AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Federal Aviation Administration, DOT

preceding the adjustment exceeds the
Consumer Price Index for the month of
June of the calendar year in which the
amount of such civil monetary penalty
was last set or adjusted pursuant to
law.

(c) Limitation on initial adjustment.
The initial adjustment of maximum
civil penalty or range of minimum and
maximum civil monetary penalties
made pursuant to this subpart does not
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exceed 10 percent of the statutory max-
imum civil penalty before an adjust-
ment under this subpart is made. This
limitation applies only to the initial
adjustment, effective on January 21,
1997.

(d) Inflation adjustment. Minimum and
maximum civil monetary penalties
within the jurisdiction of the FAA are
adjusted for inflation as follows:

MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM CIVIL PENALTIES—ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 21, 1997

. - Minimum pen- New adjusted | Maximum penalt New adjusted max-

United States Code Civil rgonetary penalty alty am?unt as minimun% pen- | amount aspof 10)/’ imunj1 penalty

citation lescription 10/53/% alty amount 26/96 amount

49 U.S.C. 5123(a) Violations of hazardous ma- | $250 per vio- | $250 per vio- | $25,000 per viola- | $27,500 per viola-
(changed 1990). terials transportation law lation per lation per tion per day. tion per day.

or regulations. day day

49 U.S.C. Violations of FAA statute or | N/A N/A $1,000 per viola- $1,100 per viola-
46301(a)(1) regulations by a person. tion per day or tion per day or
(1958). per flight. per flight.

49 U.S.C. Violations of FAA statute or N/A N/A $10,000 per viola- | $11,000 per viola-
46301(a)(2) regulations by a person tion per day or tion per day or
(changed 1987). operating an aircraft for per flight. per flight.

the transportation of pas-
sengers or property for
compensation.

49 U.S.C. Violations of FAA statute or N/A N/A $10,000 per viola- | $11,000 per viola-
46301(a)(3)(A) regulations involving the tion per day or tion per day or
(1974). transportation of hazard- per flight. per flight.

ous materials by air.

49 U.S.C. Violations of FAA statute or | N/A N/A $10,000 per viola- | $11,000 per viola-
463(a)(3)(B) regulations involving the tion per day or tion per day or
(1988). registration or recordation per flight. per flight.

under chapter 441 of air-
craft not used to provide
air transportation.

49 U.S.C. 46301(b) | Tampering with a smoke N/A N/A $2,000 per viola- $2,200 per viola-
(1987). alarm device. tion. tion.

49 U.S.C. 46302 Knowingly providing false in- | N/A N/A $10,000 per viola- | $11,000 per viola-
(1984). formation about alleged tion. tion.

violations involving the
special aircraft jurisdiction
of the United States.

49 U.S.C. 46303 Carrying a concealed deadly | N/A N/A $10,000 per viola- | $11,000 per viola-
(1984). or dangerous weapon. tion. tion.

[61 FR 67445, Dec. 20, 1996, as amended by
Amdt. No. 13-28, 62 FR 4134, Jan. 29, 1997]
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§14.01 Purpose of these rules.

The Equal Access to Justice Act, 5
U.S.C. 504 (the Act), provides for the
award of attorney fees and other ex-
penses to eligible individuals and enti-
ties who are parties to certain adminis-
trative proceedings (adversary adju-
dications) before the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). An eligible
party may receive an award when it
prevails over the FAA, unless the agen-
cy’s position in the proceeding was sub-
stantially justified or special cir-
cumstances make an award unjust. The
rules in this part describe the parties
eligible for awards and the proceedings
that are covered. They also explain
how to apply for awards, and the proce-
dures and standards that the FAA De-
cisionmaker will use to make them. As
used hereinafter, the term ‘‘agency”’
applies to the FAA.

§14.02 Proceedings covered.

