals with mental ill-
ness, must be made by the State men-
tal health authority and be based on an
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independent physical and mental eval-
uation performed by a person or entity
other than the State mental health au-
thority; and

(2) For individuals with mental retar-
dation, must be made by the State
mental retardation or developmental
disabilities authority.

(e) Delegation of responsibility—(1) The
State mental health and mental retar-
dation authorities may delegate by
subcontract or otherwise the evalua-
tion and determination functions for
which they are responsible to another
entity only if—

(i) The State mental health and men-
tal retardation authorities retain ulti-
mate control and responsibility for the
performance of their statutory obliga-
tions;

(ii) The two determinations as to the
need for NF services and for specialized
services are made, based on a consist-
ent analysis of the data; and

(iii) The entity to which the delega-
tion is made is not a NF or an entity
that has a direct or indirect affiliation
or relationship with a NF.

(2) The State mental retardation au-
thority has responsibility for both the
evaluation and determination func-
tions for individuals with MR whereas
the State mental health authority has
responsibility only for the determina-
tion function.

(3) The evaluation of individuals with
M1l cannot be delegated by the State
mental health authority because it
does not have responsibility for this
function. The evaluation function must
be performed by a person or entity
other than the State mental health au-
thority. In designating an independent
person or entity to perform Ml evalua-
tions, the State must not use a NF or
an entity that has a direct or indirect
affiliation or relationship with a NF.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

§483.108 Relationship of PASARR to
other Medicaid processes.

(a) PASARR determinations made by
the State mental health or mental re-
tardation authorities cannot be coun-
termanded by the State Medicaid agen-
cy, either in the claims process or
through other utilization control/re-
view processes or by the State survey
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and certification agency. Only appeals
determinations made through the sys-
tem specified in subpart E of this part
may overturn a PASARR determina-
tion made by the State mental health
or mental retardation authorities.

(b) In making their determinations,
however, the State mental health and
mental retardation authorities must
not use criteria relating to the need for
NF care or specialized services that are
inconsistent with this regulation and
any supplementary criteria adopted by
the State Medicaid agency under its
approved State plan.

() To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, in order to avoid duplicative
testing and effort, the PASARR must
be coordinated with the routine resi-
dent assessments required by §483.20(b).

§483.110 Out-of-State arrangements.

(a) Basic rule. The State in which the
individual is a State resident (or would
be a State resident at the time he or
she becomes eligible for Medicaid), as
defined in §435.403 of this chapter, must
pay for the PASARR and make the re-
quired determinations, in accordance
with §431.52(b).

(b) Agreements. A State may include
arrangements for PASARR in its pro-
vider agreements with out-of-State fa-
cilities or reciprocal interstate agree-
ments.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

§483.112 Preadmission screening of
applicants for admission to NFs.

(a) Determination of need for NF serv-
ices. For each NF applicant with Ml or
MR, the State mental health or mental
retardation authority (as appropriate)
must determine, in accordance with
§483.130, whether, because of the resi-
dent’s physical and mental condition,
the individual requires the level of
services provided by a NF.

(b) Determination of need for special-
ized services. If the individual with men-
tal illness or mental retardation is de-
termined to require a NF level of care,
the State mental health or mental re-
tardation authority (as appropriate)
must also determine, in accordance
with §483.130, whether the individual
requires specialized services for the
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mental illness or mental retardation,
as defined in §483.120.

(c) Timeliness—(1) Except as specified
in paragraph (c)(4) of this section, a
preadmission screening determination
must be made in writing within an an-
nual average of 7 to 9 working days of
referral of the individual with Ml or
MR by whatever agent performs the
Level | identification, under §483.128(a)
of this part, to the State mental health
or mental retardation authority for
screening. (See §483.128(a) for discus-
sion of Level | evaluation.)

(2) The State may convey determina-
tions verbally to nursing facilities and
the individual and confirm them in
writing.

(3) The State may compute separate
annual averages for the mentally ill
and the mentally retarded/developmen-
tally disabled populations.

(4) The Secretary may grant an ex-
ception to the timeliness standard in
paragraph (c)(1) of this section when
the State—

(i) Exceeds the annual average; and

(ii) Provides justification satisfac-
tory to the Secretary that a longer
time period was necessary.

8§483.114 Annual review of NF resi-

dents.

(a) Individuals with mental illness. For
each resident of a NF who has mental
illness, the State mental health au-
thority must determine in accordance
with §483.130 whether, because of the
resident’s physical and mental condi-
tion, the resident requires—

(1) The level of services provided by—

(i) A NF;

(ii) An inpatient psychiatric hospital
for individuals under age 21, as de-
scribed in section 1905(h) of the Act; or

(iii) An institution for mental dis-
eases providing medical assistance to
individuals age 65 or older; and

(2) Specialized services for mental ill-
ness, as defined in §483.120.

(b) Individuals with mental retardation.
For each resident of a NF who has
mental retardation, the State mental
retardation or developmental disabil-
ity authority must determine in ac-
cordance with §483.130 whether, be-
cause of his or her physical or mental
condition, the resident requires—

§483.118

(1) The level of services provided by a
NF or an intermediate care facility for
the mentally retarded; and

(2) Specialized services for mental re-
tardation as defined in §483.120.

(c) Frequency of review—(1) A review
and determination must be conducted
for each resident of a Medicaid NF who
has mental illness or mental retarda-
tion not less often than annually.

(2) ““Annually’ is defined as occur-
ring within every fourth quarter after
the previous preadmission screen or an-
nual resident review.

(d) April 1, 1990 deadline for initial re-
views. The first set of annual reviews
on residents who entered the NF prior
to January 1, 1989, must be completed
by April 1, 1990.

§483.116 Residents and applicants de-
termined to require NF level of
services.

(a) Individuals needing NF services. If
the State mental health or mental re-
tardation authority determines that a
resident or applicant for admission to a
NF requires a NF level of services, the
NF may admit or retain the individual.

(b) Individuals needing NF services and
specialized services. If the State mental
health or mental retardation authority
determines that a resident or applicant
for admission requires both a NF level
of services and specialized services for
the mental illness or mental retarda-
tion—

(1) The NF may admit or retain the
individual; and

(2) The State must provide or arrange
for the provision of the specialized
services needed by the individual while
he or she resides in the NF.

§483.118 Residents and applicants de-
termined not to require NF level of
services.

(a) Applicants who do not require NF
services. If the State mental health or
mental retardation authority deter-
mines that an applicant for admission
to a NF does not require NF services,
the applicant cannot be admitted. NF
services are not a covered Medicaid
service for that individual, and further
screening is not required.

(b) Residents who require neither NF
services nor specialized services for M1 or
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MR. If the State mental health or men-
tal retardation authority determines
that a resident requires neither the
level of services provided by a NF nor
specialized services for MI or MR, re-
gardless of the length of stay in the fa-
cility, the State must—

(1) Arrange for the safe and orderly
discharge of the resident from the fa-
cility in accordance with §483.12(a); and

(2) Prepare and orient the resident
for discharge.

(c) Residents who do not require NF
services but require specialized services for
Ml or MR—(1) Long term residents. Ex-
cept as otherwise may be provided in
an alternative disposition plan adopted
under section 1919(e)(7)(E) of the Act,
for any resident who has continuously
resided in a NF for at least 30 months
before the date of the determination,
and who requires only specialized serv-
ices as defined in §483.120, the State
must, in consultation with the resi-
dent’s family or legal representative
and caregivers—

(i) Offer the resident the choice of re-
maining in the facility or of receiving
services in an alternative appropriate
setting;

(i) Inform the resident of the institu-
tional and noninstitutional alter-
natives covered under the State Medic-
aid plan for the resident;

(iii) Clarify the effect on eligibility
for Medicaid services under the State
plan if the resident chooses to leave
the facility, including its effect on re-
admission to the facility; and

(iv) Regardless of the resident’s
choice, provide for, or arrange for the
provision of specialized services for the
mental illness or mental retardation.

(2) Short term residents. Except as oth-
erwise may be provided in an alter-
native disposition plan adopted under
section 1919(e)(7)(E) of the Act, for any
resident who requires only specialized
services, as defined in §483.120, and who
has not continuously resided in a NF
for at least 30 months before the date
of the determination, the State must,
in consultation with the resident’s
family or legal representative and
caregivers—

(i) Arrange for the safe and orderly
discharge of the resident from the fa-
cility in accordance with §483.12(a);
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(ii) Prepare and orient the resident
for discharge; and

(iii) Provide for, or arrange for the
provision of, specialized services for
the mental illness or mental retarda-
tion.

(3) For the purpose of establishing
length of stay in a NF, the 30 months of
continuous residence in a NF or
longer—

(i) Is calculated back from the date
of the first annual resident review de-
termination which finds that the indi-
vidual is not in need of NF level of
services;

(ii) May include temporary absences
for hospitalization or therapeutic
leave; and

(iii) May consist of consecutive resi-
dences in more than one NF.

§483.120 Specialized services.

(a) Definition—(1) For mental illness,
specialized services means the services
specified by the State which, combined
with services provided by the NF, re-
sults in the continuous and aggressive
implementation of an individualized
plan of care that—

(i) Is developed and supervised by an
interdisciplinary team, which includes
a physician, qualified mental health
professionals and, as appropriate, other
professionals.

(i) Prescribes specific therapies and
activities for the treatment of persons
experiencing an acute episode of seri-
ous mental illness, which necessitates
supervision by trained mental health
personnel; and

(iii) Is directed toward diagnosing
and reducing the resident’s behavioral
symptoms that necessitated institu-
tionalization, improving his or her
level of independent functioning, and
achieving a functioning level that per-
mits reduction in the intensity of men-
tal health services to below the level of
specialized services at the earliest pos-
sible time.

(2) For mental retardation, special-
ized services means the services speci-
fied by the State which, combined with
services provided by the NF or other
service providers, results in treatment
which meets the requirements of
§483.440(a)(1).

(b) Who must receive specialized serv-
ices. The State must provide or arrange
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for the provision of specialized serv-
ices, in accordance with this subpart,
to all NF residents with MI or MR
whose needs are such that continuous
supervision, treatment and training by
qualified mental health or mental re-
tardation personnel is necessary, as
identified by the screening provided in
§483.130 or §§483.134 and 483.136.

(c) Services of lesser intensity than spe-
cialized services. The NF must provide
mental health or mental retardation
services which are of a lesser intensity
than specialized services to all resi-
dents who need such services.

§483.122 FFP for NF services.

(a) Basic rule. Except as otherwise
may be provided in an alternative dis-
position plan adopted under section
1919(e)(7)(E) of the Act, FFP is avail-
able in State expenditures for NF serv-
ices provided to a Medicaid eligible in-
dividual subject to the requirements of
this part only if the individual has
been determined—

(1) To need NF care under §483.116(a)
or

(2) Not to need NF services but to
need specialized services, meets the re-
quirements of §483.118(c)(1), and elects
to stay in the NF.

(b) FFP for late reviews. When a
preadmission screening has not been
performed prior to admission or an an-
nual review is not performed timely, in
accordance with §483.114(c), but either
is performed at a later date, FFP is
available only for services furnished
after the screening or review has been
performed, subject to the provisions of
paragraph (a) of this section.

§483.124 FFP for specialized services.

FFP is not available for specialized
services furnished to NF residents as
NF services.

§483.126 Appropriate placement.

Placement of an individual with MI
or MR in a NF may be considered ap-
propriate only when the individual’s
needs are such that he or she meets the
minimum standards for admission and
the individual’s needs for treatment do
not exceed the level of services which
can be delivered in the NF to which the
individual is admitted either through
NF services alone or, where necessary,

§483.128

through NF services supplemented by
specialized services provided by or ar-
ranged for by the State.

§483.128 PASARR evaluation criteria.

(a) Level I: Identification of individuals
with Ml or MR. The State’s PASARR
program must identify all individuals
who are suspected of having Ml or MR
as defined in §483.102. This identifica-
tion function is termed Level I. Level
Il is the function of evaluating and de-
termining whether NF services and
specialized services are needed. The
State’s performance of the Level |
identification function must provide at
least, in the case of first time identi-
fications, for the issuance of written
notice to the individual or resident and
his or her legal representative that the
individual or resident is suspected of
having MI or MR and is being referred
to the State mental health or mental

retardation authority for Level Il
screening.
(b) Adaptation to culture, language,

ethnic origin. Evaluations performed
under PASARR and PASARR notices
must be adapted to the cultural back-
ground, language, ethnic origin and
means of communication used by the
individual being evaluated.

(c) Participation by individual and fam-
ily. PASARR evaluations must in-
volve—

(1) The individual being evaluated;

(2) The individual’s legal representa-
tive, if one has been designated under
State law; and

(3) The individual’s family if—

(i) Available; and

(if) The individual or the legal rep-
resentative agrees to family participa-
tion.

(d) Interdisciplinary coordination.
When parts of a PASARR evaluation
are performed by more than one eval-
uator, the State must ensure that
there is interdisciplinary coordination
among the evaluators.

(e) The State’s PASARR program
must use at least the evaluative cri-
teria of §483.130 (if one or both deter-
minations can easily be made categori-
cally as described in §483.130) or of
§§483.132 and 483.134 or §483.136 (or, in
the case of individuals with both MI
and MR, §§483.132, 483.134 and 483.136 if
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a more extensive individualized evalua-
tion is required).

