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English, Spanish, Haitian-Creole and
other languages, as necessary, which
may be used in providing workers with
such information.

WAGES AND PAYROLL STANDARDS

§ 500.80 Payroll records required.
(a) Each farm labor contractor, agri-

cultural employer and agricultural as-
sociation which employs any migrant
or seasonal agricultural worker shall
make and keep the following records
with respect to each worker including
the name, permanent address, and So-
cial Security number:

(1) The basis on which wages, are
paid;

(2) The number of piecework units
earned, if paid on a piecework basis;

(3) The number of hours worked;
(4) The total pay period earnings;
(5) The specific sums withheld and

the purpose of each sum withheld; and
(6) The net pay.
(b) Each farm labor contractor, agri-

cultural employer and agricultural as-
sociation which employs any migrant
or seasonal agricultural worker shall
preserve all payroll records with re-
spect to each such worker for a period
of three years.

(c) When a farm labor contractor fur-
nishes any migrant or seasonal agricul-
tural worker, and the farm labor con-
tractor is the employer, the farm labor
contractor must furnish the agricul-
tural employer, agricultural associa-
tion or other farm labor contractor to
whom the workers are furnished, a
copy of all payroll records required
under paragraph (a) of this section
which the farm labor contractor has
made regarding such worker for that
place of employment. The person re-
ceiving such records shall maintain
them for a period of three years.

(d) In addition to making records of
this payroll information, the farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer and agricultural association
shall provide each migrant or seasonal
agricultural worker employed with an
itemized written statement of this in-
formation at the time of payment for
each pay period which must be no less
often than every two weeks (or semi-
monthly). Such statement shall also
include the employer’s name, address,

and employer indentification number
assigned by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. This responsibility does not re-
quire needless duplication such as
would occur if each provided the work-
er with a written itemized statement
for the same work.

§ 500.81 Payment of wages when due.

Each farm labor contractor, agricul-
tural employer and agricultural asso-
ciation which employs any migrant or
seasonal agricultural worker must pay
the wages owed such worker when due.
In meeting this responsibility, the
farm labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer and agricultural association
shall pay the worker no less often than
every two weeks (or semi-monthly).

Subpart D—Motor Vehicle Safety
and Insurance for Transpor-
tation of Migrant and Sea-
sonal Agricultural Workers,
Housing Safety and Health for
Migrant Workers

MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY

§ 500.100 Vehicle safety obligations.

(a) General obligations. Each farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer and agricultural association
which uses, or causes to be used, any
vehicle to transport a migrant or sea-
sonal agricultural worker shall ensure
that such vehicle conforms to vehicle
safety standards prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Labor under the Act and with
other applicable Federal and State
safety standards. Each farm labor con-
tractor, agricultural employer and ag-
ricultural association shall also ensure
that each driver of any such vehicle
has a currently valid motor vehicle op-
erator’s permit or license, as provided
by applicable State law, to operate the
vehicle.

(b) Proof of compliance with vehicle
safety standards. Prima facie evidence
that safety standards have been met
will be shown by the presence of a cur-
rent State vehicle inspection sticker.
Such sticker will not, however, relieve
the farm labor contractor, agricultural
employer or agricultural association
from responsibility for maintaining the
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vehicle in accordance with § 500.104 or
§ 500.105, as applicable.

(c) Uses or causes to be used. The term
‘‘uses or causes to be used’’ as set forth
in paragraph (a) of this section does
not include carpooling arrangements
made by the workers themselves, using
one of the workers’ own vehicles. How-
ever, carpooling does not include any
transportation arrangement in which a
farm labor contractor participates or
which is specifically directed or re-
quested by an agricultural employer or
an agricultural association.

§ 500.101 Promulgation and adoption
of vehicle standards.

(a) General. All transportation of mi-
grant and seasonal agricultural work-
ers, whether on the farm or on the
road, shall be subject to the vehicle
safety standards of the Act, except for
activities under the circumstances set
out in § 500.103.

(b) Compliance required. Any violation
of the standards promulgated by the
Secretary in § 500.104 or adopted by the
Secretary in § 500.105 shall be a viola-
tion of the Act and these regulations.

(c) Development of Department of Labor
Standards. In developing the regula-
tions in § 500.104, the Secretary has con-
sidered among other factors: (1) The
type of vehicle used, (2) the passenger
capacity of the vehicle, (3) the distance
which such workers will be carried in
the vehicle, (4) the type of roads and
highways on which such workers will
be carried in the vehicle, and (5) the ex-
tent to which a proposed standard
would cause an undue burden on agri-
cultural employers, agricultural asso-
ciations, or farm labor contractors.

(d) Adoption of Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) Standards. In accord-
ance with section 401(b)(2)(C) of the
Act, the Secretary has adopted in
§ 500.105 of these regulations, the DOT
standards, without regard to the mile-
age and boundary limitations estab-
lished in 49 U.S.C. 3102(c).

§ 500.102 Applicability of vehicle safety
standards.

(a) Any passenger automobile or sta-
tion wagon used or caused to be used
by any farm labor contractor, agricul-
tural employer or agricultural associa-
tion to transport any migrant or sea-

sonal agricultural worker shall meet
the vehicle safety standards prescribed
in § 500.104.

(b) Any vehicle, other than a pas-
senger automobile or station wagon,
used or caused to be used by any farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association to
transport any migrant or seasonal ag-
ricultural worker pursuant to a day-
haul operation shall be subject to the
safety standards prescribed under
§ 500.105.

(c) Any vehicle, other than a pas-
senger automobile or station wagon,
which has been or is being used or
caused to be used for any trip of a dis-
tance greater than 75 miles by a farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association to
transport any migrant or seasonal ag-
ricultural worker, shall be subject to
the safety standards prescribed under
§ 500.105. One trip may have numerous
intermediate stops.

