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time in which to file a reply brief that
was initially granted to the appellant
to file his or her brief. The time to file
a reply brief commences from the date
upon which the appellant’s brief was
due, as originally set or extended by
the Board. The Board, upon written
motion, may extend the period for fil-
ing a brief or a reply brief for up to 90
days for good cause shown. In its dis-
cretion, the Board may consider a brief
that has been filed out of time. All
briefs, filings, and motions filed in con-
junction with an appeal shall include
proof of service on the opposing party.

(2) Appeal from decision of a Service of-
ficer. Briefs in support of or in opposi-
tion to an appeal from a decision of a
Service officer shall be filed directly
with the office of the Service having
administrative control over the file in
accordance with a briefing schedule set
by that office. The alien shall be pro-
vided 30 days in which to file a brief,
unless a shorter period is specified by
the Service officer from whose decision
the appeal is taken. The Service shall
have the same period of time in which
to file a reply brief that was initially
granted to the alien to file his or her
brief. The time to file a reply brief
commences from the date upon which
the alien’s brief was due, as originally
set or extended. Upon written request
of the alien, the Service officer from
whose decision the appeal is taken or
the Board may extend the period for
filing a brief for good cause shown. The
Board may authorize the filing of briefs
directly with the Board. In its discre-
tion, the Board may consider a brief
that has been filed out of time. All
briefs and other documents filed in
conjunction with an appeal, unless
filed by an alien directly with a Serv-
ice office, shall include proof of service
on the opposing party.

(d) Effect of certification. The certifi-
cation of a case, as provided in this
part, shall not relieve the party af-
fected from compliance with the provi-
sions of this section in the event that
he or she is entitled and desires to ap-
peal from an initial decision, nor shall
it serve to extend the time specified in
the applicable parts of this chapter for
the taking of an appeal.

(e) Effect of departure from the United
States. Departure from the United

States of a person who is the subject of
deportation proceedings, prior to the
taking of an appeal from a decision in
his or her case, shall constitute a waiv-
er of his or her right to appeal.

[61 FR 18906, Apr. 29, 1996]

§ 3.4 Withdrawal of appeal.
In any case in which an appeal has

been taken, the party taking the ap-
peal may file a written withdrawal
thereof with the office at which the no-
tice of appeal was filed. If the record in
the case has not been forwarded to the
Board on appeal in accordance with
§ 3.5, the decision made in the case
shall be final to the same extent as if
no appeal had been taken. If the record
has been forwarded on appeal, the with-
drawal of the appeal shall be forwarded
to the Board and, if no decision in the
case has been made on the appeal, the
record shall be returned and the initial
decision shall be final to the same ex-
tent as if no appeal had been taken. If
a decision on the appeal has been made
by the Board in the case, further action
shall be taken in accordance therewith.
Departure from the United States of a
person who is the subject of deporta-
tion proceedings subsequent to the tak-
ing of an appeal, but prior to a decision
thereon, shall constitute a withdrawal
of the appeal, and the initial decision
in the case shall be final to the same
extent as though no appeal had been
taken.

[61 FR 18907, Apr. 29, 1996]

§ 3.5 Forwarding of record on appeal.
(a) Appeal from decision of an Immigra-

tion Judge. If an appeal is taken from a
decision of an Immigration Judge, the
record of proceeding shall be forwarded
to the Board upon the request or the
order of the Board.

(b) Appeal from decision of a Service of-
ficer. If an appeal is taken from a deci-
sion of a Service officer, the record of
proceeding shall be forwarded to the
Board by the Service officer promptly
upon receipt of the briefs of the par-
ties, or upon expiration of the time al-
lowed for the submission of such briefs.
A Service officer need not forward such
an appeal to the Board, but may reopen
and reconsider any decision made by
the officer if the new decision will
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