(f) Data. In the case of individualized
evaluations, information that is nec-
essary for determining whether it is
appropriate for the individual with MI
or MR to be placed in an NF or in an-
other appropriate setting should be
gathered throughout all applicable por-
tions of the PASARR evaluation
(88483.132 and 483.134 and/or §483.136).
The two determinations relating to the
need for NF level of care and special-
ized services are interrelated and must
be based upon a comprehensive analy-
sis of all data concerning the individ-
ual.

(g) Preexisting data. Evaluators may
use relevant evaluative data, obtained
prior to initiation of preadmission
screening or annual resident review, if
the data are considered valid and accu-
rate and reflect the current functional
status of the individual. However, in
the case of individualized evaluations,
to supplement and verify the currency
and accuracy of existing data, the
State’s PASARR program may need to
gather additional information nec-
essary to assess proper placement and
treatment.

(h) Findings. For both categorical and
individualized determinations, findings
of the evaluation must correspond to
the person’s current functional status
as documented in medical and social
history records.

(i) Evaluation report: Individualized de-
terminations. For individualized
PASARR determinations, findings
must be issued in the form of a written
evaluative report which—

(1) Identifies the name and profes-
sional title of person(s) who performed
the evaluation(s) and the date on which
each portion of the evaluation was ad-
ministered;

(2) Provides a summary of the medi-
cal and social history, including the
positive traits or developmental
strengths and weaknesses or devel-
opmental needs of the evaluated indi-
vidual;

(3) If NF services are recommended,
identifies the specific services which
are required to meet the evaluated in-
dividual’s needs, including services re-
quired in paragraph (i)(5) of this sec-
tion;
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(4) If specialized services are not rec-
ommended, identifies any specific men-
tal retardation or mental health serv-
ices which are of a lesser intensity
than specialized services that are re-
quired to meet the evaluated individ-
ual’s needs;

(5) If specialized services are rec-
ommended, identifies the specific men-
tal retardation or mental health serv-
ices required to meet the evaluated in-
dividual’s needs; and

(6) Includes the bases for the report’s
conclusions.

(J) Evaluation report: Categorical deter-
minations. For categorical PASARR de-
terminations, findings must be issued
in the form of an abbreviated written
evaluative report which—

(1) Identifies the name and profes-
sional title of the person applying the
categorical determination and the data
on which the application was made;

(2) Explains the categorical deter-
mination(s) that has (have) been made
and, if only one of the two required de-
terminations can be made categori-
cally, describes the nature of any fur-
ther screening which is required;

(3) ldentifies, to the extent possible,
based on the available data, NF serv-
ices, including any mental health or
specialized psychiatric rehabilitative
services, that may be needed; and

(4) Includes the bases for the report’s
conclusions.

(k) Interpretation of findings to individ-
ual. For both categorical and individ-
ualized determinations, findings of the
evaluation must be interpreted and ex-
plained to the individual and, where
applicable, to a legal representative
designated under State law.

() Evaluation report. The evaluator
must send a copy of the evaluation re-
port to the—

(1) Individual or resident and his or
her legal representative;

(2) Appropriate State authority in
sufficient time for the State authori-
ties to meet the times identified in
§483.112(c) for PASs and §483.114(c) for
ARRs;

(3) Admitting or retaining NF;

(4) Individual’s attending physician;
and

(5) The discharging hospital if the in-
dividual is seeking NF admission from
a hospital.
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(m) The evaluation may be termi-
nated if the evaluator finds at any time
during the evaluation that the individ-
ual being evaluated—

(1) Does not have Ml or MR; or

(2) Has—

(i) A primary diagnosis of dementia
(including Alzheimer’s Disease or a re-
lated disorder); or

(if) A non-primary diagnosis of de-
mentia without a primary diagnosis
that is a serious mental illness, and
does not have a diagnosis of MR or a
related condition.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

8§483.130 PASARR determination cri-
teria.

(a) Basis for determinations. Deter-
minations made by the State mental
health or mental retardation authority
as to whether NF level of services and
specialized services are needed must be
based on an evaluation of data concern-
ing the individual, as specified in para-
graph (b) of this section.

(b) Types of determinations.
minations may be—

(1) Advance group determinations, in
accordance with this section, by cat-
egory that take into account that cer-
tain diagnoses, levels of severity of ill-
ness, or need for a particular service
clearly indicate that admission to or
residence in a NF is normally needed,
or that the provision of specialized
services is not normally needed; or

(2) Individualized determinations
based on more extensive individualized
evaluations as required in §483.132,
§483.134, or 8§483.136 (or, in the case of
an individual having both MR and MI,
§§483.134 and 483.136).

(c) Group determinations by category.
Advance group determinations by cat-
egory developed by the State mental
health or mental retardation authori-
ties may be made applicable to individ-
uals by the NF or other evaluator fol-
lowing Level | review only if existing
data on the individual appear to be cur-
rent and accurate and are sufficient to
allow the evaluator readily to deter-
mine that the individual fits into the
category established by the State au-
thorities (see §483.132(c)). Sources of
existing data on the individual that
could form the basis for applying a cat-

Deter-
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egorical determination by the State
authorities would be hospital records,
physician’s evaluations, election of
hospice status, records of community
mental health centers or community
mental retardation or developmental
disability providers.

(d) Examples of categories. Examples of
categories for which the State mental
health or mental retardation authority
may make an advance group deter-
mination that NF services are needed
are—

(1) Convalescent care from an acute
physical illness which—

(i) Required hospitalization; and

(ii) Does not meet all the criteria for
an exempt hospital discharge, which is
not subject to preadmission screening,
as specified in §483.106(b)(2).

(2) Terminal illness, as defined for
hospice purposes in §418.3 of this chap-
ter;

(3) Severe physical illnesses such as
coma, ventilator dependence, function-
ing at a brain stem level, or diagnoses
such as chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, Parkinson’s disease, Hunting-
ton’s disease, amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis, and congestive heart failure
which result in a level of impairment
so severe that the individual could not
be expected to benefit from specialized
services;

(4) Provisional admissions pending
further assessment in cases of delirium
where an accurate diagnosis cannot be
made until the delirium clears;

(5) Provisional admissions pending
further assessment in emergency situa-
tions requiring protective services,
with placement in a nursing facility
not to exceed 7 days; and

(6) Very brief and finite stays of up to
a fixed number of days to provide res-
pite to in-home caregivers to whom the
individual with Ml or MR is expected
to return following the brief NF stay.

(e) Time limits. The State may specify
time limits for categorical determina-
tions that NF services are needed and
in the case of paragraphs (d)(4), (5) and
(6) of this section, must specify a time
limit which is appropriate for provi-
sional admissions pending further as-
sessment and for emergency situations
and respite care. If an individual is
later determined to need a longer stay
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than the State’s limit allows, the indi-
vidual must be subjected to an annual
resident review before continuation of
the stay may be permitted and pay-
ment made for days of NF care beyond
the State’s time limit.

(f) The State mental health and men-
tal retardation authorities may make
categorical determinations that spe-
cialized services are not needed in the
provisional, emergency and respite ad-
mission  situations identified in
§483.130(d)(4)-(6). In all other cases, ex-
cept for §483.130(h), a determination
that specialized services are not needed
must be based on a more extensive in-
dividualized evaluation under §483.134
or §483.136.

(g) Categorical determinations: No posi-
tive specialized treatment determinations.
The State mental health and mental
retardation authorities must not make
categorical determinations that spe-
cialized services are needed. Such a de-
termination must be based on a more
extensive individualized evaluation
under §483.134 or §483.136 to determine
the exact nature of the specialized
services that are needed.

(h) Categorical determinations: Demen-
tia and MR. The State mental retarda-
tion authority may make categorical
determinations that individuals with
dementia, which exists in combination
with mental retardation or a related
condition, do not need specialized serv-
ices.

(i) If a State mental health or mental
retardation authority determines NF
needs by category, it may not waive
the specialized services determination.
The appropriate State authority must
also determine whether specialized
services are needed either by category
(if permitted) or by individualized eval-
uations, as specified in §483.134 or
§483.136.

(J) Recording determinations. All deter-
minations made by the State mental
health and mental retardation author-
ity, regardless of how they are arrived
at, must be recorded in the individual’s
record.

(k) Notice of determination. The State
mental health or mental retardation
authority must notify in writing the
following entities of a determination
made under this subpart:
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(1) The evaluated individual and his
or her legal representative;

(2) The admitting or retaining NF;

(3) The individual or resident’s at-
tending physician; and

(4) The discharging hospital, unless
the individual is exempt from
preadmission screening as provided for
at §483.106(b)(2).

(I) Contents of notice. Each notice of
the determination made by the State
mental health or mental retardation
authority must include—

(1) Whether a NF level of services is
needed;

(2) Whether specialized services are
needed;

(3) The placement options that are
available to the individual consistent
with these determinations; and

(4) The rights of the individual to ap-
peal the determination under subpart E
of this part.

(m) Placement options. Except as oth-
erwise may be provided in an alter-
native disposition plan adopted under
section 1919(e)(7)(E) of the Act, the
placement options and the required
State actions are as follows:

(1) Can be admitted to a NF. Any appli-
cant for admission to a NF who has Ml
or MR and who requires the level of
services provided by a NF, regardless of
whether specialized services are also
needed, may be admitted to a NF, if
the placement is appropriate, as deter-
mined in §483.126. If specialized serv-
ices are also needed, the State is re-
sponsible for providing or arranging for
the provision of the specialized serv-
ices.

(2) Cannot be admitted to a NF. Any
applicant for admission to a NF who
has MI or MR and who does not require
the level of services provided by a NF,
regardless of whether specialized serv-
ices are also needed, is inappropriate
for NF placement and must not be ad-
mitted.

(3) Can be considered appropriate for
continued placement in a NF. Any NF
resident with MI or MR who requires
the level of services provided by a NF,
regardless of the length of his or her
stay or the need for specialized serv-
ices, can continue to reside in the NF,
if the placement is appropriate, as de-
termined in §483.126.
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(4) May choose to remain in the NF
even though the placement would other-
wise be inappropriate. Any NF resident
with Ml or MR who does not require
the level of services provided by a NF
but does require specialized services
and who has continuously resided in a
NF for at least 30 consecutive months
before the date of determination may
choose to continue to reside in the fa-
cility or to receive covered services in
an alternative appropriate institu-
tional or noninstitutional setting.
Wherever the resident chooses to re-
side, the State must meet his or her
specialized services needs. The deter-
mination notice must provide informa-
tion concerning how, when, and by
whom the various placement options
available to the resident will be fully
explained to the resident.

(5) Cannot be considered appropriate for
continued placement in a NF and must be
discharged (short-term residents). Any NF
resident with Ml or MR who does not
require the level of services provided
by a NF but does require specialized
services and who has resided in a NF
for less than 30 consecutive months
must be discharged in accordance with
§483.12(a) to an appropriate setting
where the State must provide special-
ized services. The determination notice
must provide information on how,
when, and by whom the resident will be
advised of discharge arrangements and
of his/her appeal rights under both
PASARR and discharge provisions.

(6) Cannot be considered appropriate for
continued placement in a NF and must be
discharged (short or long-term residents).
Any NF resident with MI or MR who
does not require the level of services
provided by a NF and does not require
specialized services regardless of his or
her length of stay, must be discharged
in accordance with §483.12(a). The de-
termination notice must provide infor-
mation on how, when, and by whom the
resident will be advised of discharge ar-
rangements and of his or her appeal
rights under both PASARR and dis-
charge provisions.

(n) Specialized services needed in a NF.
If a determination is made to admit or
allow to remain in a NF any individual
who requires specialized services, the
determination must be supported by
assurances that the specialized services

§483.132

that are needed can and will be pro-
vided or arranged for by the State
while the individual resides in the NF.

(o) Record retention. The State
PASARR system must maintain
records of evaluations and determina-
tions, regardless of whether they are
performed categorically or individ-
ually, in order to support its deter-
minations and actions and to protect
the appeal rights of individuals sub-
jected to PASARR; and

(p) Tracking system. The State
PASARR system must establish and
maintain a tracking system for all in-
dividuals with MI or MR in NFs to en-
sure that appeals and future reviews
are performed in accordance with this
subpart and subpart E.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

§483.132 Evaluating the need for NF
services and NF level of care
(PASARR/NF).

(a) Basic rule. For each applicant for
admission to a NF and each NF resi-
dent who has MI or MR, the evaluator
must assess whether—

(1) The individual’s total needs are
such that his or her needs can be met
in an appropriate community setting;

(2) The individual’s total needs are
such that they can be met only on an
inpatient basis, which may include the
option of placement in a home and
community-based services waiver pro-
gram, but for which the inpatient care
would be required;

(3) If inpatient care is appropriate
and desired, the NF is an appropriate
institutional setting for meeting those
needs in accordance with §483.126; or

(4) If the inpatient care is appro-
priate and desired but the NF is not the
appropriate setting for meeting the in-
dividual’s needs in accordance with
§483.126, another setting such as an
ICF/MR (including small, community-
based facilities), an IMD providing
services to individuals aged 65 or older,
or a psychiatric hospital is an appro-
priate institutional setting for meeting
those needs.