(d) Any vehicle, other than a pas-
senger automobile or station wagon,
used or caused to be used by any farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association to
transport any migrant or seasonal ag-
ricultural worker in any manner not
addressed by paragraphs (a), (b), or (c)
of this section shall meet the vehicle
safety standards prescribed in § 500.104.

(e) The use or intended use of a vehi-
cle, other than a passenger automobile
or station wagon, for transportation of
the type identified in § 500.102(b) or
§ 500.102(c) will make the vehicle sub-
ject to the standards prescribed under
§ 500.105, so long as the vehicle is used
for transportation subject to the Act
and these regulations.

(f) Any pickup truck used only for
transportation subject to § 500.104 when
transporting passengers only within
the cab shall be treated as a station
wagon.

(g) Pursuant to section 401(b)(2)(C) of
the Act, standards prescribed by the
Secretary shall be in addition to, and
shall not supersede nor modify, any
standards prescribed under part II of
the Interstate Commerce Act and any
successor provision of subtitle IV of
title 49, U.S. Code or the regulations
issued thereunder which is independ-
ently applicable to transportation to
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which this section applies. A violation
of any such standard shall also con-
stitute a violation of the Act and these
regulations.

[48 FR 36741, Aug. 12, 1983; 48 FR 38380, Aug.
23, 1983]

§ 500.103 Activities not subject to vehi-
cle safety standards.

(a) Agricultural machinery and equip-
ment excluded. Vehicle safety standards
or insurance requirements issued under
the Act and these regulations do not
apply to the transportation of any sea-
sonal or migrant agricultural worker
on a tractor, combine, harvester, pick-
er, other similar machinery and equip-
ment while such worker is actually en-
gaged in the planting, cultivating, or
harvesting of any agricultural com-
modity or the care of livestock or poul-
try. This exclusion applies only to
workers carrying out these activities
on such machinery and equipment or
being engaged in transportation inci-
dental thereto. The exclusion does not
include the use of such machinery for
the transportation of any worker under
any other circumstances.

(b) Exclusion for immediate family
transporting family members. The stand-
ards of this subpart do not apply to an
individual migrant or seasonal agricul-
tural worker when the only other occu-
pants of that individual’s vehicle con-
sist of his immediate family members
as defined in § 500.20(o).

(c) Carpooling. Vehicle safety stand-
ards or insurance requirements of the
Act and these regulations do not apply
to carpooling arrangements made by
the workers themselves, using one of
the workers’ own vehicles and not spe-
cifically directed or requested by an
agricultural employer or agricultural
association. Carpooling, however, does
not include any transportation ar-
rangement in which a farm labor con-
tractor participates.
(See also § 500.120)

§ 500.104 Department of Labor stand-
ards for passenger automobiles and
station wagons and transportation
of seventy-five miles or less.

Any farm labor contractor, agricul-
tural employer or agricultural associa-
tion providing transportation in pas-
senger automobilies and station wag-

ons and other vehicles used only for
transportation as provided in
§ 500.102(a) and (d) shall comply with
the following vehicle safety standards:

(a) External lights. Head lights, tail
lights, stop lights, back-up lights, turn
signals and hazard warning lights shall
be operable.

(b) Brakes. Every vehicle shall be
equipped with operable brakes for stop-
ping and holding on an incline. Brake
systems shall be free of leaks.

(c) Tires. Tires shall have at least

2/32 inch tread depth, and have no
cracks/defects in the sidewall.

(d) Steering. The steering wheel and
associated mechanism shall be main-
tained so as to safely and accurately
turn the vehicles.

(e) Horn. Vehicles shall have an oper-
able air or electric horn.

(f) Mirrors. Mirrors shall provide the
driver full vision of the sides and to the
rear of the vehicle.

(g) Windshields/windshield wipers.
Windshields and windows may not have
cracks or opaque obstructions which
obscure vision. Vehicles shall be
equipped with windshield wipers that
are operational to allow the operator
full frontal vision in all weather condi-
tions.

(h) Fuel system. Fuel lines and the
fuel tank shall be free of leaks. The
tank shall be fitted with a cap to se-
curely cover the filling opening.

(i) Exhaust system. The exhaust sys-
tem shall discharge carbon monoxide
away from the passenger compartment
and be free of leaks beneath the pas-
senger compartment.

(j) Ventilation. Windows will be oper-
ational to allow fresh air to the occu-
pants of the vehicle.

(k) Safe loading. Vehicles will not be
driven when loaded beyond the manu-
facturer’s gross vehicle weight rating.

(l) Seats. A seat securely fastened to
the vehicle will be provided for each
occupant or rider in, or on, any vehicle,
except that transportation which is
primarily on private farm roads will be
excused from this requirement pro-
vided the total distance traveled does
not exceed ten (10) miles, and so long
as the trip begins and ends on a farm
owned or operated by the same em-
ployer.
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(m) Handles and latches. Door handles
and latches shall be provided and main-
tained to allow exiting capability for
vehicle occupants.

(n) Passenger compartment. Floor and
sides of any part of the vehicle to be
occupied by passengers must be free of
openings, rusted areas or other defects
which are likely to result in injury to
passengers.

§ 500.105 DOT standards adopted by
the Secretary.

(a) Any farm labor contractor, agri-
cultural employer or agricultural asso-
ciation providing transportation in ve-
hicles other than passenger auto-
mobiles and station wagons used for
transportation as provided in § 500.102
(b), (c), and (e) shall comply with the
motor carrier safety standards listed in
paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The Secretary for the purposes of
this section has adopted from 49 CFR
part 398 the following pertinent stand-
ards. (In adopting these standards, edi-
torial changes necessitated by the Act
and these regulations have been made
to conform the language to these regu-
lations):

(1) Qualification of drivers or operators
(Source: 49 CFR 398.3)—(i) Compliance re-
quired. Every person subject to this Act
who drives a motor vehicle or is re-
sponsible for the hiring, supervision,
training, assignment or dispatching of
drivers shall comply and be conversant
with the requirements of this section.

