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or handler, respectively, in such dis-
trict: Provided, That no person, if he
handles potatoes, shall be eligible for
selection as a producer member on said
committee unless 51 percent or more of
the potatoes handled by him during the
then current fiscal year were of his
own production, or unless such person
is an officer or employee of a produc-
er’s cooperative marketing association.

[19 FR 8683, Dec. 18, 1954, as amended at 33
FR 8503, June 8, 1968]

§ 953.16 Term of office.
(a) The term of office for committee

members and alternates shall, except
as otherwise specified, be for 1 year.
The dates on which such term of office
shall begin and end shall be established
by the Secretary pursuant to the com-
mittee’s recommendations, and the
term of office may be extended or
shortened, including that of the then
current membership, to accord there-
with.

(b) Committee members and alter-
nates shall serve during the term of of-
fice for which they are selected and
have qualified, or during that portion
thereof, beginning on the date on
which they qualify during such term of
office and continuing until the end
thereof, and until their successors are
selected and have qualified.

[33 FR 8503, June 8, 1968]

§ 953.18 Nominations.
The Secretary may select members

of the committee and alternates from
nominations which may be made in the
following manner:

(a) A meeting or meetings of produc-
ers and handlers shall be held by the
committee for each district to des-
ignate nominees for members and al-
ternates to the committee;

(b) At least one nominee shall be des-
ignated for each position as member
and for each position as alternate
member on the committee;

(c) The names of nominees shall be
supplied to the Secretary in such man-
ner and form as he may prescribe, not
later than September 15 of each year,
or by such other date as may be speci-
fied by the Secretary;

(d) Only producers may participate in
designating producer nominees and

only handlers may participate in des-
ignating handler nominees. Any person
who operates in more than one district
or is engaged in producing and han-
dling potatoes, shall elect the classi-
fication (i.e., producer or handler), and
the district within which he desires to
participate in designating nominees;

(e) Regardless of the number of dis-
tricts in which a person produces or
handles potatoes, each such person is
entitled to cast only one vote on behalf
of himself, his agents, subsidiaries, af-
filiates, and representatives in des-
ignating nominees for committee mem-
bers and alternates. An eligible voter’s
privilege of casting only one vote as
aforesaid shall be construed to permit
a voter to cast one vote for each posi-
tion to be filled in the district in which
he elects to vote.

[33 FR 8503, June 8, 1968]

§ 953.19 Selection.
(a) The Secretary shall select one

producer member in and for each of
Districts 1, 2, and 3, and two producer
members in and for each of Districts 4
and 5 from nominees submitted pursu-
ant to § 953.18 or from other eligible
persons. In addition, he shall similarly
select one handler member from each
district. The respective alternates shall
be selected on the same basis of rep-
resentation as the members.

(b) The term of office of the commit-
tee members and alternates for Dis-
trict No. 6 shall be terminated upon de-
letion of such district from the produc-
tion area.

(c) For the 1968–69 term of office the
second producer member and his alter-
nate for each of Districts No. 4 and 5
shall be selected as soon as practicable
after deletion of District No. 6 from the
production area. Nomination meetings
shall be held for these positions pursu-
ant to § 953.18 and the selections shall
be made pursuant to this section for
the remainder of the 1968–69 term of of-
fice.

[33 FR 8504, June 8, 1968]

§ 953.20 Failure to nominate.
If nominations are not made within

the time and in the manner specified
by the Secretary pursuant to § 953.18,
the Secretary may, without regard to
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nominations, select the members and
alternate members of the committee,
which selection shall be on the basis of
the representation provided for in
§ 953.19.

§ 953.21 Acceptance.
Any person selected by the Secretary

as a member or as an alternate member
of the committee shall qualify by filing
a written acceptance with the Sec-
retary within the time specified by the
Secretary.

[33 FR 8504, June 8, 1968]

§ 953.22 Vacancies.
To fill any vacancy occasioned by the

failure of any person selected as a
member or as an alternate member of
the committee to qualify, or in the
event of the death, removal, resigna-
tion, or disqualification of any quali-
fied member or alternate member, a
successor for his unexpired term may
be selected by the Secretary from
nominations made in the manner speci-
fied in § 953.18, or the Secretary may se-
lect such member or alternate member
from previously unselected nominees
on the current nominee list from the
district involved. If the names of nomi-
nees to fill any such vacancy are not
made available to the Secretary within
30 days after such vacancy occurs, the
Secretary may fill such vacancy with-
out regard to nominations, which se-
lection shall be made on the basis of
the representation provided for in
§ 953.19.

§ 953.23 Alternate members.
An alternate member of the commit-

tee shall act in the place and stead of
the member for whom he is alternate
during such member’s absence. In the
event of death, removal, resignation, or
disqualification of a member, his alter-
nate shall act for him until a successor
for the unexpired term of such member
is selected and has qualified.

§ 953.24 Procedure.
(a) Nine members shall constitute a

quorum of the committee and any ac-
tion of the committee shall require
nine concurring votes.

(b) The committee may provide pro-
cedure for meeting by telephone, tele-

graph, or other means of communica-
tions, and any vote cast at such a
meeting shall be confirmed promptly
in writing: Provided, That if an assem-
bled meeting of the committee is held
all votes shall be cast in person.

§ 953.25 Expenses and compensation.
Committee members and alternates

when acting on committee business
shall be reimbursed for reasonable ex-
penses necessarily incurred by them in
the performance of their duties and in
the exercise of committee powers
under this subpart. In addition, they
may receive reasonable compensation
at a rate recommended by the commit-
tee and approved by the Secretary.

[33 FR 8504, June 8, 1968]

§ 953.26 Powers.
The committee shall have the follow-

ing powers:
(a) To administer the provisions of

this subpart in accordance with its
terms;

(b) To make rules and regulations to
effectuate the terms and provisions of
this subpart;

(c) To receive, investigate, and report
to the Secretary complaints of viola-
tion of the provisions of this subpart;
and

(d) To recommend to the Secretary
amendments to this subpart.

§ 953.27 Duties.
It shall be the duty of the committee:
(a) To act as intermediary between

the Secretary and any producer or han-
dler;

(b) To keep minutes, books, and
records which clearly reflect all of the
acts and transactions of the committee
and such minutes, books, and records
shall be subject to examination at any
time by the Secretary or his authorized
agent or representative;

(c) To investigate, from time to time,
and to assemble data on the growing,
harvesting, shipping, and marketing
conditions with respect to potatoes,
and to engage in such research and
service activities which relate to the
handling or marketing of potatoes as
may be approved by the Secretary;

(d) To furnish to the Secretary such
available information as he may re-
quest;
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