(b) Determining appropriate placement.
In determining appropriate placement,
the evaluator must prioritize the phys-
ical and mental needs of the individual
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being evaluated, taking into account
the severity of each condition.

(c) Data. At a minimum, the data re-
lied on to make a determination must
include:

(1) Evaluation of physical status (for
example, diagnoses, date of onset, med-
ical history, and prognosis);

(2) Evaluation of mental status (for
example, diagnoses, date of onset, med-
ical history, likelihood that the indi-
vidual may be a danger to himself/her-
self or others); and

(3) Functional assessment (activities
of daily living).

(d) Based on the data compiled in
§483.132 and, as appropriate, in 8§483.134
and 483.136, the State mental health or
mental retardation authority must de-
termine whether an NF level of serv-
ices is needed.

§483.134 Evaluating whether an indi-
vidual with mental illness requires
specialized services (PASARR/MI).

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to identify the minimum data
needs and process requirements for the
State mental health authority, which
is responsible for determining whether
or not the applicant or resident with
MI, as defined in §483.102(b)(1) of this
part, needs a specialized services pro-
gram for mental illness as defined in
§483.120.

(b) Data. Minimum data collected
must include—(1) A comprehensive his-
tory and physical examination of the
person. The following areas must be in-
cluded (if not previously addressed):

(i) Complete medical history;

(ii) Review of all body systems;

(iii) Specific evaluation of the per-
son’s neurological system in the areas
of motor functioning, sensory function-
ing, gait, deep tendon reflexes, cranial
nerves, and abnormal reflexes; and

(iv) In case of abnormal findings
which are the basis for an NF place-
ment, additional evaluations con-
ducted by appropriate specialists.

(2) A comprehensive drug history in-
cluding current or immediate past use
of medications that could mask symp-
toms or mimic mental illness.

(3) A psychosocial evaluation of the
person, including current living ar-
rangements and medical and support
systems.
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(4) A comprehensive psychiatric eval-
uation including a complete psy-
chiatric history, evaluation of intellec-
tual functioning, memory functioning,
and orientation, description of current
attitudes and overt behaviors, affect,
suicidal or homicidal ideation, para-
noia, and degree of reality testing
(presence and content of delusions) and
hallucinations.

(5) A functional assessment of the in-
dividual’s ability to engage in activi-
ties of daily living and the level of sup-
port that would be needed to assist the
individual to perform these activities
while living in the community. The as-
sessment must determine whether this
level of support can be provided to the
individual in an alternative commu-
nity setting or whether the level of
support needed is such that NF place-
ment is required.

(6) The functional assessment must
address the following areas: Self-mon-
itoring of health status, self-admin-
istering and scheduling of medical
treatment, including medication com-
pliance, or both, self-monitoring of nu-
tritional status, handling money,
dressing appropriately, and grooming.

(c) Personnel requirements. (1) If the
history and physical examination are
not performed by a physician, then a
physician must review and concur with
the conclusions.

(2) The State may designate the men-
tal health professionals who are quali-
fied—

(i) To perform the evaluations re-
quired under paragraph (b) (2)-(6) of
this section including the—

(A) Comprehensive drug history;

(B) Psychosocial evaluation;

(C) Comprehensive psychiatric eval-
uation;

(D) Functional assessment; and

(if) To make the determination re-
quired in paragraph (d) of this section.

(d) Data interpretation. Based on the
data compiled, a qualified mental
health professional, as designated by
the State, must validate the diagnosis
of mental illness and determine wheth-
er a program of psychiatric specialized
services is needed.
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§483.136 Evaluating whether an indi-
vidual with mental retardation re-
quires specialized
(PASARR/MR).

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to identify the minimum data
needs and process requirements for the
State mental retardation authority to
determine whether or not the applicant
or resident with mental retardation, as
defined in §483.102(b)(3) of this part,
needs a continuous specialized services
program, which is analogous to active
treatment, as defined in §§435.1009 and
483.440 of this chapter.

(b) Data. Minimum data collected
must include the individual’s com-
prehensive history and physical exam-
ination results to identify the follow-
ing information or, in the absence of
data, must include information that
permits a reviewer specifically to as-
sess:

(1) The
lems;

(2) The level of impact these prob-
lems have on the individual’s independ-
ent functioning;

(3) All current medications used by
the individual and the current response

services

individual’s medical prob-

of the individual to any prescribed
medications in the following drug
groups:

(i) Hypnotics,

(i) Antipsychotics (neuroleptics),

(iii) Mood stabilizers
antidepressants,

(iv) Antianxiety-sedative agents, and

(v) Anti-Parkinson agents.

(4) Self-monitoring of health status;

(5) Self-administering and scheduling
of medical treatments;

(6) Self-monitoring of nutritional
status;

(7) Self-help development such as
toileting, dressing, grooming, and eat-
ing;

(8) Sensorimotor development, such
as ambulation, positioning, transfer
skills, gross motor dexterity, visual
motor perception, fine motor dexterity,
eye-hand coordination, and extent to
which prosthetic, orthotic, corrective
or mechanical supportive devices can
improve the individual’s functional ca-
pacity;

(9) Speech and language (communica-
tion) development, such as expressive
language (verbal and nonverbal), recep-

and
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tive language (verbal and nonverbal),
extent to which non-oral communica-
tion systems can improve the individ-
ual’s function capacity, auditory func-
tioning, and extent to which amplifi-
cation devices (for example, hearing
aid) or a program of amplification can
improve the individual’s functional ca-
pacity;

(10) Social development, such as
interpersonal skills, recreation-leisure
skills, and relationships with others;

(11) Academic/educational develop-
ment, including functional learning
skills;

(12) Independent living development
such as meal preparation, budgeting
and personal finances, survival skills,
mobility skills (orientation to the
neighborhood, town, city), laundry,
housekeeping, shopping, bedmaking,
care of clothing, and orientation skills
(for individuals with visual impair-
ments);

(13) Vocational development, includ-
ing present vocational skills;

(14) Affective development such as in-
terests, and skills involved with ex-
pressing emotions, making judgments,
and making independent decisions; and

(15) The presence of identifiable
maladaptive or inappropriate behaviors
of the individual based on systematic
observation (including, but not limited
to, the frequency and intensity of iden-
tified maladaptive or inappropriate be-
haviors).

(c) Data interpretation—(1) The State
must ensure that a licensed psycholo-
gist identifies the intellectual func-
tioning measurement of individuals
with MR or a related condition.

(2) Based on the data compiled in
paragraph (b) of this section, the State
mental retardation authority, using
appropriate personnel, as designated by
the State, must validate that the indi-
vidual has MR or is a person with a re-
lated condition and must determine
whether specialized services for mental
retardation are needed. In making this
determination, the State mental retar-
dation authority must make a quali-
tative judgment on the extent to which
the person’s status reflects, singly and
collectively, the characteristics com-
monly associated with the need for spe-
cialized services, including—

(i) Inability to—
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(A) Take care of the most personal
care needs;

(B) Understand simple commands;

(C) Communicate basic needs and
wants;

(D) Be employed at a productive wage
level without systematic long term su-
pervision or support;

(E) Learn new skills without aggres-
sive and consistent training;

(F) Apply skills learned in a training
situation to other environments or set-
tings without aggressive and consist-
ent training;

(G) Demonstrate behavior appro-
priate to the time, situation or place
without direct supervision; and

(H) Make decisions requiring in-
formed consent without extreme dif-
ficulty;

(i) Demonstration of severe
maladaptive behavior(s) that place the
person or others in jeopardy to health
and safety; and

(iii) Presence of other skill deficits or
specialized training needs that neces-
sitate the availability of trained MR
personnel, 24 hours per day, to teach
the person functional skills.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

§483.138 Maintenance of services and
availability of FFP.

(a) Maintenance of services. If a NF
mails a 30 day notice of its intent to
transfer or discharge a resident, under
§483.12(a) of this chapter, the agency
may not terminate or reduce services
until—

(1) The expiration of the notice pe-
riod; or

(2) A subpart E appeal, if one has
been filed, has been resolved.

(b) Availability of FFP. FFP is avail-
able for expenditures for services pro-
vided to Medicaid recipients during—

(1) The 30 day notice period specified
in §483.12(a) of this chapter; or

(2) During the period an appeal is in
progress.
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Subpart D—Requirements That
Must Be Met by States and
State Agencies: Nurse Aide
Training and Competency
Evaluation

SOURCE: 56 FR 48919, Sept. 26, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

§483.150 Statutory  basis; Deemed
meeting or waiver of requirements.

(a) Statutory basis. This subpart is
based on sections 1819(b)(5) and
1919(b)(5) of the Act, which establish
standards for training nurse-aides and
for evaluating their competency.

(b) Deemed meeting of requirements. A
nurse aide is deemed to satisfy the re-
quirement of completing a training and
competency evaluation approved by
the State if he or she successfully com-
pleted a training and competency eval-
uation program before July 1, 1989 if—

(1) The aide would have satisfied this
requirement if—

(i) At least 60 hours were substituted
for 75 hours in sections 1819(f)(2) and
1919(f)(2) of the Act, and

(if) The individual has made up at
least the difference in the number of
hours in the program he or she com-
pleted and 75 hours in supervised prac-
tical nurse aide training or in regular
in-service nurse aide education;

or

(2) The individual was found to be
competent (whether or not by the
State) after the completion of nurse
aide training of at least 100 hours dura-
tion.

(c) Waiver of requirements. A State
may—

(1) Waive the requirement for an indi-
vidual to complete a competency eval-
uation program approved by the State
for any individual who can dem-
onstrate to the satisfaction of the
State that he or she has served as a
nurse aide at one or more facilities of
the same employer in the state for at
least 24 consecutive months before De-
cember 19, 1989; or

(2) Deem an individual to have com-
pleted a nurse aide training and com-
petency evaluation program approved
by the State if the individual com-
pleted, before July 1, 1989, such a pro-
gram that the State determines would
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have met the requirements for ap-
proval at the time it was offered.

[56 FR 48919, Sept. 26, 1991; 56 FR 59331, Nov.
25, 1991, as amended at 60 FR 50443, Sept. 29,
1995]

§483.151 State review and approval of
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation programs and com-
petency evaluation programs.

(a) State review and administration. (1)
The State—

(i) Must specify any nurse aide train-
ing and competency evaluation pro-
grams that the State approves as meet-
ing the requirements of §483.152 and/or
competency evaluations programs that
the State approves as meeting the re-
quirements of §483.154; and

(if) May choose to offer a nurse aide
training and competency evaluation
program that meets the requirements
of §483.152 and/or a competency evalua-
tion program that meets the require-
ments of §483.154.

(2) If the State does not choose to
offer a nurse aide training and com-
petency evaluation program or com-
petency evaluation program, the State
must review and approve or disapprove
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation programs and nurse aide
competency evaluation programs upon
request.

(3) The State survey agency must in
the course of all surveys, determine
whether the nurse aide training and
competency evaluation requirements
of §483.75(e) are met.

(b) Requirements for approval of pro-
grams. (1) Before the State approves a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or competency
evaluation program, the State must—

(i) Determine whether the nurse aide
training and competency evaluation
program meets the course require-
ments of §§483.152:

(ii) Determine whether the nurse aide
competency evaluation program meets
the requirements of §483.154; and

(iii) In all reviews other than the ini-
tial review, visit the entity providing
the program.

(2) The State may not approve a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or competency
evaluation program offered by or in a
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facility which,
years—

(i) In the case of a skilled nursing fa-
cility, has operated under a waiver
under section 1819(b)(4)(C)(ii)(11) of the
Act;

(i) In the case of a nursing facility,
has operated under a waiver under sec-
tion 1919(b)(4)(C)(ii) of the Act that was
granted on the basis of a demonstra-
tion that the facility is unable to pro-
vide nursing care required under sec-
tion 1919(b)(4)(C)(i) of the Act for a pe-
riod in excess of 48 hours per week;

(iii) Has been subject to an extended
(or partial extended) survey under sec-
tions 1819(g)(2)(B)(i) or 1919(g)(2)(B)(i)
of the Act;

(iv) Has been assessed a civil money
penalty described in section
1819(h)(2)(B)(ii) of 1919(h)(2)(A)(ii) of the
Act of not less than $5,000; or

(v) Has been subject to a remedy de-
scribed in sections 1819(h)(2)(B) (i) or
(iii), 1819(h)(4), 1919(h)(1)(B)(i), or
1919(h)(2)(A) (i), (iii) or (iv) of the Act.

(3) A State may not, until two years
since the assessment of the penalty (or
penalties) has elapsed, approve a nurse
aide training and competency evalua-
tion program or competency evalua-
tion program offered by or in a facility
that, within the two-year period begin-
ning October 1, 1988—

(i) Had its participation terminated
under title XVIII of the Act or under
the State plan under title XIX of the
Act;

(ii) Was subject to a denial of pay-
ment under title XVIII or title XIX;

(iii) Was assessed a civil money pen-
alty of not less than $5,000 for defi-
ciencies in nursing facility standards;

(iv) Operated under temporary man-
agement appointed to oversee the oper-
ation of the facility and to ensure the
health and safety of its residents; or

(v) Pursuant to State action, was
closed or had its residents transferred.