(a) The Act applies to certain adver-
sary adjudications conducted by the
FAA. These are adjudications under 5
U.S.C. 554 in which the position of the
FAA is represented by an attorney or
other representative who enters an ap-
pearance and participates in the pro-
ceeding. This subpart applies to pro-
ceedings under 49 U.S.C. App. 1475 and
49 U.S.C. App. 1471(a).

(b) If a proceeding includes both mat-
ters covered by the Act and matters
specifically excluded from coverage,
any award made will include only fees
and expenses related to covered issues.

(c) Fees and other expenses may not
be awarded to a party for any portion
of the adversary adjudication in which
such party has unreasonably pro-
tracted the proceedings.

§14.03 Eligibility of applicants.

(a) To be eligible for an award of at-
torney fees and other expenses under
the Act, the applicant must be a party
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to the adversary adjudication for which
it seeks an award. The term ‘“‘party’ is
defined in 5 U.S.C. 551(3). The applicant
must show that it meets all conditions
or eligibility set out in this subpart
and in subpart B of this part.

(b) The types of eligible applicants
are as follows:

(1) An individual with a net worth of
not more than $2 million at the time
the adversary adjudication was initi-
ated;

(2) The sole owner of an unincor-
porated business who has a net worth
of not more than $7 million, including
both personal and business interests,
and not more than 500 employees at the
time the adversary adjudication was
initiated;

(3) A charitable or other tax-exempt
organization described in section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
(26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3)) with not more than
500 employees at the time the adver-
sary adjudication was initiated; and

(4) A cooperative association as de-
fined in section 15(a) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act (12 U.S.C. 1141j(a))
with not more than 500 employees at
the time the adversary adjudication
was initiated; and

(5) Any other partnership, corpora-
tion, association, or public or private
organization with a net worth of not
more than $7 million and not more
than 500 employees at the time the ad-
versary adjudication was initiated.

(c) For the purpose of eligibility, the
net worth and number of employees of
an applicant shall be determined as of
the date the proceeding was initiated.

(d) An applicant who owns an unin-
corporated business will be considered
an “‘individual” rather than a ‘‘sole
owner of an unincorporated business”
if the issues on which the applicant
prevails are related primarily to per-
sonal interests rather than to business
interest.

(e) The employees of an applicant in-
clude all persons who regularly per-
form services for remuneration for the
applicant, under the applicant’s direc-
tion and control. Part-time employees
shall be included on a proportional
basis.

(f) The net worth and number of em-
ployees of the applicant and all of its
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affiliates shall be aggregated to deter-
mine eligibility. Any individual, cor-
poration, or other entity that directly
or indirectly controls or owns a major-
ity of the voting shares or other inter-
est of the applicant, or any corporation
or other entity of which the applicant
directly or indirectly owns or controls
a majority of the voting shares or
other interest, will be considered an af-
filiate for purposes of this part, unless
the administrative law judge deter-
mines that such treatment would be
unjust and contrary to the purposes of
the Act in light of the actual relation-
ship between the affiliated entities. In
addition, the administrative law judge
may determine that financial relation-
ships of the applicant, other than those
described in this paragraph, constitute
special circumstances that would make
an award unjust.

(g) An applicant that participates in
a proceeding primarily on behalf of one
or more other persons or entities that
would be ineligible if not itself eligible
for an award.

§14.04 Standards for awards.

(a) A prevailing applicant may re-
ceive an award for attorney fees and
other expenses incurred in connection
with a proceeding, or in a significant
and discrete substantive portion of the
proceeding, unless the position of the
agency over which the applicant has
prevailed was substantially justified.
Whether or not the position of the FAA
was substantially justified shall be de-
termined on the basis of the record (in-
cluding the record with respect to the
action or failure to act by the agency
upon which the civil action is based)
which was made in the civil action for
which fees and other expenses are
sought. The burden of proof that an
award should not be made to an eligi-
ble prevailing applicant is on the agen-
cy counsel, who may avoid an award by
showing that the agency’s position was
reasonable in law and fact.

