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55.103 Transactions among licensees/permit-
tees.

55.104 Certified copy of license or permit.
55.105 Distributions to nonlicensees and

nonpermittees.
55.106 Certain prohibited distributions.
55.107 Record of transactions.
55.108 Importation.
55.109 Identification of explosive materials.

Subpart G—Records and Reports

55.121 General.
55.122 Records maintained by licensed im-

porters.
55.123 Records maintained by licensed man-

ufacturers.
55.124 Records maintained by licensed deal-

ers.
55.125 Records maintained by licensed man-

ufacturers-limited and permittees.
55.126 Explosives transaction record.
55.127 Daily summary of magazine trans-

actions.
55.128 Discontinuance of business.
55.129 Exportation.
55.130 [Reserved]

Subpart H—Exemptions

55.141 Exemptions.
55.142 Relief from disabilities incurred by

indictment, information or conviction.

Subpart I—Unlawful Acts, Penalties,
Seizures, and Forfeitures

55.161 Engaging in business without a li-
cense.

55.162 False statement or representation.
55.163 False entry in record.
55.164 Unlawful storage.
55.165 Failure to report theft or loss.
55.166 Seizure or forfeiture.

Subpart J—Marking of Plastic Explosives

55.180 Prohibitions relating to unmarked
plastic explosives.

55.181 Reporting of plastic explosives.
55.182 Exceptions.
55.183 Importations of plastic explosives on

or after April 24, 1997.
55.184 Statements of process and samples.
55.185 Criminal sanctions.
55.186 Seizure or forfeiture.

Subpart K—Storage

55.201 General.
55.202 Classes of explosive materials.
55.203 Types of magazines.
55.204 Inspection of magazines.
55.205 Movement of explosive materials.
55.206 Location of magazines.
55.207 Construction of type 1 magazines.
55.208 Construction of type 2 magazines.
55.209 Construction of type 3 magazines.

55.210 Construction of type 4 magazines.
55.211 Construction of type 5 magazines.
55.212 Smoking and open flames.
55.213 Quantity and storage restrictions.
55.214 Storage within types 1, 2, 3, and 4

magazines.
55.215 Housekeeping.
55.216 Repair of magazines.
55.217 Lighting.
55.218 Table of distances for storage of ex-

plosive materials.
55.219 Table of distances for storage of low

explosives.
55.220 Table of separation distances of am-

monium nitrate and blasting agents from
explosives or blasting agents.

55.221 Requirements for special fireworks,
pyrotechnic compositions, and explosive
materials used in assembling fireworks.

55.222 Table of distances between fireworks
process buildings and between fireworks
process and fireworks nonprocess build-
ings.

55.223 Table of distances between fireworks
process buildings and other specified
areas.

55.224 Table of distances for the storage of
special fireworks (except bulk salutes).

AUTHORITY: 18 U.S.C. 847.

SOURCE: T.D. ATF–87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7,
1981, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Introduction
§ 55.1 Scope of regulations.

(a) In general. The regulations con-
tained in this part relate to commerce
in explosives and implement Title XI,
Regulation of Explosives (18 U.S.C.
Chapter 40; 84 Stat. 952), of the Orga-
nized Crime Control Act of 1970 (84
Stat. 922), Public Law 103–322 (108 Stat.
1796), and Public Law 104–132 (110 Stat.
1214).

(b) Procedural and substantive require-
ments. This part contains the proce-
dural and substantive requirements
relative to:

(1) The interstate or foreign com-
merce in explosive materials;

(2) The licensing of manufacturers
and importers of, and dealers in, explo-
sive materials;

(3) The issuance of user permits;
(4) The conduct of business by licens-

ees and operations by permittees;
(5) The storage of explosive mate-

rials;
(6) The records and reports required

of licensees and permittees;
(7) Relief from disabilities under this

part;
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(8) Exemptions, unlawful acts, pen-
alties, seizures, and forfeitures; and

(9) The marking of plastic explosives.

[T.D. ATF–87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as
amended by T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17449, Apr.
6, 1995; T.D. ATF–387, 62 FR 8376, Feb. 25,
1997]

§ 55.2 Relation to other provisions of
law.

The provisions in this part are in ad-
dition to, and are not in lieu of, any
other provision of law, or regulations,
respecting commerce in explosive ma-
terials. For regulations applicable to
commerce in firearms and ammuni-
tion, see Part 178 of this chapter. For
regulations applicable to traffic in ma-
chine guns, destructive devices, and
certain other firearms, see Part 179 of
this chapter. For statutes applicable to
the registration and licensing of per-
sons engaged in the business of manu-
facturing, importing or exporting
arms, ammunition, or implements of
war, see section 38 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778), and regula-
tions of Part 47 of this chapter and in
Parts 121 through 128 of Title 22, Code
of Federal Regulations. For statutes
applicable to nonmailable materials,
see 18 U.S.C. 1716 and implementing
regulations. For statutes applicable to
water quality standards, see 33 U.S.C.
1341.

Subpart B—Definitions
§ 55.11 Meaning of terms.

When used in this part, terms are de-
fined as follows in this section. Words
in the plural form include the singular,
and vice versa, and words indicating
the masculine gender include the femi-
nine. The terms ‘‘includes’’ and ‘‘in-
cluding’’ do not exclude other things
not named which are in the same gen-
eral class or are otherwise within the
scope of the term defined.

Act. 18 U.S.C. Chapter 40.
Ammunition. Small arms ammunition

or cartridge cases, primers, bullets, or
smokeless propellants designed for use
in small arms, including percussion
caps, and 3/32 inch and other external
burning pyrotechnic hobby fuses. The
term does not include black powder.

Approved storage facility. A place
where explosive materials are stored,

consisting of one or more approved
magazines, conforming to the require-
ments of this part and covered by a li-
cense or permit issued under this part.

Artificial barricade. An artificial
mound or revetted wall of earth of a
minimum thickness of three feet, or
any other approved barricade that of-
fers equivalent protection.

ATF officer. An officer or employee
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF) authorized to perform
any function relating to the adminis-
tration or enforcement of this part.

Barricaded. The effective screening of
a magazine containing explosive mate-
rials from another magazine, a build-
ing, a railway, or a highway, either by
a natural barricade or by a artificial
barricade. To be properly barricaded, a
straight line from the top of any side-
wall of the magazine containing explo-
sive materials to the eave line of any
other magazine or building, or to a
point 12 feet above the center of a rail-
way or highway, will pass through the
natural or artificial barricade.

Blasting agent. Any material or mix-
ture, consisting of fuel and oxidizer,
that is intended for blasting and not
otherwise defined as an explosive; if
the finished product, as mixed for use
or shipment, cannot be detonated by
means of a number 8 test blasting cap
when unconfined. A number 8 test
blasting cap is one containing 2 grams
of a mixture of 80 percent mercury ful-
minate and 20 percent potassium chlo-
rate, or a blasting cap of equivalent
strength. An equivalent strength cap
comprises 0.40–0.45 grams of PETN base
charge pressed in an aluminum shell
with bottom thickness not to exceed to
0.03 of an inch, to a specific gravity of
not less than 1.4 g/cc., and primed with
standard weights of primer depending
on the manufacturer.

Bulk salutes. Salute components prior
to final assembly into aerial shells, and
finished salute shells held separately
prior to being packed with other types
of special fireworks.

Bullet-sensitive explosive materials. Ex-
plosive materials that can be exploded
by 150-grain M2 ball ammunition hav-
ing a nominal muzzle velocity of 2700
fps (824 mps) when fired from a .30 cali-
ber rifle at a distance of 100 ft (30.5 m),
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