(c) Time frame for acting on a request
for approval. The State must, within 90
days of the date of a request under
paragraph (a)(3) of this section or re-
ceipt of additional information from
the requester—

(1) Advise the requester whether or
not the program has been approved; or

(2) Request additional information
form the requesting entity.

in the previous two
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(d) Duration of approval. The State
may not grant approval of a nurse aide
training and competency evaluation
program for a period longer than 2
years. A program must notify the
State and the State must review that
program when there are substantive
changes made to that program within
the 2-year period.

(e) Withdrawal of approval. (1) The
State must withdraw approval of a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or nurse aide com-
petency evaluation program offered by
or in a facility described in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section.

(2) The State may withdraw approval
of a nurse aide training and com-
petency evaluation program or nurse
aide competency evaluation program if
the State determines that any of the
applicable requirements of §§8483.152 or
483.154 are not met by the program.

(3) The State must withdraw ap-
proval of a nurse aide training and
competency evaluation program or a
nurse aide competency evaluation pro-
gram if the entity providing the pro-
gram refuses to permit unannounced
visits by the State.

(4) If a State withdraws approval of a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or competency
evaluation program—

(i) The State must notify the pro-
gram in writing, indicating the rea-
son(s) for withdrawal of approval of the
program.

(ii) Students who have started a
training and competency evaluation
program from which approval has been
withdrawn must be allowed to com-
plete the course.

§483.152 Requirements for approval of
a nurse aide training and com-
petency evaluation program.

(@) For a nurse aide training and
competency evaluation program to be
approved by the State, it must, at a
minimum—

(1) Consist of no less than 75 clock
hours of training;

(2) Include at least the subjects speci-
fied in paragraph (b) of this section;

(3) Include at least 16 hours of super-
vised practical training. Supervised
practical training means training in a
laboratory or other setting in which
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the trainee demonstrates knowledge
while performing tasks on an individ-
ual under the direct supervision of a
registered nurse or a licensed practical
nurse;

(4) Ensure that—

(i) Students do not perform any serv-
ices for which they have not trained
and been found proficient by the in-
structor; and

(ii) Students who are providing serv-
ices to residents are under the general
supervision of a licensed nurse or a reg-
istered nurse;

(5) Meet the following requirements
for instructors who train nurse aides;

(i) The training of nurse aides must
be performed by or under the general
supervision of a registered nurse who
possesses a minimum of 2 years of
nursing experience, at least 1 year of
which must be in the provision of long
term care facility services;

(ii) Instructors must have completed
a course in teaching adults or have ex-
perience in teaching adults or super-
vising nurse aides;

(iii) In a facility-based program, the
training of nurse aides may be per-
formed under the general supervision
of the director of nursing for the facil-
ity who is prohibited from performing
the actual training; and

(iv) Other personnel from the health
professions may supplement the in-
structor, including, but not limited to,
registered nurses, licensed practical/vo-
cational nurses, pharmacists, dieti-
tians, social workers, sanitarians, fire
safety experts, nursing home adminis-
trators, gerontologists, psychologists,
physical and occupational therapists,
activities specialists, speech/language/
hearing therapists, and resident rights
experts. Supplemental personnel must
have at least 1 year of experience in
their fields;

(6) Contain competency evaluation
procedures specified in §483.154.

(b) The curriculum of the nurse aide
training program must include—

(1) At least a total of 16 hours of
training in the following areas prior to
any direct contact with a resident:

(i) Communication and interpersonal
skills;

(ii) Infection control;

(iii) Safety/emergency procedures, in-
cluding the Heimlich maneuver;
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(iv) Promoting residents’ independ-
ence; and

(v) Respecting residents’ rights.

(2) Basic nursing skills;

(i) Taking and recording vital signs;

(ii) Measuring and recording height
and weight;

(iii) Caring for the residents’ environ-
ment;

(iv) Recognizing abnormal changes in
body functioning and the importance of
reporting such changes to a supervisor;
and

(v) Caring for residents when death is
imminent.

(3) Personal care skills, including,
but not limited to—

(i) Bathing;

(if) Grooming, including mouth care;

(iii) Dressing;

(iv) Toileting;

(v) Assisting with eating and hydra-
tion;

(vi) Proper feeding techniques;

(vii) Skin care; and

(viii) Transfers,
turning.

(4) Mental health and social service
needs:

(i) Modifying aide’s behavior in re-
sponse to residents’ behavior;

(if) Awareness of developmental
tasks associated with the aging proc-
ess;

(iii) How to respond to resident be-
havior;

(iv) Allowing the resident to make
personal choices, providing and rein-
forcing other behavior consistent with
the resident’s dignity; and

(v) Using the resident’s family as a
source of emotional support.

(5) Care of cognitively impaired resi-
dents:

(i) Techniques for addressing the
unique needs and behaviors of individ-
ual with dementia (Alzheimer’s and
others);

(i) Communicating with cognitively
impaired residents;

(iii) Understanding the behavior of
cognitively impaired residents;

(iv) Appropriate responses to the be-
havior of cognitively impaired resi-
dents; and

(v) Methods of reducing the effects of
cognitive impairments.

(6) Basic restorative services:

positioning, and
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(i) Training the resident in self care
according to the resident’s abilities;

(ii) Use of assistive devices in trans-
ferring, ambulation, eating, and dress-
ing;

(iii) Maintenance of range of motion;

(iv) Proper turning and positioning in
bed and chair;

(v) Bowel and bladder training; and

(vi) Care and use of prosthetic and
orthotic devices.

(7) Residents’ Rights.

(i) Providing privacy and mainte-
nance of confidentiality;

(ii) Promoting the residents’ right to
make personal choices to accommodate
their needs;

(iii) Giving assistance
grievances and disputes;

(iv) Providing needed assistance in
getting to and participating in resident
and family groups and other activities;

(v) Maintaining care and security of
residents’ personal possessions;

(vi) Promoting the resident’s right to
be free from abuse, mistreatment, and
neglect and the need to report any in-
stances of such treatment to appro-
priate facility staff;

(vii) Avoiding the need for restraints
in accordance with current professional
standards.

(c) Prohibition of charges. (1) No
nurse aide who is employed by, or who
has received an offer of employment
from, a facility on the date on which
the aide begins a nurse aide training
and competency evaluation program
may be charged for any portion of the
program (including any fees for text-
books or other required course mate-
rials).

(2) If an individual who is not em-
ployed, or does not have an offer to be
employed, as a nurse aide becomes em-
ployed by, or receives an offer of em-
ployment from, a facility not later
than 12 months after completing a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program, the State must
provide for the reimbursement of costs
incurred in completing the program on
a pro rata basis during the period in
which the individual is employed as a
nurse aide.

in resolving
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8§483.154 Nurse aide competency eval-
uation.

(a) Notification to Individual. The
State must advise in advance any indi-
vidual who takes the competency eval-
uation that a record of the successful
completion of the evaluation will be in-
cluded in the State’s nurse aid reg-
istry.

(b) Content of the competency evalua-
tion program—(1) Written or oral exami-
nations. The competency evaluation
must—

(i) Allow an aide to choose between a
written and an oral examination;

(ii) Address each course requirement
specified in §483.152(b);

(iii) Be developed from a pool of test
questions, only a portion of which is
used in any one examination;

(iv) Use a system that prevents dis-
closure of both the pool of questions
and the individual competency evalua-
tions; and

(v) If oral, must be read from a pre-
pared text in a neutral manner.

(2) Demonstration of skills. The skills
demonstration must consist of a dem-
onstration of randomly selected items
drawn from a pool consisting of the
tasks generally performed by nurse
aides. This pool of skills must include
all of the personal care skills listed in
§483.152(b)(3).

(c) Administration of the competency
evaluation. (1) The competency exam-
ination must be administered and eval-
uated only by—

(i) The State directly; or

(if) A State approved entity which is
neither a skilled nursing facility that
participates in Medicare nor a nursing
facility that participates in Medicaid.

(2) No nurse aide who is employed by,
or who has received an offer of employ-
ment from, a facility on the date on
which the aide begins a nurse aide com-
petency evaluation program may be
charged for any portion of the pro-
gram.

(3) If an individual who is not em-
ployed, or does not have an offer to be
employed, as a nurse aide becomes em-
ployed by, or receives an offer of em-
ployment from, a facility not later
than 12 months after completing a
nurse aide competency evaluation pro-
gram, the State must provide for the
reimbursement of costs incurred in

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-97 Edition)

completing the program on a pro rata
basis during the period in which the in-
dividual is employed as a nurse aide.

(4) The skills demonstration part of
the evaluation must be—

(i) Performed in a facility or labora-
tory setting comparable to the setting
in which the individual will function as
a nurse aide; and

(ii) Administered and evaluated by a
registered nurse with at least one
year’s experience in providing care for
the elderly or the chronically ill of any
age.

(d) Facility proctoring of the com-
petency evaluation. (1) The competency
evaluation may, at the nurse aide’s op-
tion, be conducted at the facility in
which the nurse aide is or will be em-
ployed unless the facility is described
in §483.151(b)(2).

(2) The State may permit the com-
petency evaluation to be proctored by
facility personnel if the State finds
that the procedure adopted by the fa-
cility assures that the competency
evaluation program—

(i) Is secure from tampering;

(ii) Is standardized and scored by a
testing, educational, or other organiza-
tion approved by the State; and

(iii) Requires no scoring by facility
personnel.

(3) The State must retract the right
to proctor nurse aide competency eval-
uations from facilities in which the
State finds any evidence of impropri-
ety, including evidence of tampering
by facility staff.

(e) Successful completion of the com-
petency evaluation program. (1) The
State must establish a standard for
satisfactory completion of the com-
petency evaluation. To complete the
competency evaluation successfully an
individual must pass both the written
or oral examination and the skills dem-
onstration.

(2) A record of successful completion
of the competency evaluation must be
included in the nurse aide registry pro-
vided in §483.156 within 30 days of the
date if the individual is found to be
competent.

(f) Unsuccessful completion of the com-
petency evaluation program. (1) If the in-
dividual does not complete the evalua-
tion satisfactorily, the individual must
be advised—
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(i) Of the areas which he or she; did
not pass; and

(if) That he or she has at least three
opportunities to take the evaluation.

(2) The State may impose a maxi-
mum upon the number of times an in-
dividual upon the number of times an
individual may attempt to complete
the competency evaluation success-
fully, but the maximum may be no less
than three.

§483.156 Registry of nurse aides.

(a) Establishment of registry. The State
must establish and maintain a registry
of nurse aides that meets the require-
ment of this section. The registry—

(1) Must include as a minimum the
information contained in paragraph (c)
of this section:

(2) Must be sufficiently accessible to
meet the needs of the public and health
care providers promptly;

(3) May include home health aides
who have successfully completed a
home health aide competency evalua-
tion program approved by the State if
home health aides are differentiated
from nurse aides; and

(4) Must provide that any response to
an inquiry that includes a finding of
abuse, neglect, or misappropriation of
property also include any statement
disputing the finding made by the
nurse aide, as provided under para-
graph (c)(1)(ix) of this section.

(b) Registry operation. (1) The State
may contract the daily operation and
maintenance of the registry to a non-
State entity. However, the State must
maintain accountability for overall op-
eration of the registry and compliance
with these regulations.

(2) Only the State survey and certifi-
cation agency may place on the reg-
istry findings of abuse, neglect, or mis-
appropriation of property.

(3) The State must determine which
individuals who (i) have successfully
completed a nurse aide training and
competency evaluation program or
nurse aide competency evaluation pro-
gram; (ii) have been deemed as meeting
these requirements; or (iii) have had
these requirements waived by the
State do not qualify to remain on the
registry because they have performed
no nursing or nursing-related services
for a period of 24 consecutive months.
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(4) The State may not impose any
charges related to registration on indi-
viduals listed in the registry.

(5) The State must provide informa-
tion on the registry promptly.

(c) Registry Content. (1) The registry
must contain at least the following in-
formation on each individual who has
successfully completed a nurse aide
training and competency evaluation
program which meets the requirements
of §483.152 or a competency evaluation
which meets the requirements of
§483.154 and has been found by the
State to be competent to function as a
nurse aide or who may function as a
nurse aide because of meeting criteria
in §483.150:

(i) The individual’s full name.

(i) Information necessary to identify
each individual;

(iii) The date the individual became
eligible for placement in the registry
through successfully completing a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or competency
evaluation program or by meeting the
requirements of §483.150; and

(iv) The following information on any
finding by the State survey agency of
abuse, neglect, or misappropriation of
property by the individual:

(A) Documentation of the State’s in-
vestigation, including the nature of the
allegation and the evidence that led
the State to conclude that the allega-
tion was valid;

(B) The date of the hearing, if the in-
dividual chose to have one, and its out-
come; and

(C) A statement by the individual
disputing the allegation, if he or she
chooses to make one; and

(D) This information must be in-
cluded in the registry within 10 work-
ing days of the finding and must re-
main in the registry permanently, un-
less the finding was made in error, the
individual was found not guilty in a
court of law, or the State is notified of
the individual’s death.

(2) The registry must remove entries
for individuals who have performed no
nursing or nursing-related services for
a period of 24 consecutive months, un-
less the individual’s registry entry in-
cludes documented findings of abuse,
neglect, or misappropriation of prop-
erty.
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(d) Disclosure of information. The
State must—

(1) Disclose all of the information in
§483.156(c)(1) (iii) and (iv) to all re-
questers and may disclose additional
information it deems necessary; and

(2) Promptly provide individuals with
all information contained in the reg-
istry on them when adverse findings
are placed on the registry and upon re-
quest. Individuals on the registry must
have sufficient opportunity to correct
any misstatements or inaccuracies
contained in the registry.