(b) An award will be reduced or de-
nied if the applicant has unduly or un-
reasonably protracted the proceeding
or if special circumstances make the
award sought unjust.
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8§14.05 Allowance fees and expenses.

(a) Awards will be based on rates cus-
tomarily charged by persons engaged
in the business of acting as attorneys,
agents, and expert witnesses, even if
the services were made available with-
out charge or at a reduced rate to the
applicant.

(b) No award for the fee of an attor-
ney or agent under these rules may ex-
ceed $75 per hour. No award to com-
pensate an expert witness may exceed
the highest rate at which the agency
pays expert witnesses. However, an
award may also include the reasonable
expenses of the attorney, agent, or wit-
ness as a separate item, if the attor-
ney, agent, or witness ordinarily
charges clients separately for such ex-
penses.

(c) In determining the reasonableness
of the fee sought for an attorney,
agent, or expert witness, the adminis-
trative law judge shall consider the fol-
lowing:

(1) If the attorney, agent, or witness
is in private practice, his or her cus-
tomary fee for similar services, or if an
employee of the applicant, the fully al-
located cost of the services;

(2) The prevailing rate for similar
services in the community in which the
attorney, agent, or witness ordinarily
performs services;

(3) The time actually spent in the
representation of the applicant;

(4) The time reasonably spent in light
of the difficulty or complexity of the
issues in the proceeding; and

(5) Such other factors as may bear on
the value of the services provided.

(d) The reasonable cost of any study,
analysis, engineering report, test,
project, or similar matter prepared on
behalf of a party may be awarded, to
the extent that the charge for the serv-
ice does not exceed the prevailing rate
for similar services, and the study or
other matter was necessary for prepa-
ration of the applicant’s case.

(e) Fees may be awarded only for
work performed after the issuance of a
complaint.

[Amdt. 13-18, 53 FR 34655, Sept. 7, 1988, as
amended by Amdt. 14-1, 55 FR 15131, Apr. 20,
1990]
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Subpart B—Information Required
From Applicants

§14.10 Contents of application.

(@) An application for an award of
fees and expenses under the Act shall
identify the applicant and the proceed-
ing for which an award is sought. The
application shall show that the appli-
cant has prevailed and identify the po-
sition of the agency in the proceeding
that the applicant alleges was not sub-
stantially justified. Unless the appli-
cant is an individual, the application
shall also state the number of employ-
ees of the applicant and describe brief-
ly the type and purpose of its organiza-
tion or business.

(b) The application shall also include
a statement that the applicant’s net
worth does not exceed $2 million (if an
individual) or $7 million (for all other
applicants, including their affiliates)
at the time the adversary adjudication
was initiated. However, an applicant
may omit this statement if:

(1) It attaches a copy of a ruling by
the Internal Revenue Service that it
qualifies as an organization described
in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code (26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3)), or in the
case of a tax-exempt organization not
required to obtain a ruling from the In-
ternal Revenue Service on its exempt
status, a statement that describes the
basis for the applicant’s belief that it
qualifies under such section; or

(2) It states that it is a cooperative
association as defined in section 15(a)
of the Agricultural Marketing Act (12
U.S.C. 1141j(a)).

(c) The application shall state the
amount of fees and expenses for which
an award is sought.

(d) The application may also include
any other matters that the applicant
wishes this agency to consider in deter-
mining whether and in what amount an
award should be made.

(e) The application shall be signed by
the applicant or an authorized officer
or attorney for the applicant. It shall
also contain or be accompanied by a
written verification under oath or
under penalty of perjury that the infor-
mation provided in the application is
true and correct.

(f) If the applicant is a partnership,
corporation, association, organization,
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or sole owner of an unincorporated
business, the application shall state
that the applicant did not have more
than 500 employees at the time the ad-
versary adjudication was initiated, giv-
ing the number of its employees and
describing briefly the type and purpose
of its organization or business.