(ii) Minimum physical requirements. No
such person shall drive, nor shall any
such person require or permit any per-
son to drive, any motor vehicle unless
such person possesses the following
minimum qualifications:

(A) No loss of foot, leg, hand or arm,
(B) No mental, nervous, organic, or

functional disease, likely to interfere
with safe driving.

(C) No loss of fingers, impairment of
use of foot, leg, fingers, hand or arm, or
other structural defect or limitation,
likely to interfere with safe driving.

(D) Eyesight. Visual acuity of at least
20/40 (Snellen) in each eye either with-
out glasses or by correction with glass-
es; form field of vision in the hori-
zontal meridian shall not be less than a
total of 140 degrees; ability to distin-
guish colors red, green and yellow;

drivers requiring correction by glasses
shall wear properly prescribed glasses
at all times when driving.

(E) Hearing. Hearing shall not be less
than 10/20 in the better ear, for con-
versational tones, without a hearing
aid.

(F) Liquor, narcotics and drugs. Shall
not be addicted to the use of narcotics
or habit forming drugs, or the exces-
sive use of alcoholic beverages or liq-
uors.

(G) Initial and periodic physical exam-
ination of drivers. No such person shall
drive nor shall any such person require
or permit any person to drive any
motor vehicle unless within the imme-
diately preceding 36-month period such
person shall have been physically ex-
amined and shall have been certified in
accordance with the provisions of para-
graph (b)(1)(ii)(H) of this section by a
licensed doctor of medicine or osteop-
athy as meeting the requirements of
this subsection.

(H) Certificate of physical examination.
Every person shall have in his files at
his principal place of business for every
driver employed or used by him a leg-
ible certificate of a licensed doctor of
medicine or osteopathy based on a
physical examination as required by
paragraph (b)(1)(ii)(G) of this section or
a legible photographically reproduced
copy thereof, and every driver shall
have in his possession while driving,
such a certificate or a photographically
reproduced copy thereof covering him-
self.

(I) Doctor’s certificate. The doctor’s
certificate shall certify as follows:

DOCTOR’S CERTIFICATE

(Driver of Migrant Workers)

This is to certify that I have this day ex-
amined —————— in accordance with
§ 398.3(b) of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations of the Federal Highway Admin-
istration and that I find him

Qualified under said rules b
Qualified only when wearing glasses b
I have kept on file in my office a com-

pleted examination.
(Date) ————————————————————
(Place) ———————————————————
————————————————————————

(Signature of examining doctor)
————————————————————————

(Address of doctor)
————————————————————————

VerDate 10<AUG>98 09:46 Aug 11, 1998 Jkt 179109 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\TEMP\179109T.XXX chick PsN: 179109T



35

Wage and Hour Division, Labor § 500.105

(Signature of driver)

————————————————————————
(Address of driver)

(iii) Minimum age and experience re-
quirements. No person shall drive, nor
shall any person require or permit any
person to drive, any motor vehicle un-
less such person possesses the following
minimum qualifications:

(A) Age. Minimum age shall be 21
years.

(B) Driving skill. Experience in driv-
ing some type of motor vehicle (includ-
ing private automobiles) for not less
than one year, including experience
throughout the four seasons.

(C) Knowledge of regulations. Famili-
arity with the rules and regulations
prescribed in this part pertaining to
the driving of motor vehicles.

(D) Knowledge of English. Every driv-
er shall be able to read and speak the
English language sufficiently to under-
stand highway traffic signs and signals
and directions given in English and to
respond to official inquiries.

(E) Driver’s permit. Possession of a
valid permit qualifying the driver to
operate the type of vehicle driven by
him in the jurisdiction by which the
permit is issued.

(2) Driving of motor vehicles (Source: 49
CFR 398.4)—(i) Compliance required.
Every person shall comply with the re-
quirements of this section, shall in-
struct its officers, agents, representa-
tives and drivers with respect thereto,
and shall take such measures as are
necessary to insure compliance there-
with by such persons. All officers,
agents, representatives, drivers, and
employees of persons subject to this
Act directly concerned with the man-
agement, maintenance, operation, or
driving of motor vehicles, shall comply
with and be conversant with the re-
quirements of this section.

(ii) Driving rules to be obeyed. Every
motor vehicle shall be driven in ac-
cordance with the laws, ordinances,
and regulations of the jurisdiction in
which it is being operated, unless such
laws, ordinances and regulations are at
variance with specific regulations of
the Federal Highway Administration,
which impose a greater affirmative ob-
ligation or restraint.

(iii) [Reserved]

(iv) Alcoholic beverages. No driver
shall drive or be required or permitted
to drive a motor vehicle, be in active
control of any such vehicle, or go on
duty or remain on duty, when under
the influence of any alcoholic beverage
or liquor, regardless of its alcoholic
content, nor shall any driver drink any
such beverage or liquor while on duty.

(v) Schedules to conform with speed lim-
its. No person shall permit nor require
the operation of any motor vehicle be-
tween points in such period of time as
would necessitate the vehicle being op-
erated at speeds greater than those
prescribed by the jurisdictions in or
through which the vehicle is being op-
erated.

(vi) Equipment and emergency devices.
No motor vehicle shall be driven unless
the driver thereof shall have satisfied
himself that the following parts, acces-
sories, and emergency devices are in
good working order; nor shall any driv-
er fail to use or make use of such parts,
assessories, and devices when and as
needed:

Service brakes, including trailer brake
connections.

Parking (hand) brake.
Steering mechanism.
Lighting devices and reflectors.
Tires.
Horn.
Windshield wiper or wipers.
Rear-vision mirror or mirrors.
Coupling devices.
Fire extinguisher, at least one properly

mounted.
Road warning devices, at least one red

burning fusee and at least three flares (oil
burning pot torches), red electric lanterns,
or red emergency reflectors.