[56 FR 48919, Sept. 26, 1991; 56 FR 59331, Nov.
25, 1991]

§483.158 FFP for nurse aide training
and competency evaluation.

(a) State expenditures for nurse aide
training and competency evaluation
programs and competency evaluation
programs are administrative costs.
They are matched as indicated in
§433.15(b)(8) of this chapter.

(b) FFP is available for State expend-
itures associated with nurse aide train-
ing and competency evaluation pro-
grams and competency evaluation pro-
grams only for—

(1) Nurse aides employed by a facil-
ity;

(2) Nurse aides who have an offer of
employment from a facility;

(3) Nurse aides who become employed
by a facility not later than 12 months
after completing a nurse aide training
and competency evaluation program or
competency evaluation program; or

(4) Nurse aides who receive an offer of
employment from a facility not later
than 12 months after completing a
nurse aide training and competency
evaluation program or competency
evaluation program.

Subpart E—Appeals of Dis-
charges, Transfers, and
Preadmission Screening and
Annual Resident Review

(PASARR) Determinations

SOURCE: 57 FR 56514, Nov. 30, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

§483.200 Statutory basis.

This subpart is based on sections
1819(e)(3) and (f)(3) and 1919(e)(3) and
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(f)(3) of the Act, which require States
to make available, to individuals who
are discharged or transferred from
SNFs or NFs, an appeals process that
complies with guidelines issued by the
Secretary.

[60 FR 50443, Sept. 29, 1995]

§483.202 Definitions.

For purposes of this subpart and sub-
parts B and C—

Discharge means movement from an
entity that participates in Medicare as
a skilled nursing facility, a Medicare
certified distinct part, an entity that
participates in Medicaid as a nursing
facility, or a Medicaid certified dis-
tinct part to a noninstitutional setting
when the discharging facility ceases to
be legally responsible for the care of
the resident.

Individual means an individual or any
legal representative of the individual.

Resident means a resident of a SNF or
NF or any legal representative of the
resident.

Transfer means movement from an
entity that participates in Medicare as
a skilled nursing facility, a Medicare
certified distinct part, an entity that
participates in Medicaid as a nursing
facility or a Medicaid certified distinct
part to another institutional setting
when the legal responsibility for the
care of the resident changes from the
transferring facility to the receiving
facility.

§483.204 Provision of a hearing and
appeal system.

(a) Each State must provide a system
for:

(1) A resident of a SNF or a NF to ap-
peal a notice from the SNF or NF of in-
tent to discharge or transfer the resi-
dent; and

(2) An individual who has been ad-
versely affected by any PASARR deter-
mination made by the State in the con-
text of either a preadmission screening
or an annual resident review under sub-
part C of part 483 to appeal that deter-
mination.

(b) The State must provide an ap-
peals system that meets the require-
ments of this subpart, §483.12 of this
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part, and part 431 subpart E of this
chapter.

[57 FR 56506, Nov. 30, 1992; 58 FR 25784, Apr.
28, 1993]

8§483.206 Transfers, discharges and re-
locations subject to appeal.

(a) “Facility’” means a certified en-
tity, either a Medicare SNF or a Medic-
aid NF (see §§483.5 and 483.12(a)(1)).

(b) A resident has appeal rights when
he or she is transferred from—

(1) A certified bed into a noncertified
bed; and

(2) A bed in a certified entity to a bed
in an entity which is certified as a dif-
ferent provider.

(c) A resident has no appeal rights
when he or she is moved from one bed
in the certified entity to another bed in
the same certified entity.

Subparts F-H—[Reserved]

Subpart —Conditions of Participa-
tion for Intermediate Care Fa-
cilities for the Mentally Re-
tarded

SOURCE: 53 FR 20496, June 3, 1988. Redesig-
nated at 56 FR 48918, Sept. 26, 1991.

§483.400 Basis and purpose.

This subpart implements section 1905
(c) and (d) of the Act which gives the
Secretary authority to prescribe regu-
lations for intermediate care facility
services in facilities for the mentally
retarded or persons with related condi-
tions.

§483.405 Relationship to other HHS
regulations.

In addition to compliance with the
regulations set forth in this subpart,
facilities are obliged to meet the appli-
cable provisions of other HHS regula-
tions, including but not limited to
those pertaining to nondiscrimination
on the basis of race, color, or national
origin (45 CFR Part 80), nondiscrimina-
tion on the basis of handicap (45 CFR
Part 84), nondiscrimination on the
basis of age (45 CFR Part 91), protec-
tion of human subjects of research (45
CFR Part 46), and fraud and abuse (42
CFR Part 455). Although those regula-
tions are not in themselves considered

§483.410

conditions of participation under this
Part, their violation may result in the
termination or suspension of, or the re-
fusal to grant or continue, Federal fi-
nancial assistance.

§483.410 Condition of participation:
Governing body and management.

(a) Standard: Governing body. The fa-
cility must identify an individual or
individuals to constitute the governing
body of the facility. The governing
body must—

(1) Exercise general policy, budget,
and operating direction over the facil-
ity;

(2) Set the qualifications (in addition
to those already set by State law, if
any) for the administrator of the facil-
ity; and

(3) Appoint the administrator of the
facility.

(b) Standard: Compliance with Federal,
State, and local laws. The facility must
be in compliance with all applicable
provisions of Federal, State and local
laws, regulations and codes pertaining
to health, safety, and sanitation.

(c) Standard: Client records. (1) The fa-
cility must develop and maintain a rec-
ordkeeping system that includes a sep-
arate record for each client and that
documents the client’s health care, ac-
tive treatment, social information, and
protection of the client’s rights.

(2) The facility must keep confiden-
tial all information contained in the
clients’ records, regardless of the form
or storage method of the records.

(3) The facility must develop and im-
plement policies and procedures gov-
erning the release of any client infor-
mation, including consents necessary
from the client, or parents (if the cli-
ent is a minor) or legal guardian.

(4) Any individual who makes an
entry in a client’s record must make it
legibly, date it, and sign it.

(5) The facility must provide a legend
to explain any symbol or abbreviation
used in a client’s record.

(6) The facility must provide each
identified residential living unit with
appropriate aspects of each client’s
record.

(d) Standard: Services provided under
agreements with outside sources. (1) If a
service required under this subpart is
not provided directly, the facility must
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have a written agreement with an out-
side program, resource, or service to
furnish the necessary service, including
emergency and other health care.

(2) The agreement must—

(i) Contain the responsibilities, func-
tions, objectives, and other terms
agreed to by both parties; and

(ii) Provide that the facility is re-
sponsible for assuring that the outside
services meet the standards for quality
of services contained in this subpart.

(3) The facility must assure that out-
side services meet the needs of each
client.

(4) If living quarters are not provided
in a facility owned by the ICF/MR, the
ICF/MR remains directly responsible
for the standards relating to physical
environment that are specified in
§483.470 (a) through (g), (j) and (k).

(e) Standard: Licensure. The facility
must be licensed under applicable
State and local law.

[53 FR 20496, June 3, 1988. Redesignated at 56
FR 48918, Sept. 26, 1991, and amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.420 Condition of participation:
Client protections.

(a) Standard: Protection of clients’
rights. The facility must ensure the
rights of all clients. Therefore, the fa-
cility must—

(1) Inform each client, parent (if the
client is a minor), or legal guardian, of
the client’s rights and the rules of the
facility;

(2) Inform each client, parent (if the
client is a minor), or legal guardian, of
the client’s medical condition, devel-
opmental and behavioral status, at-
tendant risks of treatment, and of the
right to refuse treatment;

(3) Allow and encourage individual
clients to exercise their rights as cli-
ents of the facility, and as citizens of
the United States, including the right
to file complaints, and the right to due
process;

(4) Allow individual clients to man-
age their financial affairs and teach
them to do so to the extent of their ca-
pabilities;

(5) Ensure that clients are not sub-
jected to physical, verbal, sexual or
psychological abuse or punishment;

(6) Ensure that clients are free from
unnecessary drugs and physical re-
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straints and are provided active treat-
ment to reduce dependency on drugs
and physical restraints;

(7) Provide each client with the op-
portunity for personal privacy and en-
sure privacy during treatment and care
of personal needs;

(8) Ensure that clients are not com-
pelled to perform services for the facil-
ity and ensure that clients who do
work for the facility are compensated
for their efforts at prevailing wages
and commensurate with their abilities;

(9) Ensure clients the opportunity to
communicate, associate and meet pri-
vately with individuals of their choice,
and to send and receive unopened mail;

(10) Ensure that clients have access
to telephones with privacy for incom-
ing and outgoing local and long dis-
tance calls except as contraindicated
by factors identified within their indi-
vidual program plans;

(11) Ensure clients the opportunity to
participate in social, religious, and
community group activities;

(12) Ensure that clients have the
right to retain and use appropriate per-
sonal possessions and clothing, and en-
sure that each client is dressed in his
or her own clothing each day; and

(13) Permit a husband and wife who
both reside in the facility to share a
room.

(b) Standard: Client finances. (1) The
facility must establish and maintain a
system that—

(i) Assures a full and complete ac-
counting of clients’ personal funds en-
trusted to the facility on behalf of cli-
ents; and

(ii) Precludes any commingling of
client funds with facility funds or with
the funds of any person other than an-
other client.

(2) The client’s financial record must
be available on request to the client,
parents (if the client is a minor) or
legal guardian.

(c) Standard: Communication with cli-
ents, parents, and guardians. The facil-
ity must—

(1) Promote participation of parents
(if the client is a minor) and legal
guardians in the process of providing
active treatment to a client unless
their participation is unobtainable or
inappropriate;
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(2) Answer communications from cli-
ents’ families and friends promptly and
appropriately;

(3) Promote visits by individuals with
a relationship to the client (such as
family, close friends, legal guardians
and advocates) at any reasonable hour,
without prior notice, consistent with
the right of that client’s and other cli-
ents’ privacy, unless the interdiscipli-
nary team determines that the visit
would not be appropriate;

(4) Promote visits by parents or
guardians to any area of the facility
that provides direct client care serv-
ices to the client, consistent with the
right of that client’s and other clients’
privacy;

(5) Promote frequent and informal
leaves from the facility for visits, trips,
or vacations; and

(6) Notify promptly the client’s par-
ents or guardian of any significant in-
cidents, or changes in the client’s con-
dition including, but not limited to, se-
rious illness, accident, death, abuse, or
unauthorized absence.

(d) Standard: Staff treatment of clients.
(1) The facility must develop and im-
plement written policies and proce-
dures that prohibit mistreatment, ne-
glect or abuse of the client.

(i) Staff of the facility must not use
physical, verbal, sexual or psycho-
logical abuse or punishment.

(i) Staff must not punish a client by
withholding food or hydration that
contributes to a nutritionally adequate
diet.

(iii) The facility must prohibit the
employment of individuals with a con-
viction or prior employment history of
child or client abuse, neglect or mis-
treatment.

(2) The facility must ensure that all
allegations of mistreatment, neglect or
abuse, as well as injuries of unknown
source, are reported immediately to
the administrator or to other officials
in accordance with State law through
established procedures.

(3) The facility must have evidence
that all alleged violations are thor-
oughly investigated and must prevent
further potential abuse while the inves-
tigation is in progress.

(4) The results of all investigations
must be reported to the administrator
or designated representative or to
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other officials in accordance with
State law within five working days of
the incident and, if the alleged viola-
tion is verified, appropriate corrective
action must be taken.

§483.430 Condition of participation:
Facility staffing.

(a) Standard: Qualified mental retarda-
tion professional. Each client’s active
treatment program must be integrated,
coordinated and monitored by a quali-
fied mental retardation professional
who—

(1) Has at least one year of experi-
ence working directly with persons
with mental retardation or other devel-
opmental disabilities; and

(2) Is one of the following:

(i) A doctor of medicine or osteop-
athy.

(ii) A registered nurse.

(iii) An individual who holds at least
a bachelor’s degree in a professional
category specified in paragraph (b)(5)
of this section.

(b) Standard: Professional program
services. (1) Each client must receive
the professional program services need-
ed to implement the active treatment
program defined by each client’s indi-
vidual program plan. Professional pro-
gram staff must work directly with cli-
ents and with paraprofessional, non-
professional and other professional pro-
gram staff who work with clients.

(2) The facility must have available
enough qualified professional staff to
carry out and monitor the various pro-
fessional interventions in accordance
with the stated goals and objectives of
every individual program plan.

(3) Professional program staff must
participate as members of the inter-
disciplinary team in relevant aspects
of the active treatment process.

(4) Professional program staff must
participate in on-going staff develop-
ment and training in both formal and
informal settings with other profes-
sional, paraprofessional, and nonprofes-
sional staff members.

(5) Professional program staff must
be licensed, certified, or registered, as
applicable, to provide professional
services by the State in which he or
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she practices. Those professional pro-
gram staff who do not fall under the ju-
risdiction of State licensure, certifi-
cation, or registration requirements,
specified in §483.410(b), must meet the
following qualifications:

(i) To be designated as an occupa-
tional therapist, an individual must be
eligible for certification as an occupa-
tional therapist by the American Occu-
pational Therapy Association or an-
other comparable body.