8§14.11 Net worth exhibit.

(a) Each applicant except a qualified
tax-exempt organization or cooperative
association must provide with its ap-
plication a detailed exhibit showing
the net worth of the applicant and any
affiliates when the proceeding was ini-
tiated. If any individual, corporation,
or other entity directly or indirectly
controls or owns a majority of the vot-
ing shares or other interest of the ap-
plicant, or if the applicant directly or
indirectly owns or controls a majority
of the voting shares or other interest of
any corporation or other entity, the
exhibit must include a showing of the
net worth of all such affiliates or of the
applicant including the affiliates. The
exhibit may be in any form convenient
to the applicant that provides full dis-
closure of the applicant’s and its affili-
ates’ assets and liabilities and is suffi-
cient to determine whether the appli-
cant qualifies under the standards in
this part. The administrative law judge
may require an applicant to file addi-
tional information to determine the
eligibility for an award.

(b) The net worth exhibit shall de-
scribe any transfers of assets from, or
obligations incurred by, the applicant
or any affiliate, occurring in the one-
year period prior to the date on which
the proceeding was initiated, that re-
duced the net worth of the applicant
and its affiliates below the applicable
net worth ceiling. If there were no such
transactions, the applicant shall so
state.

(c) Ordinarily, the net worth exhibit
will be included in the public record of
the proceeding. However, an applicant
that objects to public disclosure of in-
formation in any portion of the exhibit
and believes there are legal grounds for
withholding it from disclosure may
submit that portion of the exhibit di-
rectly to the administrative law judge
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in a sealed envelope labeled ‘‘Confiden-
tial Financial Information,” accom-
panied by a motion to withhold the in-
formation from public disclosure. The
motion shall describe the information
sought to be withheld and explain, in
detail, why it falls within one or more
of the specific exemptions from manda-
tory disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(1)-(9),
why public disclosure of the informa-
tion would adversely affect the appli-
cant, and why disclosure is not re-
quired in the public interest. The mate-
rial in question shall be served on
counsel representing the agency
against which the applicant seeks an
award, but need not be served on any
other party to the proceeding. If the
administrative law judge finds that the
information should not be withheld
from disclosure, it shall be placed in
the public record of the proceeding.
Otherwise, any request to inspect or
copy the exhibit shall be disposed of in
accordance with the FAA’s established
procedures under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act as implemented by 49 CFR
part 7, appendix C of the FAA'’s rules.

§14.12 Documentation of fees and ex-
penses.

The application shall be accompanied
by full documentation of the fees and
expenses, including the cost of any
study, analysis, engineering report,
test, project or similar matter, for
which an award is sought. A separate
itemized statement shall be submitted
for each professional firm or individual
whose services are covered by the ap-
plication, showing the hours spent in
connection with the proceedings by
each individual, a description of the
specific services performed, the rate at
which each fee has been computed, any
expenses for which reimbursement is
sought, the total amount claimed, and
the total amount paid or payable by
the applicant or by any other person or
entity for the services provided. The
administrative law judge may require
the applicant to provide vouchers, re-
ceipts, or other substantiation for any
expenses claimed.
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Subpart C—Procedures for
Considering Applications

§14.20 When an application may be
filed.

(a) An application may be filed when-
ever the applicant has prevailed in the
proceeding, but in no case later than 30
days after the FAA Decisionmaker’s
final disposition of the proceeding.

(b) If review or reconsideration is
sought or taken of a decision to which
an applicant believes it has prevailed,
proceedings for the award of fees shall
be stayed pending final disposition of
the underlying controversy.