(vii) Safe loading—(A) Distribution and
securing of load. No motor vehicle shall
be driven nor shall any motor carrier
permit or require any motor vehicle to
be driven if it is so loaded, or if the
load thereon is so improperly distrib-
uted or so inadequately secured, as to
prevent its safe operation.

(B) Doors, tarpaulins, tailgates and
other equipment. No motor vehicle shall
be driven unless the tailgate, tailboard,
tarpaulins, doors, all equipment and
rigging used in the operation of said
vehicle, and all means of fastening the
load, are securely in place.

(C) Interference with driver. No motor
vehicle shall be driven when any object
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obscures his view ahead, or to the right
or left sides, or to the rear, or inter-
feres with the free movement of his
arms or legs, or prevents his free and
ready access to the accessories re-
quired for emergencies, or prevents the
free and ready exit of any person from
the cab or driver’s compartment.

(D) Property on motor vehicles. No ve-
hicle transporting persons and prop-
erty shall be driven unless such prop-
erty is stowed in a manner which will
assure: (1) Unrestricted freedom of mo-
tion to the driver for proper operation
of the vehicle; (2) unobstructed passage
to all exits by any person; and (3) ade-
quate protection to passengers and oth-
ers from injury as a result of the dis-
placement or falling of such articles.

(E) Maximum passengers on motor vehi-
cles. No motor vehicle shall be driven if
the total number of passengers exceeds
the seating capacity which will be per-
mitted on seats prescribed in
§ 500.105(b)(3)(vi). All passengers carried
on such vehicle shall remain seated
while the motor vehicle is in motion.

(viii) Rest and meal stops. Every per-
son shall provide for reasonable rest
stops at least once between meal stops.
Meal stops shall be made at intervals
not to exceed six hours and shall be for
a period of not less than 30 minutes du-
ration.

(ix) Kinds of motor vehicles in which
workers may be transported. Workers
may be transported in or on only the
following types of motor vehicles: A
bus, a truck with no trailer attached,
or a semitrailer attached to a truck-
tractor provided that no other trailer
is attached to the semitrailer. Closed
vans without windows or means to as-
sure ventilation shall not be used.

(x) Limitation on distance of travel in
trucks. Any truck when used for the
transportation of migrant or seasonal
agricultural workers, if such workers
are being transported in excess of 600
miles, shall be stopped for a period of
not less than eight consecutive hours
either before or upon completion of 600
miles travel, and either before or upon
completion of any subsequent 600 miles
travel to provide rest for drivers and
passengers.

(xi) Lighting devices and reflectors. No
motor vehicle shall be driven when any
of the required lamps or reflectors are

obscured by the tailboard, by any and
all lighting devices required pursuant
to 49 U.S.C. 3102(c) shall be lighted dur-
ing darkness or at any other time when
there is not sufficient light to render
vehicles and persons visible upon the
highway at a distance of 500 feet.

(xii) Ignition of fuel; prevention. No
driver or other person shall: (A) Fuel a
motor vehicle with the engine running,
except when it is necessary to run the
engine to fuel the vehicle; (B) smoke or
expose any open flame in the vicinity
of a vehicle being fueled; (C) fuel a
motor vehicle unless the nozzle of the
fuel hose is continuously in contact
with the intake pipe of the fuel tank;
(D) permit any other person to engage
in such activities as would be likely to
result in fire or explosion.

(xiii) Reserve fuel. No supply of fuel
for the propulsion of any motor vehicle
or for the operation of any accessory
thereof shall be carried on the motor
vehicle except in a properly mounted
fuel tank or tanks.

(xiv) Driving by unauthorized person.
Except in case of emergency, no driver
shall permit a motor vehicle to which
he is assigned to be driven by any per-
son not authorized to drive such vehi-
cle.

(xv) Protection of passengers from
weather. No motor vehicle shall be driv-
en while transporting passengers un-
less the passengers therein are pro-
tected from inclement weather condi-
tions such as rain, snow, or sleet, by
use of the top or protective devices re-
quired by § 500.105(b)(3)(vi)(E).

(xvi) Unattended vehicles; precautions.
No motor vehicle shall be left unat-
tended by the driver until the parking
brake has been securely set, the wheels
chocked, and all reasonable pre-
cautions have been taken to prevent
the movement of such vehicle.

(xvii) Railroad grade crossings; stop-
ping required; sign on rear of vehicle.
Every motor vehicle shall, upon ap-
proaching any railroad grade crossing,
make a full stop not more than 50 feet,
nor less than 15 feet from the nearest
rail of such railroad grade crossing,
and shall not proceed until due caution
has been taken to ascertain that the
course is clear; except that a full stop
need not be made at:
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(A) A street car crossing within a
business or residence district of a mu-
nicipality;

(B) A railroad grade crossing where a
police officer or a traffic-control signal
(not a railroad flashing signal) directs
traffic to proceed:

(C) An abandoned or exempted grade
crossing which is clearly marked as
such by or with the consent of the
proper state authority, when such
marking can be read from the driver’s
position.
All such motor vehicles shall display a
sign on the rear reading, ‘‘This Vehicle
Stops at Railroad Crossings.’’

(3) Parts and accessories necessary
(Source: 49 CFR 398.5)—(i) Compliance.
Every person and its officers, agents,
drivers, representatives and employees
directly concerned with the installa-
tion and maintenance of equipment
and accessories shall comply and be
conversant with the requirements and
specifications of this part, and no per-
son shall operate any motor vehicle, or
cause or permit it to be operated, un-
less it is equipped in accordance with
said requirements and specifications.

(ii) Lighting devices. Every motor ve-
hicle shall be equipped with the light-
ing devices and reflectors required pur-
suant to 49 U.S.C. 3102 (c).

(iii) Brakes. Every motor vehicle
shall be equipped with brakes as re-
quired pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 3102 (c).