(ii) To be designated as an occupa-
tional therapy assistant, an individual
must be eligible for certification as a
certified occupational therapy assist-
ant by the American Occupational
Therapy Association or another com-
parable body.

(iii) To be designated as a physical
therapist, an individual must be eligi-
ble for certification as a physical ther-
apist by the American Physical Ther-
apy Association or another comparable
body.

(iv) To be designated as a physical
therapy assistant, an individual must
be eligible for registration by the
American Physical Therapy Associa-
tion or be a graduate of a two year col-
lege-level program approved by the
American Physical Therapy Associa-
tion or another comparable body.

(v) To be designated as a psycholo-
gist, an individual must have at least a
master’s degree in psychology from an
accredited school.

(vi) To be designated as a social
worker, an individual must—

(A) Hold a graduate degree from a
school of social work accredited or ap-
proved by the Council on Social Work
Education or another comparable body;
or

(B) Hold a Bachelor of Social Work
degree from a college or university ac-
credited or approved by the Council on
Social Work Education or another
comparable body.

(vii) To be designated as a speech-
language pathologist or audiologist, an
individual must—

(A) Be eligible for a Certificate of
Clinical Competence in Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology or Audiology granted
by the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association or another com-
parable body; or
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(B) Meet the educational require-
ments for certification and be in the
process of accumulating the supervised
experience required for certification.

(viii) To be designated as a profes-
sional recreation staff member, an in-
dividual must have a bachelor’s degree
in recreation or in a specialty area
such as art, dance, music or physical
education.

(ix) To be designated as a profes-
sional dietitian, an individual must be
eligible for registration by the Amer-
ican Dietetics Association.

(X) To be designated as a human serv-
ices professional an individual must
have at least a bachelor’s degree in a
human services field (including, but
not limited to: sociology, special edu-
cation, rehabilitation counseling, and
psychology).

(xi) If the client’s individual program
plan is being successfully implemented
by facility staff, professional program
staff meeting the qualifications of
paragraph (b)(5) (i) through (x) of this
section are not required—

(A) Except for qualified mental retar-
dation professionals;

(B) Except for the requirements of
paragraph (b)(2) of this section con-
cerning the facility’s provision of
enough qualified professional program
staff; and

(C) Unless otherwise specified by
State licensure and certification re-
quirements.

(c) Standard: Facility staffing. (1) The
facility must not depend upon clients
or volunteers to perform direct care
services for the facility.

(2) There must be responsible direct
care staff on duty and awake on a 24-
hour basis, when clients are present, to
take prompt, appropriate action in
case of injury, illness, fire or other
emergency, in each defined residential
living unit housing—

(i) Clients for whom a physician has
ordered a medical care plan;
(i) Clients who are
assaultive or security risks;

(iii) More than 16 clients; or

(iv) Fewer than 16 clients within a
multi-unit building.

(3) There must be a responsible direct
care staff person on duty on a 24 hour

aggressive,

412



Health Care Financing Administration, HHS

basis (when clients are present) to re-
spond to injuries and symptoms of ill-
ness, and to handle emergencies, in
each defined residential living unit
housing—

(i) Clients for whom a physician has
not ordered a medical care plan;

(ii) Clients who are not aggressive,
assaultive or security risks; and

(iii) Sixteen or fewer clients,

(4) The facility must provide suffi-
cient support staff so that direct care
staff are not required to perform sup-
port services to the extent that these
duties interfere with the exercise of
their primary direct client care duties.

(d) Standard: Direct care (residential
living unit) staff. (1) The facility must
provide sufficient direct care staff to
manage and supervise clients in ac-
cordance with their individual program
plans.

(2) Direct care staff are defined as the
present on-duty staff calculated over
all shifts in a 24-hour period for each
defined residential living unit.

(3) Direct care staff must be provided
by the facility in the following mini-
mum ratios of direct care staff to cli-
ents:

(i) For each defined residential living
unit serving children under the age of
12, severely and profoundly retarded
clients, clients with severe physical
disabilities, or clients who are aggres-
sive, assaultive, or security risks, or
who manifest severely hyperactive or
psychotic-like behavior, the staff to
client ratio is 1 to 3.2.

(ii) For each defined residential liv-
ing unit serving moderately retarded
clients, the staff to client ratio is 1 to
4.

(iii) For each defined residential liv-
ing unit serving clients who function
within the range of mild retardation,
the staff to client ratio is 1 to 6.4.

(4) When there are no clients present
in the living unit, a responsible staff
member must be available by tele-
phone.

(e) Standard: Staff training program.
(1) The facility must provide each em-
ployee with initial and continuing
training that enables the employee to
perform his or her duties effectively,
efficiently, and competently.

(2) For employees who work with cli-
ents, training must focus on skills and
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competencies directed toward clients’
developmental, behavioral, and health
needs.

(3) Staff must be able to demonstrate
the skills and techniques necessary to
administer interventions to manage
the inappropriate behavior of clients.

(4) Staff must be able to demonstrate
the skills and techniques necessary to
implement the individual program
plans for each client for whom they are
responsible.

§483.440 Condition of participation:
Active treatment services.

(a) Standard: Active treatment. (1)
Each client must receive a continuous
active treatment program, which in-
cludes aggressive, consistent imple-
mentation of a program of specialized
and generic training, treatment, health
services and related services described
in this subpart, that is directed to-
ward—

(i) The acquisition of the behaviors
necessary for the client to function
with as much self determination and
independence as possible; and

(ii) The prevention or deceleration of
regression or loss of current optimal
functional status.

(2) Active treatment does not include
services to maintain generally inde-
pendent clients who are able to func-
tion with little supervision or in the
absence of a continuous active treat-
ment program.

(b) Standard: Admissions, transfers,
and discharge. (1) Clients who are ad-
mitted by the facility must be in need
of and receiving active treatment serv-
ices.

(2) Admission decisions must be
based on a preliminary evaluation of
the client that is conducted or updated
by the facility or by outside sources.

(3) A preliminary evaluation must
contain background information as
well as currently valid assessments of
functional developmental, behavioral,
social, health and nutritional status to
determine if the facility can provide
for the client’s needs and if the client
is likely to benefit from placement in
the facility.

(4) If a client is to be either trans-
ferred or discharged, the facility
must—
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(i) Have documentation in the cli-
ent’s record that the client was trans-
ferred or discharged for good cause; and

(i) Provide a reasonable time to pre-
pare the client and his or her parents
or guardian for the transfer or dis-
charge (except in emergencies).

(5) At the time of the discharge, the
facility must—

(i) Develop a final summary of the
client’s developmental, behavioral, so-
cial, health and nutritional status and,
with the consent of the client, parents
(if the client is a minor) or legal guard-
ian, provide a copy to authorized per-
sons and agencies; and

(if) Provide a post-discharge plan of
care that will assist the client to ad-
just to the new living environment.

(c) Standard: Individual program plan.
(1) Each client must have an individual
program plan developed by an inter-
disciplinary team that represents the
professions, disciplines or service areas
that are relevant to—

(i) ldentifying the client’s needs, as
described by the comprehensive func-
tional assessments required in para-
graph (c)(3) of this section; and

(ii) Designing programs that
the client’s needs.

(2) Appropriate facility staff must
participate in interdisciplinary team
meetings. Participation by other agen-
cies serving the client is encouraged.
Participation by the client, his or her
parent (if the client is a minor), or the
client’s legal guardian is required un-
less that participation is unobtainable
or inappropriate.

(3) Within 30 days after admission,
the interdisciplinary team must per-
form accurate assessments or reassess-
ments as needed to supplement the pre-
liminary evaluation conducted prior to
admission. The comprehensive func-
tional assessment must take into con-
sideration the client’s age (for exam-
ple, child, young adult, elderly person)
and the implications for active treat-
ment at each stage, as applicable, and
must—

(i) ldentify the presenting problems
and disabilities and where possible,
their causes;

(i) ldentify the client’s specific de-
velopmental strengths;

meet
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(iii) Identify the client’s specific de-
velopmental and behavioral manage-
ment needs;

(iv) ldentify the client’s need for
services without regard to the actual
availability of the services needed; and

(v) Include physical development and
health, nutritional status,
sensorimotor development, affective
development, speech and language de-
velopment and auditory functioning,
cognitive development, social develop-
ment, adaptive behaviors or independ-
ent living skills necessary for the cli-
ent to be able to function in the com-
munity, and as applicable, vocational
skills.

(4) Within 30 days after admission,
the interdisciplinary team must pre-
pare for each client an individual pro-
gram plan that states the specific ob-
jectives necessary to meet the client’s
needs, as identified by the comprehen-
sive assessment required by paragraph
(c)(3) of this section, and the planned
sequence for dealing with those objec-
tives. These objectives must—

(i) Be stated separately, in terms of a
single behavioral outcome;

(ii) Be assigned projected completion
dates;

(iii) Be expressed in behavioral terms
that provide measurable indices of per-
formance,;

(iv) Be organized to reflect a devel-
opmental progression appropriate to
the individual; and

(v) Be assigned priorities.

(5) Each written training program de-
signed to implement the objectives in
the individual program plan must
specify:

(i) The methods to be used;

(ii) The schedule for use of the meth-
od,;

(iii) The person responsible for the
program;

(iv) The type of data and frequency of
data collection necessary to be able to
assess progress toward the desired ob-
jectives;

(v) The inappropriate client behav-
ior(s), if applicable; and

(vi) Provision for the appropriate ex-
pression of behavior and the replace-
ment of inappropriate behavior, if ap-
plicable, with behavior that is adaptive
or appropriate.
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(6) The individual program plan must
also:

(i) Describe relevant interventions to
support the individual toward inde-
pendence.

(ii) ldentify the location where pro-
gram strategy information (which
must be accessible to any person re-
sponsible for implementation) can be
found.

(iii) Include, for those clients who
lack them, training in personal skills
essential for privacy and independence
(including, but not limited to, toilet
training, personal hygiene, dental hy-
giene, self-feeding, bathing, dressing,
grooming, and communication of basic
needs), until it has been demonstrated
that the client is developmentally in-
capable of acquiring them.

(iv) ldentify mechanical supports, if
needed, to achieve proper body posi-
tion, balance, or alignment. The plan
must specify the reason for each sup-
port, the situations in which each is to
be applied, and a schedule for the use of
each support.

(v) Provide that clients who have
multiple disabling conditions spend a
major portion of each waking day out
of bed and outside the bedroom area,
moving about by various methods and
devices whenever possible.

(vi) Include opportunities for client
choice and self-management.

(7) A copy of each client’s individual
program plan must be made available
to all relevant staff, including staff of
other agencies who work with the cli-
ent, and to the client, parents (if the
client is a minor) or legal guardian.

(d) Standard: Program implementation.
(1) As soon as the interdisciplinary
team has formulated a client’s individ-
ual program plan, each client must re-
ceive a continuous active treatment
program consisting of needed interven-
tions and services in sufficient number
and frequency to support the achieve-
ment of the objectives identified in the
individual program plan.

(2) The facility must develop an ac-
tive treatment schedule that outlines
the current active treatment program
and that is readily available for review
by relevant staff.

(3) Except for those facets of the indi-
vidual program plan that must be im-
plemented only by licensed personnel,
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each client’s individual program plan
must be implemented by all staff who
work with the client, including profes-
sional, paraprofessional and nonprofes-
sional staff.

(e) Standard: Program documentation.
(1) Data relative to accomplishment of
the criteria specified in client individ-
ual program plan objectives must be
documented in measureable terms.

(2) The facility must document sig-
nificant events that are related to the
client’s individual program plan and
assessments and that contribute to an
overall understanding of the client’s
ongoing level and quality of function-
ing.

(f) Standard: Program monitoring and
change. (1) The individual program plan
must be reviewed at least by the quali-
fied mental retardation professional
and revised as necessary, including, but
not limited to situations in which the
client—

(i) Has successfully completed an ob-
jective or objectives identified in the
individual program plan;

(i) Is regressing or losing skills al-
ready gained;

(iii) Is failing to progress toward
identified objectives after reasonable
efforts have been made; or

(iv) Is being considered for training
towards new objectives.

(2) At least annually, the comprehen-
sive functional assessment of each cli-
ent must be reviewed by the inter-
disciplinary team for relevancy and up-
dated as needed, and the individual
program plan must be revised, as ap-
propriate, repeating the process set
forth in paragraph (c) of this section.

(3) The facility must designate and
use a specially constituted committee
or committees consisting of members
of facility staff, parents, legal guard-
ians, clients (as appropriate), qualified
persons who have either experience or
training in contemporary practices to
change inappropriate client behavior,
and persons with no ownership or con-
trolling interest in the facility to—

(i) Review, approve, and monitor in-
dividual programs designed to manage
inappropriate behavior and other pro-
grams that, in the opinion of the com-
mittee, involve risks to client protec-
tion and rights;
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(ii) Insure that these programs are
conducted only with the written in-
formed consent of the client, parent (if
the client is a minor), or legal guard-
ian; and

(iii) Review, monitor and make sug-
gestions to the facility about its prac-
tices and programs as they relate to
drug usage, physical restraints, time-
out rooms, application of painful or
noxious stimuli, control of inappropri-
ate behavior, protection of client
rights and funds, and any other area
that the committee believes need to be
addressed.