(c) For purposes of this rule, final
disposition means the later of:

(1) The date on which an unappealed
initial decision becomes administra-
tively final;

(2) Issuance of an order disposing of
any petitions for reconsideration of the
FAA Decisionmaker’s Final order in
the proceeding;

(3) If no petition for reconsideration
is filed, the last date on which such a
petition could have been filed; or

(4) Issuance of a final order or any
other final resolution of a proceeding,
such as a settlement or voluntary dis-
missal, which is not subject to a peti-
tion for reconsideration.

8§14.21 Filing and service of docu-
ments.

Any application for an award or
other pleading or document related to
an application shall be filed and served
on all parties to the proceeding in the
same manner as other pleadings in the
proceeding, except as provided in
§14.11(b) for confidential financial in-
formation.

§14.22 Answer to application.

(a) Within 30 days after service of an
application, counsel representing the
agency against which an award is
sought may file an answer to the appli-
cation. Unless agency counsel requests
an extension of time for filing or files
a statement of intent to negotiate
under paragraph (b) of the section, fail-
ure to file an answer within the 30-day
period may be treated as a consent to
the award requested.
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(b) If agency counsel and the appli-
cant believe that the issues in the fee
application can be settled, they may
jointly file a statement of their intent
to negotiate a settlement. The filing of
this statement shall extend the time
for filing an answer for an additional 30
days, and further extensions may be
granted by the administrative Ilaw
judge upon request by agency counsel
and the applicant.

(c) The answer shall explain in detail
any objections to the award requested
and identify the facts relied on in sup-
port of agency counsel’s position. If the
answer is based on any alleged facts
not already in the record of the pro-
ceeding, agency counsel shall include
with the answer either supporting affi-
davits or a request for further proceed-
ings under §14.26.

§14.23 Reply.

Within 15 days after service of an an-
swer, the applicant may file a reply. If
the reply is based on any alleged facts
not already in the record of the pro-
ceeding, the applicant shall include
with the reply either supporting affida-
vits or a request for further proceed-
ings under §14.26.

§14.24 Comments by other parties.

Any party to a proceeding other than
the applicant and agency counsel may
file comments on an application within
30 days after it is served or on an an-
swer within 15 days after it is served. A
commenting party may not participate
further in proceedings on the applica-
tion unless the administrative law
judge determines that the public inter-
est requires such participation in order
to permit full exploration of matters
raised in the comments.

§14.25 Settlement.

The applicant and agency counsel
may agree on a proposed settlement of
the award before final action on the ap-
plication, either in connection with a
settlement of the underlying proceed-
ing, or after the underlying proceeding
has been concluded. If a prevailing
party and agency counsel agree on a
proposed settlement of an award before
an application has been filed, the appli-
cation shall be filed with the proposed
settlement.
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8§14.26 Further proceedings.

(@) Ordinarily the determination of
an award will be made on the basis of
the written record; however, on request
of either the applicant or agency coun-
sel, or on his or her own initiative, the
administrative law judge assigned to
the matter may order further proceed-
ings, such as an informal conference,
oral argument, additional written sub-
missions, or an evidentiary hearing.
Such further proceedings shall be held
only when necessary for full and fair
resolution of the issues arising from
the application and shall be conducted
as promptly as possible.

(b) A request that the administrative
law judge order further proceedings
under this section shall specifically
identify the information sought or the
disputed issues and shall explain why
the additional proceedings are nec-
essary to resolve the issues.

§14.27 Decision.

The administrative law judge shall
issue an initial decision on the applica-
tion within 60 days after completion of
proceedings on the application. The de-
cision shall include written findings
and conclusions on the applicant’s eli-
gibility and status as a prevailing
party and an explanation of the rea-
sons for any difference between the
amount requested and the amount
awarded. The decision shall also in-
clude, if at issue, findings on whether
the agency’s position was substantially
justified, whether the applicant unduly
protracted the proceedings, or whether
special circumstances make an award
unjust.

§14.28 Review by FAA decisionmaker.