(iv) Coupling devices; fifth wheel
mounting and locking. The lower half of
every fifth wheel mounted on any
truck-tractor or dolly shall be securely
affixed to the frame thereof by U-bolts
of adequate size, securely tightened, or
by other means providing at least
equivalent security. Such U-bolts shall
not be of welded construction. The in-
stallation shall be such as not to cause
cracking, warping, or deformation of
the frame. Adequate means shall be
provided positively to prevent the
shifting of the lower half of a fifth
wheel on the frame to which it is at-
tached. The upper half of every fifth
wheel shall be fastened to the motor
vehicle with at least the security re-
quired for the securing of the lower
half to a truck-tractor or dolly. Lock-
ing means shall be provided in every
fifth wheel mechanism including
adapters when used, so that the upper

and lower halves may not be separated
without the operation of a positive
manual release. A release mechanism
operated by the driver from the cab
shall be deemed to meet this require-
ment. On fifth wheels designed and
constructed so as to be readly sepa-
rable, the fifth wheel locking devices
shall apply automatically on coupling
for any motor vehicle the date of man-
ufacture of which is subsequent to De-
cember 31, 1952.

(v) Tires. Every motor vehicle shall
be equipped with tires of adequate ca-
pacity to support its gross weight. No
motor vehicle shall be operated on
tires which have been worn so smooth
as to expose any tread fabric or which
have any other defect likely to cause
failure. No vehicle shall be operated
while transporting passengers while
using any tire which does not have
tread configurations on that part of
the tire which is in contact with the
road surface. No vehicle transporting
passengers shall be operated with re-
grooved, re-capped, or re-treaded tires
on front wheels.

(vi) Passenger compartment. Every
motor vehicle transporting passengers,
other than a bus, shall have a pas-
senger compartment meeting the fol-
lowing requirements:

(A) Floors. A substantially smooth
floor, without protruding obstructions
more than two inches high, except as
are necessary for securing seats or
other devices to the floor, and without
cracks or holes.

(B) Sides. Side walls and ends above
the floor at least 60 inches high, by at-
tachment of sideboards to the perma-
nent body construction if necessary.
Stake body construction shall be con-
strued to comply with this requirement
only if all six-inch or larger spaces be-
tween stakes are suitably closed to pre-
vent passengers from falling off the ve-
hicle.

(C) Nails, screws, splinters. The floor
and the interior of the sides and ends of
the passenger-carrying space shall be
free of inwardly protruding nails,
screws, splinters, or other projecting
objects likely to be injurious to pas-
sengers or their apparel.

(D) Seats. A seat shall be provided for
each worker transported. The seats
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shall be: Securely attached to the vehi-
cle during the course of transportation;
not less than 16 inches nor more than
19 inches above the floor; at least 13
inches deep; equipped with backrests
extending to a height of at least 36
inches above the floor, with at least 24
inches of space between the backrests
or between the edges of the opposite
seats when face to face; desinged to
provide at least 18 inches of seat for
each passenger; without cracks more
than two inches wide, and the exposed
surfaces, if made of wood, planed or
sanded smooth and free of splinters.

(E) Protection from weather. Whenever
necessary to protect the passengers
from inclement weather conditions, be
equipped with a top at least 80 inches
high above the floor and facilities for
closing the sides and ends of the pas-
senger-carrying compartment. Tarpau-
lins or other such removable devices
for protection from the weather shall
be secured in place.

(F) Exit. Adequate means of ingress
and egress to and from the passenger
space shall be provided on the rear or
at the right side. Such means of ingress
and egress shall be at least 18 inches
wide. The top and the clear opening
shall be at least 60 inches high, or as
high as the side wall of the passenger
space if less than 60 inches. The bottom
shall be at the floor of the passenger
space.

(G) Gates and doors. Gates or doors
shall be provided to close the means of
ingress and egress and each such gate
or door shall be equipped with at least
one latch or other fastening device of
such construction as to keep the gate
or door securely closed during the
course of transportation; and readily
operative without the use of tools.

(H) Ladders or steps. Ladders or steps
for the purpose of ingress or egress
shall be used when necessary. The max-
imum vertical spacing of footholds
shall not exceed 12 inches, except that
the lowest step may be not more than
18 inches above the ground when the
vehicle is empty.

(I) Hand holds. Hand holds or devices
for similar purpose shall be provided to
permit ingress and egress without haz-
ard to passengers.

(J) Emergency exit. Vehicles with per-
manently affixed roofs shall be

equipped with at least one emergency
exit having a gate or door, latch and
hand hold as prescribed in paragraphs
(b)(3)(vi) (G) and (I) of this section and
located on a side or rear not equipped
with the exit prescribed in paragraph
(b)(3)(vi)(F) of this section.

(K) Communication with driver. Means
shall be provided to enable the pas-
sengers to communicate with the driv-
er. Such means may include telephone,
speaker tubes, buzzers, pull cords, or
other mechanical or electrical means.

(vii) Protection from cold. Every motor
vehicle shall be provided with a safe
means of protecting passengers from
cold or undue exposure, but in no event
shall hearters of the following types be
used:

(A) Exhaust heaters. Any type of ex-
haust heater in which the engine ex-
haust gases are conducted into or
through any space occupied by persons
or any heater which conducts engine
compartment air into any such space.

(B) Unenclosed flame heaters. Any type
of heater employing a flame which is
not fully enclosed.

(C) Heaters permitting fuel leakage.
Any type of heater from the burner of
which there could be spillage or leak-
age of fuel upon the tilting or over-
turning of the vehicle in which it is
mounted.

(D) Heaters permitting air contamina-
tion. Any heater taking air, heated or
to be heated, from the engine compart-
ment or from direct contact with any
portion of the exhaust system; or any
heater taking air in ducts from the
outside atmosphere to be conveyed
through the engine compartment, un-
less said ducts are so constructed and
installed as to prevent contamination
of the air so conveyed by exhaust or
engine compartment gases.