(4) The provisions of paragraph (f)(3)
of this section may be modified only if,
in the judgment of the State survey
agency, Court decrees, State law or
regulations provide for equivalent cli-
ent protection and consultation.

§483.450 Condition of participation:
Client behavior and facility prac-
tices.

(a) Standard: Facility practices—Con-
duct toward clients. (1) The facility
must develop and implement written
policies and procedures for the man-
agement of conduct between staff and
clients. These policies and procedures
must—

(i) Promote the growth, development
and independence of the client;

(ii) Address the extent to which cli-
ent choice will be accommodated in
daily decision-making, emphasizing
self-determination and self-manage-
ment, to the extent possible;

(iii) Specify client conduct to be al-
lowed or not allowed; and

(iv) Be available to all staff, clients,
parents of minor children, and legal
guardians.

(2) To the extent possible, clients
must participate in the formulation of
these policies and procedures.

(3) Clients must not discipline other
clients, except as part of an organized
system of self-government, as set forth
in facility policy.

(b) Standard: Management of inappro-
priate client behavior. (1) The facility
must develop and implement written
policies and procedures that govern the
management of inappropriate client
behavior. These policies and procedures
must be consistent with the provisions
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of paragraph (a) of this section. These
procedures must—

(i) Specify all facility approved inter-
ventions to manage inappropriate cli-
ent behavior;

(ii) Designate these interventions on
a hierarchy to be implemented, ranging
from most positive or least intrusive,
to least positive or most intrusive;

(iii) Insure, prior to the use of more
restrictive techniques, that the client’s
record documents that programs incor-
porating the use of less intrusive or
more positive techniques have been
tried systematically and demonstrated
to be ineffective; and

(iv) Address the following:

(A) The use of time-out rooms.

(B) The use of physical restraints.

(C) The use of drugs to manage inap-
propriate behavior.

(D) The application of painful or nox-
ious stimuli.

(E) The staff members who may au-
thorize the use of specified interven-
tions.

(F) A mechanism for monitoring and
controlling the use of such interven-
tions.

(2) Interventions to manage inappro-
priate client behavior must be em-
ployed with sufficient safeguards and
supervision to ensure that the safety,
welfare and civil and human rights of
clients are adequately protected.

(3) Techniques to manage inappropri-
ate client behavior must never be used
for disciplinary purposes, for the con-
venience of staff or as a substitute for
an active treatment program.

(4) The use of systematic interven-
tions to manage inappropriate client
behavior must be incorporated into the
client’s individual program plan, in ac-
cordance with §483.440(c) (4) and (5) of
this subpart.

(5) Standing or as needed programs to
control inappropriate behavior are not
permitted.

(c) Standard: Time-out rooms. (1) A cli-
ent may be placed in a room from
which egress is prevented only if the
following conditions are met:

(i) The placement is a part of an ap-
proved systematic time-out program as
required by paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. (Thus, emergency placement of a
client into a time-out room is not al-
lowed.)
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(i) The client is under the direct con-
stant visual supervision of designated
staff.

(iii) The door to the room is held
shut by staff or by a mechanism requir-
ing constant physical pressure from a
staff member to keep the mechanism
engaged.

(2) Placement of a client in a time-
out room must not exceed one hour.

(3) Clients placed in time-out rooms
must be protected from hazardous con-
ditions including, but not limited to,
presence of sharp corners and objects,
uncovered light fixtures, unprotected
electrical outlets.

(4) A record of time-out activities
must be kept.

(d) Standard: Physical restraints. (1)
The facility may employ physical re-
straint only—

(i) As an integral part of an individ-
ual program plan that is intended to
lead to less restrictive means of man-
aging and eliminating the behavior for
which the restraint is applied;

(ii) As an emergency measure, but
only if absolutely necessary to protect
the client or others from injury; or

(iii) As a health-related protection
prescribed by a physician, but only if
absolutely necessary during the con-
duct of a specific medical or surgical
procedure, or only if absolutely nec-
essary for client protection during the
time that a medical condition exists.

(2) Authorizations to use or extend
restraints as an emergency must be:

(i) In effect no longer than 12 con-
secutive hours; and

(ii) Obtained as soon as the client is
restrained or stable.

(3) The facility must not issue orders
for restraint on a standing or as needed
basis.

(4) A client placed in restraint must
be checked at least every 30 minutes by
staff trained in the use of restraints,
released from the restraint as quickly
as possible, and a record of these
checks and usage must be kept.

(5) Restraints must be designed and
used so as not to cause physical injury
to the client and so as to cause the
least possible discomfort.

(6) Opportunity for motion and exer-
cise must be provided for a period of
not less than 10 minutes during each
two hour period in which restraint is
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employed, and a record of such activity
must be kept.

(7) Barred enclosures must not be
more than three feet in height and
must not have tops.

(e) Standard: Drug usage. (1) The facil-
ity must not use drugs in doses that
interfere with the individual client’s
daily living activities.

(2) Drugs used for control of inappro-
priate behavior must be approved by
the interdisciplinary team and be used
only as an integral part of the client’s
individual program plan that is di-
rected specifically towards the reduc-
tion of and eventual elimination of the
behaviors for which the drugs are em-
ployed.

(3) Drugs used for control of inappro-
priate behavior must not be used until
it can be justified that the harmful ef-
fects of the behavior clearly outweigh
the potentially harmful effects of the
drugs.

(4) Drugs used for control of inappro-
priate behavior must be—

(i) Monitored closely, in conjunction
with the physician and the drug regi-
men review requirement at §483.460(j),
for desired responses and adverse con-
sequences by facility staff; and

(i) Gradually withdrawn at least an-
nually in a carefully monitored pro-
gram conducted in conjunction with
the interdisciplinary team, unless clin-
ical evidence justifies that this is con-
traindicated.

§483.460 Condition of participation:
Health care services.

(a) Standard: Physician services.

(1) The facility must ensure the
availability of physician services 24
hours a day.

(2) The physician must develop, in co-
ordination with licensed nursing per-
sonnel, a medical care plan of treat-
ment for a client if the physician deter-
mines that an individual client re-
quires 24-hour licensed nursing care.
This plan must be integrated in the in-
dividual program plan.

(3) The facility must provide or ob-
tain preventive and general medical
care as well as annual physical exami-
nations of each client that at a mini-
mum include the following:

(i) Evaluation of vision and hearing.
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(ii) Immunizations, using as a guide
the recommendations of the Public
Health Service Advisory Commitee on
Immunization Practices or of the Com-
mittee on the Control of Infectious Dis-
eases of the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics.

(iii) Routine screening laboratory ex-
aminations as determined necessary by
the physician, and special studies when
needed.

(iv) Tuberculosis control, appropriate
to the facility’s population, and in ac-
cordance with the recommendations of
the American College of Chest Physi-
cians or the section of diseases of the
chest of the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics, or both.

(4) To the extent permitted by State
law, the facility may utilize physician
assistants and nurse practitioners to
provide physician services as described
in this section.

(b) Standard: Physician participation in
the individual program plan. A physician
must participate in—

(1) The establishment of each newly
admitted client’s initial individual pro-
gram plan as required by §456.380 of
this chapter that specified plan of care
requirements for ICFs; and

(2) If appropriate, physicians must
participate in the review and update of
an individual program plan as part of
the interdisciplinary team process ei-
ther in person or through written re-
port to the interdisciplinary team.

(c) Standard: Nursing services. The fa-
cility must provide clients with nurs-
ing services in accordance with their
needs. These services must include—

(1) Participation as appropriate in
the development, review, and update of
an individual program plan as part of
the interdisciplinary team process;

(2) The development, with a physi-
cian, of a medical care plan of treat-
ment for a client when the physician
has determined that an individual cli-
ent requires such a plan;

(3) For those clients certified as not
needing a medical care plan, a review
of their health status which must—

(i) Be by a direct physical examina-
tion;

(ii) Be by a licensed nurse;

(iii) Be on a quarterly or more fre-
quent basis depending on client need;
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(iv) Be recorded in the client's
record; and

(v) Result in any necessary action
(including referral to a physician to ad-
dress client health problems).

(4) Other nursing care as prescribed
by the physician or as identified by cli-
ent needs; and

(5) Implementing, with other mem-
bers of the interdisciplinary team, ap-
propriate protective and preventive
health measures that include, but are
not limited to—

(i) Training clients and staff as need-
ed in appropriate health and hygiene
methods;

(i) Control of communicable diseases
and infections, including the instruc-
tion of other personnel in methods of
infection control; and

(iii) Training direct care staff in de-
tecting signs and symptoms of illness
or dysfunction, first aid for accidents
or illness, and basic skills required to
meet the health needs of the clients.

(d) Standard: Nursing staff. (1) Nurses
providing services in the facility must
have a current license to practice in
the State.

(2) The facility must employ or ar-
range for licensed nursing services suf-
ficient to care for clients health needs
including those clients with medical
care plans.

(3) The facility must utilize reg-
istered nurses as appropriate and re-
quired by State law to perform the
health services specified in this sec-
tion.

(4) If the facility utilizes only li-
censed practical or vocational nurses
to provide health services, it must have
a formal arrangement with a registered
nurse to be available for verbal or on-
site consultation to the licensed prac-
tical or vocational nurse.

(5) Non-licensed nursing personnel
who work with clients under a medical
care plan must do so under the super-
vision of licensed persons.

(e) Standard: Dental services. (1) The
facility must provide or make arrange-
ments for comprehensive diagnostic
and treatment services for each client
from qualified personnel, including li-
censed dentists and dental hygienists
either through organized dental serv-
ices in-house or through arrangement.
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(2) If appropriate, dental profes-
sionals must participate, in the devel-
opment, review and update of an indi-
vidual program plan as part of the
interdisciplinary process either in per-
son or through written report to the
interdisciplinary team.

(3) The facility must provide edu-
cation and training in the maintenance
of oral health.

(f) Standard: Comprehensive dental di-
agnostic services. Comprehensive dental
diagnostic services include—

(1) A complete extraoral and
intraoral examination, using all diag-
nostic aids necessary to properly evalu-
ate the client’s oral condition, not
later than one month after admission
to the facility (unless the examination
was completed within twelve months
before admission);

(2) Periodic examination and diag-
nosis performed at least annually, in-
cluding radiographs when indicated
and detection of manifestations of sys-
temic disease; and

(3) A review of the results of exam-
ination and entry of the results in the
client’s dental record.

(g) Standard: Comprehensive dental
treatment. The facility must ensure
comprehensive dental treatment serv-
ices that include—

(1) The availability for emergency
dental treatment on a 24-hour-a-day
basis by a licensed dentist; and

(2) Dental care needed for relief of
pain and infections, restoration of
teeth, and maintenance of dental
health.

(h) Standard: Documentation of dental
services. (1) If the facility maintains an
in-house dental service, the facility
must keep a permanent dental record
for each client, with a dental summary
maintained in the client’s living unit.

(2) If the facility does not maintain
an in-house dental service, the facility
must obtain a dental summary of the
results of dental visits and maintain
the summary in the client’s living
unit.

(i) Standard: Pharmacy services. The
facility must provide or make arrange-
ments for the provision of routine and
emergency drugs and biologicals to its
clients. Drugs and biologicals may be
obtained from community or contract
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pharmacists or the facility may main-
tain a licensed pharmacy.

(J) Standard: Drug regimen review. (1)
A pharmacist with input from the
interdisciplinary team must review the
drug regimen of each client at least
quarterly.

(2) The pharmacist must report any
irregularities in clients’ drug regimens
to the prescribing physician and inter-
disciplinary team.

(3) The pharmacist must prepare a
record of each client’s drug regimen re-
views and the facility must maintain
that record.

(4) An individual medication admin-
istration record must be maintained
for each client.

(5) As appropriate the pharmacist
must participate in the development,
implementation, and review of each
client’s individual program plan either
in person or through written report to
the interdisciplinary team.

(k) Standard: Drug administration. The
facility must have an organized system
for drug administration that identifies
each drug up to the point of adminis-
tration. The system must assure that—

(1) All drugs are administered in
compliance with the physician’s orders;

(2) All drugs, including those that are
self-administered, are administered
without error;

(3) Unlicensed personnel are allowed
to administer drugs only if State law
permits;

(4) Clients are taught how to admin-
ister their own medications if the
interdisciplinary team determines that
self administration of medications is
an appropriate objective, and if the
physician does not specify otherwise;

(5) The client’s physician is informed
of the interdisciplinary team’s decision
that self-administration of medications
is an objective for the client;

(6) No client self-administers medica-
tions until he or she demonstrates the
competency to do so;

(7) Drugs used by clients while not
under the direct care of the facility are
packaged and labeled in accordance
with State law; and

(8) Drug administration errors and
adverse drug reactions are recorded
and reported immediately to a physi-
cian.

419



§483.470

(I) Standard: Drug storage and record-
keeping. (1) The facility must store
drugs under proper conditions of sani-
tation, temperature, light, humidity,
and security.

(2) The facility must keep all drugs
and biologicals locked except when
being prepared for administration.
Only authorized persons may have ac-
cess to the keys to the drug storage
area. Clients who have been trained to
self administer drugs in accordance
with §483.460(k)(4) may have access to
keys to their individual drug supply.

(3) The facility must maintain
records of the receipt and disposition of
all controlled drugs.