Either the applicant or the FAA
counsel may seek review of the initial
decision on the fee application in ac-
cordance with subpart G of part 13 of
the Federal Aviation Regulations, spe-
cifically 14 CFR 13.233. Additionally,
the FAA Decisionmaker may decide to
review the decision on its own initia-
tive. If neither the applicant nor the
agency counsel seeks review within 30
days after the decision is issued, it
shall become final. Whether to review a
decision is a matter within the discre-
tion of the FAA Decisionmaker. If re-
view is taken, the FAA Decisionmaker
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will issue a final decision on the appli-
cation or remand the application to the
administrative law judge who issued
the initial fee award determination for
further proceedings.

§14.29 Judicial review.

If an applicant is dissatisfied with
the determination of fees and other ex-
penses made under this subsection,
pursuant 5 U.S.C. 504(c)(2), that appli-
cant may, within thirty (30) days after
the determination is made, appeal the
determination to the court of the
United States having jurisdiction to re-
view the merits of the underlying deci-
sion of the FAA adversary adjudica-
tion. The court’s determination on any
appeal heard under this paragraph
shall be based solely on the factual
record made before the FAA. The court
may modify the determination of fees
and other expenses only if the court
finds that the failure to make an award
of fees and other expenses, or the cal-
culation of the amount of the award,
was unsupported by substantial evi-
dence.

§14.30 Payment of award.

An applicant seeking payment of an
award shall submit to the disbursing
official of the FAA a copy of the FAA
Decisionmaker’s final decision grant-
ing the award, accompanied by a state-
ment that the applicant will not seek
review of the decision in the United
States courts. Applications for award
grants in cases involving the FAA shall
be sent to: The Office of Accounting
and Audit, AAA-1, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence Ave-
nue, SW., Washington, DC 20591. The
agency will pay the amount awarded to
the applicant within 60 days, unless ju-
dicial review of the award or of the un-
derlying decision of the adversary ad-
judication has been sought by the ap-
plicant or any other party to the pro-
ceeding.

PART 15—ADMINISTRATIVE CLAIMS
UNDER FEDERAL TORT CLAIMS ACT

Subpart A—General Procedures

Sec.
15.1 Scope of regulations.
15.3 Administrative claim, when presented;
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appropriate office.
15.5 Administrative claim, who may file.
15.7 Administrative claims; evidence and in-
formation to be submitted.

15.9 Investigation and examination.

Subpart B—Indemnification Under Section
1118 of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958

15.101 Applicability.
15.103 Exclusions.
15.105 Filing of requests for indemnifica-
tion.
15.107 Notification requirements.
15.109 Settlements.
15.111 Conduct of litigation.
15.113 Indemnification agreements.
15.115 Payment.
AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 U.S.C. 2672, 2675;
49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44721.

Subpart A—General Procedures

SouRcE: Docket No. 25264, 52 FR 18171, May
13, 1987, unless otherwise noted.

§15.1 Scope of regulations.

(a) These regulations apply to claims
asserted under the Federal Tort Claims
Act, as amended, for money damages
against the United States for injury to,
or loss of property, or for personal in-
jury or death, caused by the negligent
or wrongful act or omission of an em-
ployee of the FAA acting within the
scope of office or employment. The reg-
ulations in this part supplement the
Attorney General’s regulations in 28
CFR Part 14, as amended. The regula-
tions in 28 CFR Part 14, as amended,
and the regulations in this part apply
to consideration by the FAA of admin-
istrative claims under the Federal Tort
Claims Act.

§15.3 Administrative claim, when pre-
sented; appropriate office.

(a) A claim is deemed to have been
presented when the FAA receives, at a
place designated in paragraph (b) of
this section, an executed Standard
Form 95 or other written notification
of an incident, accompanied by a claim
for money damages in a sum certain
for injury to, or loss of, property or for
personal injury or death, alleged to
have occurred by reason of the inci-
dent. A claim which should have been
presented to the FAA but which was
mistakenly filed with another Federal
agency, is deemed presented to the
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