(E) Any heater not securely fastened
to the vehicle.

(4) Hours of service of drivers; maximum
driving time (Source: 49 CFR 398.6). No
person shall drive nor shall any person
permit or require a driver employed or
used by it to drive or operate for more
than 10 hours in the aggregate (exclud-
ing rest stops and stops for meals) in
any period of 24 consecutive hours, un-
less such driver be afforded eight con-
secutive hours rest immediately fol-
lowing the 10 hours aggregate driving.
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The term ‘‘24 consecutive hours’’ as
used in this part means any such pe-
riod starting at the time the driver re-
ports for duty.

(5) Inspection and maintenance of
motor vehicles (Source: 49 CFR 398.7).
Every person shall systematically in-
spect and maintain or cause to be sys-
tematically maintained, all motor ve-
hicles and their accessories subject to
its control, to insure that such motor
vehicles and accessories are in safe and
proper operating condition.

[48 FR 36741, Aug. 12, 1983; 48 FR 38380, Aug.
23, 1983]

INSURANCE

§ 500.120 Insurance policy or liability
bond is required for each vehicle
used to transport any migrant or
seasonal agricultural worker.

A farm labor contractor, agricultural
employer or agricultural association
shall not transport any migrant or sea-
sonal agricultural worker or his prop-
erty in any vehicle such contractor,
employer or association owns, oper-
ates, controls, or causes to be operated
unless he has an insurance policy or li-
ability bond in effect which insures
against liability for damage to persons
or property arising from the ownership,
operation, or causing to be operated of
such vehicle. Generally, the owner or
lessor of the vehicle will be responsible
for providing the required insurance.
The insurance requirements do not
apply to vehicles involved in car-
pooling arrangements made by the
workers themselves, using one of the
workers’ own vehicles and not specifi-
cally directed or requested by an agri-
cultural employer or agricultural asso-
ciation. However, carpooling does not
include any transportation arrange-
ment in which a farm labor contractor
participates. Activities exempt from
transportation safety standards are
also exempt from insurance require-
ments. (See also § 500.103.)

§ 500.121 Coverage and level of insur-
ance required.

(a) Except where a liability bond pur-
suant to § 500.124 of this part has been
approved by the Secretary, a farm
labor contractor, agricultural em-
ployer or agricultural association

shall, in order to meet the insurance
requirements in § 500.120, obtain a pol-
icy of vehicle liability insurance.

(b) The amount of vehicle liability
insurance shall not be less than $100,000
for each seat in the vehicle, but in no
event is the total insurance required to
be more than $5,000,000 for any one ve-
hicle. The number of seats in the vehi-
cle shall be determined by reference to
§ 500.105(b)(3)(vi). See § 500.122 regarding
insurance requirements where State
workers’ compensation coverage is pro-
vided.

(c) The insurance to be obtained
under paragraph (a) of this section
shall be issued by an insurance carrier
licensed or otherwise authorized to do
business in the State in which the in-
surance is obtained.

(d) The vehicle liability insurance to
be obtained under paragraph (a) of this
section shall be endorsed to insure
against liability for personal injury to
employees whose transportation is not
covered by workers’ compensation in-
surance, and to persons who are not
employees; and for property damage as
specified in (b) of this section.

(e) An agricultural employer or agri-
cultural association may evidence the
purchase of liability insurance which
covers the workers while being trans-
ported, as required under paragraph (a)
by obtaining and making available
upon request to the Department of
Labor a completed liability certificate
of insurance showing that insurance
conforming to the limits required by
paragraph (b) and the coverage re-
quired by paragraph (d) of this section
is in effect. A farm labor contractor
must obtain such a certificate and pro-
vide a copy to the Administrator when
applying for authorization to transport
migrant or seasonal agricultural work-
ers.

(f) With respect to an agricultural
employer or agricultural association,
in the absence of the insurance certifi-
cate referred to under paragraph (e) of
this section, the Department of Labor
will look to the actual policy of insur-
ance in determining compliance with
the insurance requirements.

[48 FR 36741, Aug. 12, 1983, as amended at 57
FR 3905, Jan. 31, 1992; 61 FR 24866, May 16,
1996]
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§ 500.122 Adjustments in insurance re-
quirements when workers’ com-
pensation coverage is provided
under State law.

(a) If a farm labor contractor, agri-
cultural employer or agricultural asso-
ciation referred to in § 500.120 is the em-
ployer of a migrant or seasonal agricul-
tural worker for purposes of a State
workers’ compensation law and such
employer provides workers’ compensa-
tion coverage for such worker in the
case of bodily injury or death as pro-
vided by such State law, the following
adjustments in the insurance require-
ments relating to having an insurance
policy or liability bond apply:

(1) Except as provided in §500.123, no
vehicle liability insurance policy or li-
ability bond shall be required of the
employer, if such worker is transported
only under circumstances for which
there is coverage under such State law.

(2) A liability insurance policy or li-
ability bond shall be required of the
employer for circumstances under
which coverage for the transportation
of such worker is not provided under
such State law.

(b) [Reserved]
(c) A farm labor contractor, agricul-

tural employer or agricultural associa-
tion who is the employer of a migrant
or seasonal agricultural worker may
evidence the issuance of workers’ com-
pensation insurance and passenger in-
surance under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion by obtaining and making available
upon request to the Department of
Labor:

(1) A workers’ compensation coverage
policy of insurance; and

(2) A certificate of liability insurance
covering transportation of all pas-
sengers who are not employees and of
workers whose transportation by the
employer is not covered by workers’
compensation insurance. See § 500.121.

(d) In the absence of the insurance
certificate referred to under paragraph
(c)(2) of this section, the Department of
Labor will look to the actual policy of
insurance or liability bond in deter-
mining compliance with the Act and
these regulations.