(4) The facility must, on a sample
basis, periodically reconcile the receipt
and disposition of all controlled drugs
in schedules Il through IV (drugs sub-
ject to the Comprehensive Drug Abuse
Prevention and Control Act of 1970, 21
U.S.C. 801 et seq., as implemented by 21
CFR part 308).

(5) If the facility maintains a li-
censed pharmacy, the facility must
comply with the regulations for con-
trolled drugs.

(m) Standard: Drug labeling. (1) Label-
ing of drugs and biologicals must—

(i) Be based on currently accepted
professional principles and practices;
and

(ii) Include the appropriate accessory
and cautionary instructions, as well as
the expiration date, if applicable.

(2) The facility must remove from
use—

(i) Outdated drugs; and

(i) Drug containers with worn, illegi-
ble, or missing labels.

(3) Drugs and biologicals packaged in
containers designated for a particular
client must be immediately removed
from the client’s current medication
supply if discontinued by the physi-
cian.

(n) Standard: Laboratory services. (1) If
a facility chooses to provide laboratory
services, the laboratory must meet the
requirements specified in part 493 of
this chapter.

(2) If the laboratory chooses to refer
specimens for testing to another lab-
oratory, the referral laboratory must
be certified in the appropriate special-
ties and subspecialities of service in ac-
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cordance with the requirements of part
493 of this chapter.

[53 FR 20496, June 3, 1988, as amended at 57
FR 7136, Feb. 28, 1992]

§483.470 Condition of participation:
Physical environment.

(a) Standard: Client living environment.
(1) The facility must not house clients
of grossly different ages, developmen-
tal levels, and social needs in close
physical or social proximity unless the
housing is planned to promote the
growth and development of all those
housed together.

(2) The facility must not segregate
clients solely on the basis of their
physical disabilities. It must integrate
clients who have ambulation deficits or
who are deaf, blind, or have seizure dis-
orders, etc., with others of comparable
social and intellectual development.

(b) Standard: Client bedrooms. (1) Bed-
rooms must—

(i) Be rooms that have at least one
outside wall;

(ii) Be equipped with or located near
toilet and bathing facilities;

(iii) Accommodate no more than four
clients unless granted a variance under
paragraph (b)(3) of this section;

(iv) Measure at least 60 square feet
per client in multiple client bedrooms
and at least 80 square feet in single cli-
ent bedrooms; and

(v) In all facilities initially certified,
or in buildings constructed or with
major renovations or conversions on or
after October 3, 1988, have walls that
extend from floor to ceiling.

(2) If a bedroom is below grade level,
it must have a window that—

(i) Is usable as a second means of es-
cape by the client(s) occupying the
room; and

(i) Is no more than 44 inches (meas-
ured to the window sill) above the floor
unless the facility is surveyed under
the Health Care Occupancy Chapter of
the Life Safety Code, in which case the
window must be no more than 36 inches
(measured to the window sill) above
the floor.

(3) The survey agency may grant a
variance from the limit of four clients
per room only if a physician who is a
member of the interdisciplinary team
and who is a qualified mental retarda-
tion professional—
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(i) Certifies that each client to be
placed in a bedroom housing more than
four persons is so severely medically
impaired as to require direct and con-
tinuous monitoring during sleeping
hours; and

(if) Documents the reasons why hous-
ing in a room of only four or fewer per-
sons would not be medically feasible.

(4) The facility must provide each cli-
ent with—

(i) A separate bed of proper size and
height for the convenience of the cli-
ent;

(ii) A clean, comfortable, mattress;

(iii) Bedding appropriate to the
weather and climate; and

(iv) Functional furniture appropriate
to the client’s needs, and individual
closet space in the client’s bedroom
with clothes racks and shelves acces-
sible to the client.

(c) Standard: Storage space in bedroom.
The facility must provide—

(1) Space and equipment for daily
out-of-bed activity for all clients who
are not yet mobile, except those who
have a short-term illness or those few
clients for whom out-of-bed activity is
a threat to health and safety; and

(2) Suitable storage space, accessible
to clients, for personal possessions,
such as TVs, radios, prosthetic equip-
ment and clothing.

(d) Standard: Client bathrooms. The fa-
cility must—

(1) Provide toilet and bathing facili-
ties appropriate in number, size, and
design to meet the needs of the clients;

(2) Provide for individual privacy in
toilets, bathtubs, and showers; and

(3) In areas of the facility where cli-
ents who have not been trained to reg-
ulate water temperature are exposed to
hot water, ensure that the temperature
of the water does not exceed 110° Fahr-
enheit.

(e) Standard: Heating and ventilation.
(1) Each client bedroom in the facility
must have—

(i) At least one window to the out-
side; and

(ii) Direct outside ventilation by
means of windows, air conditioning, or
mechanical ventilation.

(2) The facility must—

(i) Maintain the temperature and hu-
midity within a normal comfort range
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by heating, air conditioning or other
means; and

(if) Ensure that the heating appara-
tus does not constitute a burn or
smoke hazard to clients.

(f) Standard: Floors. The facility must
have—

(1) Floors that have a resilient, non-
abrasive, and slip-resistant surface;

(2) Nonabrasive carpeting, if the area
used by clients is carpeted and serves
clients who lie on the floor or ambulate
with parts of their bodies, other than
feet, touching the floor; and

(3) Exposed floor surfaces and floor
coverings that promote mobility in
areas used by clients, and promote
maintenance of sanitary conditions.

(g) Standard: Space and equipment.
The facility must—

(1) Provide sufficient space and
equipment in dining, living, health
services, recreation, and program areas
(including adequately equipped and
sound treated areas for hearing and
other evaluations if they are conducted
in the facility) to enable staff to pro-
vide clients with needed services as re-
quired by this subpart and as identified
in each client’s individual program
plan.

(2) Furnish, maintain in good repair,
and teach clients to use and to make
informed choices about the use of den-
tures, eyeglasses, hearing and other
communications aids, braces, and other
devices identified by the interdiscipli-
nary team as needed by the client.

(3) Provide adequate clean linen and
dirty linen storage areas.

(h) Standard: Emergency plan and pro-
cedures. (1) The facility must develop
and implement detailed written plans
and procedures to meet all potential
emergencies and disasters such as fire,
severe weather, and missing clients.

(2) The facility must communicate,
periodically review, make the plan
available, and provide training to the
staff.

(i) Standard: Evacuation drills. (1) The
facility must hold evacuation drills at
least quarterly for each shift of person-
nel and under varied conditions to—

(i) Ensure that all personnel on all
shifts are trained to perform assigned
tasks;
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(ii) Ensure that all personnel on all
shifts are familiar with the use of the
facility’s fire protection features; and

(iii) Evaluate the effectiveness of
emergency and disaster plans and pro-
cedures.

(2) The facility must—

(i) Actually evacuate clients during
at least one drill each year on each
shift;

(if) Make special provisions for the
evacuation of clients with physical dis-
abilities;

(iii) File a report and evaluation on
each evacuation drill;

(iv) Investigate all problems with
evacuation drills, including accidents,
and take corrective action; and

(v) During fire drills, clients may be
evacuated to a safe area in facilities
certified under the Health Care Occu-
pancies Chapter of the Life Safety
Code.

(3) Facilities must meet the require-
ments of paragraphs (i)(1) and (2) of
this section for any live-in and relief
staff they utilize.

(J) Standard: Fire protection—(1) Gen-
eral. (i) Except as specified in para-
graph (j)(2) of this section, the facility
must meet the applicable provisions of
either the Health Care Occupancies
Chapters or the Residential Board and
Care Occupancies Chapter of the Life
Safety Code (LSC) of the National Fire
Protection Association, 1985 edition,
which is incorporated by reference.2

(if) The State survey agency may
apply a single chapter of the LSC to
the entire facility or may apply dif-
ferent chapters to different buildings

2Incorporation of the 1985 edition of the
National Fire Protection Association’s Life
Safety Code (published February 7, 1985;
ANSI/NFPA 101) was approved by the Direc-
tor of the Federal Register in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 that
govern the use of incorporations by ref-
erence. The Code is available for inspection
at the Office of the Federal Register Infor-
mation Center, 800 North Capitol Street,
NW., suite 700, Washington, DC. Copies may
be obtained from the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, Batterymarch Park, Quin-
cy, Mass. 02269.

If any changes in this Code are also to be
incorporated by reference, a notice to that
effect will be published in the Federal Reg-
ister.
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or parts of buildings as permitted by
the LSC.

(iii) A facility that meets the LSC
definition of a residential board and
care occupancy and that has 16 or
fewer beds, must have its evacuation
capability evaluated in accordance
with the Evacuation Difficulty Index of
the LSC (appendix F).

(2) Exceptions. (i) For facilities that
meet the LSC definition of a health
care occupancy:

(A) The State survey agency may
waive, for a period it considers appro-
priate, specific provisions of the LSC
if—

(1) The waiver would not adversely
affect the health and safety of the cli-
ents; and

(2) Rigid application of specific provi-
sions would result in an unreasonable
hardship for the facility.

(B) The State survey agency may
apply the State’s fire and safety code
instead of the LSC if the Secretary
finds that the State has a code imposed
by State law that adequately protects
a facility’s clients.

(C) Compliance on November 26, 1982
with the 1967 edition of the LSC or
compliance on April 18, 1986 with the
1981 edition of the LSC, with or with-
out waivers, is considered to be compli-
ance with this standard as long as the
facility continues to remain in compli-
ance with that edition of the Code.

(ii) For facilities that meet the LSC
definition of a residential board and
care occupancy and that have more
than 16 beds, the State survey agency
may apply the State’s fire and safety
code as specified in paragraph (j)(2)(B)
of this section.

(k) Standard:
must—

(1) Use lead-free paint inside the fa-
cility; and

(2) Remove or cover interior paint or
plaster containing lead so that it is not
accessible to clients.

(I) Standard: Infection control.

(1) The facility must provide a sani-
tary environment to avoid sources and
transmission of infections. There must
be an active program for the preven-
tion, control, and investigation of in-
fection and communicable diseases.

Paint. The facility
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(2) The facility must implement suc-
cessful corrective action in affected
problem areas.

(3) The facility must maintain a
record of incidents and corrective ac-
tions related to infections.

(4) The facility must prohibit em-
ployees with symptoms or signs of a
communicable disease from direct con-
tact with clients and their food.

§483.480 Condition of participation:
Dietetic services.

(a) Standard: Food and nutrition serv-
ices. (1) Each client must receive a
nourishing, well-balanced diet includ-
ing modified and specially-prescribed
diets.

(2) A qualified dietitian must be em-
ployed either full-time, part-time, or
on a consultant basis at the facility’s
discretion.

(3) If a qualified dietitian is not em-
ployed full-time, the facility must des-
ignate a person to serve as the director
of food services.

(4) The client’s interdisciplinary
team, including a qualified dietitian
and physician, must prescribe all modi-
fied and special diets including those
used as a part of a program to manage
inappropriate client behavior.

(5) Foods proposed for use as a pri-
mary reinforcement of adaptive behav-
ior are evaluated in light of the client’s
nutritional status and needs.

(6) Unless otherwise specified by med-
ical needs, the diet must be prepared at
least in accordance with the latest edi-
tion of the recommended dietary allow-
ances of the Food and Nutrition Board
of the National Research Council, Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, adjusted
for age, sex, disability and activity.

(b) Standard: Meal services. (1) Each
client must receive at least three
meals daily, at regular times com-
parable to normal mealtimes in the
community with—

(i) Not more than 14 hours between a
substantial evening meal and breakfast
of the following day, except on week-
ends and holidays when a nourishing
snack is provided at bedtime, 16 hours
may elapse between a substantial
evening meal and breakfast; and

(ii) Not less than 10 hours between
breakfast and the evening meal of the
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same day, except as provided under
paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section.

(2) Food must be served—

(i) In appropriate quantity;

(ii) At appropriate temperature;

(iii) In a form consistent with the de-
velopmental level of the client; and

(iv) With appropriate utensils.

(3) Food served to clients individ-
ually and uneaten must be discarded.

(c) Standard: Menus. (1) Menus must—

(i) Be prepared in advance;

(i) Provide a variety of foods at each
meal;

(iii) Be different for the same days of
each week and adjusted for seasonal
changes; and

(iv) Include the average portion sizes
for menu items.

(2) Menus for food actually served
must be kept on file for 30 days.

(d) Standard: Dining areas and service.

The facility must—

(1) Serve meals for all clients, includ-
ing persons with ambulation deficits,
in dining areas, unless otherwise speci-
fied by the interdisciplinary team or a
physician;

(2) Provide table service for all cli-
ents who can and will eat at a table, in-
cluding clients in wheelchairs;

(3) Equip areas with tables, chairs,
eating utensils, and dishes designed to
meet the developmental needs of each
client;

(4) Supervise and staff dining rooms
adequately to direct self-help dining
procedure, to assure that each client
receives enough food and to assure that
each client eats in a manner consistent
with his or her developmental level:
and

(5) Ensure that each client eats in an
upright position, unless otherwise spec-
ified by the interdisciplinary team or a
physician.

PART 484—CONDITIONS OF PAR-
TICIPATION: HOME HEALTH
AGENCIES

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.

484.1 Basis and scope.

484.2 Definitions.

484.4 Personnel qualifications.
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