[48 FR 36741, Aug. 12, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 30327, July 2, 1991; 61 FR 24866, May 16,
1996]

§ 500.123 Property damage insurance
required.

(a) When a person who is an employer
of a migrant or seasonal agricultural
worker provides workers’ compensa-
tion insurance which protects such
worker in the event of bodily injury or
death while the worker is being trans-
ported, such person must also obtain
insurance providing a minimum of
$50,000 for loss or damage in any one
accident to the property of others (ex-
cluding cargo), or evidence of a general
liability insurance policy that provides
the same protection.

(b) Such person may evidence the
purchase of motor carrier insurance or
other appropriate insurance providing
such property damage protection by
obtaining and making available upon
request to the Department of Labor a
vehicle or other liability certificate of
insurance showing that such person has
obtained the property damage insur-
ance required under paragraph (a) of
this section.

(c) In the absence of the insurance
certificate referred to in paragraph (b)
of this section, the Department of
Labor will look to the actual policy of
insurance in determining compliance
with paragraph (a) of this section.

§ 500.124 Liability bond in lieu of in-
surance policy.

Financial responsibility in lieu of in-
surance may be evidenced by a liability
bond executed as the ‘‘principal’’ by
the person who will be transporting a
migrant or seasonal agricultural work-
er, together with a third party identi-
fied in the instrument as the ‘‘surety’’,
to assure payment of any liability up
to $500,000 for damages to persons or
property arising out of such person’s
ownership of, operation of, or causing
to be operated any vehicle for the
transportation of such worker in con-
nection with the person’s business, ac-
tivities, or operations. The ‘‘surety’’
shall be one which appears on the list
contained in Treasury Department Cir-
cular 570, or which has been approved
by the Secretary under the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 (Pub. L. 93–406). Treasury Depart-
ment Circular 570 may be obtained
from the U.S. Treasury Department,
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Audit Staff, Bureau of Government Fi-
nancial Operations, Washington, DC
20226.

§ 500.125 Qualifications and eligibility
of insurance carrier or surety.

A policy of insurance or liability
bond does not satisfy the financial re-
sponsibility of requirements of the Act
and these regulations unless the in-
surer or surety furnishing the policy or
bond to any farm labor contractor, ag-
ricultural employer or agricultural as-
sociation is:

(a) Legally authorized to issue such
policies or bonds in the State in which
the transportation occurs; or

(b) Legally authorized to issue such
policies or bonds in the State in which
the farm labor contractor, agricultural
employer or agricultural association
has its principal place of business or
permanent residence and is willing to
designate a person upon whom process,
issued by or under the authority of any
court having jurisdiction of the subject
matter, may be served in any proceed-
ing at law or equity brought in any
State in which the transportation oc-
curs; or

(c) Legally authorized to issue such
policies or bonds in any State of the
United States and eligible as an excess
or surplus lines insurer in any State in
which business is written and is willing
to designate a person upon whom proc-
ess, issued by or under the authority of
any court having jurisdiction of the
subject matter, may be served in any
proceeding at law or equity brought in
any State in which the transportation
occurs.

§ 500.126 Duration of insurance or li-
ability bond.

Any insurance policy or liability
bond which is obtained pursuant to the
Act shall provide the required coverage
for the full period during which the
person shall be engaged in transporting
any migrant or seasonal agricultural
worker within the meaning of the Act.

§ 500.127 Limitations on cancellation
of insurance or liability bond of
registered farm labor contractors.

Any insurance policy or liability
bond obtained by a farm labor contrac-
tor who is required to register with the

Department of Labor shall provide that
it shall not be cancelled, rescinded, or
suspended, nor become void for any
reason whatsoever during such period
in which the insurance or liability
bond is required by the Act to be effec-
tive, except upon the expiration of the
term for which it is written; or unless
the parties desiring to cancel shall
have first given thirty (30) days notice
to the Administrator. The notice will
include a statement setting forth the
reason for cancellation, rescission, sus-
pension, or any other termination of
such policy or bond. The notice shall be
in writing and forwarded via certified
or registered mail, addressed to the Ad-
ministrator of the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, U.S. Department of Labor, Wash-
ington, DC 20210. Said thirty (30) days
notice shall commence to run from the
date notice is actually received by the
Administrator.

§ 500.128 Cancellation of insurance
policy or liability bond not relief
from insurance requirements.

Cancellation, rescission, suspension,
or any other termination of any insur-
ance policy or liability bond required
by the Act does not relieve a person
who transports or causes to be trans-
ported any migrant or seasonal agri-
cultural worker in any vehicle under

his ownership or control of the respon-
sibility to comply with the insurance
requirements specified in §§ 500.121,
500.122 and 500.123.

HOUSING SAFETY AND HEALTH

§ 500.130 Application and scope of
safety and health requirement.

(a) Each person who owns or controls
a facility or real property which is used
as housing for any migrant agricul-
tural worker must ensure that the fa-
cility or real property complies with
all substantive Federal and State safe-
ty and health standards applicable to
such housing. If more than one person
is involved in providing the housing for
any migrant agricultural worker (for
example, when an agricultural em-
ployer owns it and a farm labor con-
tractor or any other person operates
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it), both persons are responsible for en-
suring that the facility or real prop-
erty meets the applicable Federal and
State housing standards.

(b) A farm labor contractor, agricul-
tural employer, agricultural associa-
tion or any other person is deemed an
‘‘owner’’ of a housing facility or real
property if said person has a legal or
equitable interest in such facility or
real property.

(c) A farm labor contractor, agricul-
tural employer, agricultural associa-
tion or any other person is in ‘‘control’’
of a housing facility or real property,
regardless of the location of such facil-
ity, if said person is in charge of or has
the power or authority to oversee,
manage, superintend or administer the
housing facility or real property either
personally or through an authorized
agent or employee, irrespective of
whether compensation is paid for en-
gaging in any of the aforesaid capac-
ities.

(d) The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) is the
agency of the U.S. Department of
Labor which administers the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act (29 U.S.C.
651 et seq.) which provides for the estab-
lishment of safety and health stand-
ards generally.

(e) The Employment and Training
Administration (ETA) is the agency of
the U.S. Department of Labor which
administers the U.S. Employment
Service pursuant to the Wagner-Peyser
Act (29 U.S.C. 49 et seq.) including the
interstate clearance order system.

§ 500.131 Exclusion from housing safe-
ty and health requirement.

The housing safety and health re-
quirements do not apply to any person
who, in the ordinary course of that per-
son’s business, regularly provides hous-
ing on a commercial basis to the gen-
eral public and who provides housing to
any migrant agricultural worker of the
same character and on the same or
comparable terms and conditions as
provided to the general public. Migrant
labor housing shall not be brought
within this exception simply by offer-
ing lodging to the general public.

§ 500.132 Applicable Federal stand-
ards: ETA and OSHA housing stand-
ards.

(a) The Secretary has determined
that the applicable Federal housing
standards are the standards promul-
gated by the Employment and Training
Administration, at 20 CFR 654.404 et
seq. and the standards promulgated by
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, at 29 CFR 1910.142. Ex-
cept as provided in § 500.131, all migrant
housing is subject to either the ETA
standards or the OSHA standards, as
follows:

(1) A person who owns or controls a
facility or real property to be used for
housing any migrant agricultural
worker, the construction of which was
begun on or after April 3, 1980, and
which was not under a contract for
construction as of March 4, 1980, shall
comply with the substantive Federal
safety and health standards promul-
gated by OSHA at 29 CFR 1910.142.
These OSHA standards are enforceable
under MSPA, irrespective of whether
housing is, at any particular point in
time, subject to inspection under the
Occupational Safety and Health Act.

(2) A person who owns or controls a
facility or real property to be used for
housing any migrant agricultural
worker which was completed or under
construction prior to April 3, 1980, or
which was under a contract for con-
struction prior to March 4, 1980, may
elect to comply with either the sub-
stantive Federal safety and health
standards promulgated by OSHA at 29
CFR 1910.142 or the standards promul-
gated by ETA at 20 CFR 654.404 et seq.
The ETA standards were established to
provide housing requirements for mi-
grant housing used by an employer ob-
taining migrant workers through the
U.S. Employment Service. The owner
or operator of such housing may con-
tinue to rely on those standards, rather
than OSHA standards, even if the hous-
ing is not currently being provided pur-
suant to a USES job placement pro-
gram.

§ 500.133 Substantive Federal and
State safety and health standards
defined.

Substantive safety and health stand-
ards include, but are not limited to,
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those that provide fire prevention, an
adequate and sanitary supply of water,

plumbing maintenance, structurally
sound construction of buildings, effec-
tive maintenance of those buildings,
provision of adequate heat as weather
conditions require, and reasonable pro-
tections for inhabitants from insects
and rodents. Substantive housing
standards do not include technical or
procedural violations of safety and
health standards.

§ 500.134 Compliance with State stand-
ards.

Compliance with the substantive
Federal housing safety and health
standards shall not excuse noncompli-
ance with applicable substantive State
housing safety and health standards.

§ 500.135 Certificate of housing inspec-
tion.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, a facility or real
property to be used for housing a mi-
grant agricultural worker shall not be
occupied by any migrant agricultural
worker unless either a State or local
health authority or other appropriate
agency, including a Federal agency,
has certified that the facility or real
property meets applicable safety and
health standards.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, the person who owns
or controls a facility or real property
shall not permit it to be occupied by
any migrant agricultural worker un-
less a copy of a certificate of occu-
pancy from the State, local or Federal
agency which conducted the housing
safety and health inspection is posted
at the site of the facility or real prop-
erty. The original of such certificate of
occupancy shall be retained by such
person for three years and made avail-
able for inspection in accordance with
section 512 of the Act.

(c) If a request for an inspection of a
facility or real property is made to the
appropriate State, local or Federal
agency at least forty-five (45) days
prior to the date on which it is to be
occupied by a migrant agricultural
worker but the agency has not con-
ducted an inspection by such date, the
facility or property may be occupied by

migrant agricultural workers unless
prohibited by State law.

(d) Receipt and posting of a certifi-
cate of occupancy as provided under
paragraph (b) of this section, or the
failure of an agency to inspect a facil-
ity or property within the forty-five
(45) day time period, shall not relieve
the person who owns or controls a fa-
cility or property from the responsibil-
ity of ensuring that such facility or
property meets the applicable State
and Federal safety and health stand-
ards. Once such facility or property is
occupied, such person shall supervise
and continually maintain such facility
or property so as to ensure that it re-
mains in compliance with the applica-
ble safety and health standards.

Subpart E—Enforcement
§ 500.140 General.

Whenever the Secretary believes that
the Act or these regulations have been
violated he shall take such action and
institute such proceedings as he deems
appropriate, including (but not limited
to) the following:

(a) Recommend to the Attorney Gen-
eral the institution of criminal pro-
ceedings against any person who will-
fully and knowingly violates the Act or
these regulations;

(b) Recommend to the Attorney Gen-
eral the institution of criminal pro-
ceedings against any farm labor con-
tractor who recruits, hires, employs, or
uses, with knowledge, the services of
any illegal alien, as defined in
§ 500.20(n) of these regulations, if such
farm labor contractor has:

(1) Been refused issuance or renewal
of, or has failed to obtain, a Certificate
of Registration, or

(2) Is a farm labor contractor whose
certificate has been suspended or re-
voked;

(c) Petition any appropriate District
Court of the United States for tem-
porary or permanent injunctive relief
to prohibit violation of the Act or
these regulations by any person;

(d) Assess a civil money penalty
against any person for any violation of
the Act or these regulations;

(e) Refer any unpaid civil money pen-
alty which has become a final and
unappealable order of the Secretary or
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