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tunity. And we have always known that, by the grace of God and our mu-
tual labor, we can make our hopes reality.

Today, we live in an age of possibility—a moment of rich opportunity that
brings with it a deep responsibility for the future and the generations to
come. We must seize this special moment with a commitment to do right
by those who will follow us in this blessed land.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose life and vision we honor today, recog-
nized that the destiny of each American is bound to the destiny of all
Americans; that if we are to go forward, we must go forward together. So,
let us pledge today to continue our national journey together. Let us reaf-
firm our commitment to our shared values of family and faith, work and
opportunity. And let us resolve to work together, one Nation under God,
to build a bridge of hope and renewal to a new American century.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 20, 1997, a National
Day of Hope and Renewal, and I call upon the citizens of this great Nation
to observe this day by reflecting on their obligations to one another and to
our beloved country and by facing the future with a spirit of hope and re-
newal.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6969 of January 27, 1997

To Modify Application of Duty-Free Treatment of Certain
Articles Under the Generalized System of Preferences, and
for Other Purposes

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
1. Pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended by
Public Law 104–88; 110 Stat. 1755, 1922 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’), the President
may withdraw, suspend, or limit the application of the duty-free treatment
accorded under section 501 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461) with respect
to any article. With due regard for the factors set forth in sections 501 and
502(c) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)), I have determined that
it is appropriate to modify the application of duty-free treatment under title
V of the 1974 Act for certain articles, including certain goods previously
eligible for such treatment that the Customs Service has reclassified.

2. Presidential Proclamation 6961 of November 28, 1996, provided import
relief with respect to certain broom corn brooms. For certain subheadings
of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) established
to carry out this relief, provisions were omitted that would have continued
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staged reductions of special rates of duty for the goods concerned, pre-
viously proclaimed pursuant to section 201(a) of the North American Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3331(a)). Further, other
HTS provisions established by that proclamation contain conflicting dates
that complicate their administration. To rectify these omissions and to per-
mit proper administration of the import relief, I have decided that it is nec-
essary and appropriate to continue previously proclaimed duty treatment
for the affected goods and to make technical corrections in certain HTS
provisions.

3. Section 213 of the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act, as amended
(CBERA) (19 U.S.C. 2703), and section 204 of the Andean Trade Preference
Act (ATPA) (19 U.S.C. 3203) authorize the President to provide duty-free
entry for all eligible articles, and duty reductions for certain other articles,
that are the product of any country that has been designated as a bene-
ficiary country under those Acts. To clarify the preferential tariff treatment
provided to particular dutiable goods that are the product of beneficiary
countries under the CBERA or the ATPA and that are eligible to enter
under HTS heading 9802.00.80, which provides for certain goods assem-
bled abroad using components of U.S. origin, I have decided it is appro-
priate to provide special rates of duty for purposes of the CBERA and of
the ATPA in heading 9802.00.80 to apply to such goods.

4. Presidential Proclamation 6948 of October 29, 1996, modified tariff pro-
visions concerning special import quotas for upland cotton. That proclama-
tion also modified certain provisions of the HTS and of prior Presidential
proclamations to correct technical errors and to clarify the intent of pre-
viously proclaimed modifications. In proclaiming the modifications to the
provisions on upland cotton, a conforming change to U.S. note 6 to sub-
chapter III of chapter 99 of the HTS was omitted. Further, the instructions
in section A(5)(c) of Annex II to such proclamation concerning modifica-
tions to subchapter IV of chapter 99 to the HTS contained an error. To rec-
tify the omission and to correct the error in instructions, I have decided
it is necessary and appropriate to modify U.S. note 6 to subchapter III of
chapter 99 of the HTS and to amend the instructions in section A(5)(c) of
Annex II to Proclamation 6948.

5. Presidential Proclamation 6763 of December 23, 1994, implemented with
respect to the United States the trade agreements resulting from the Uru-
guay Round of multilateral trade negotiations, including Schedule XX—
United States of America, annexed to the Marrakesh Protocol to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994. A conforming change in a sub-
heading in subchapter V of chapter 99 of the HTS was omitted from Procla-
mation 6763. Further, particular HTS additional U.S. notes implementing
tariff-rate quotas (TRQs) for specified agricultural products do not clearly
reflect the intended quota periods and the quantities permitted entry dur-
ing such quota periods and have caused administrative difficulties. In order
to make the necessary conforming change and to correct the legal notes
controlling such TRQs, I have decided it is necessary and appropriate to
modify a subheading in subchapter V of chapter 99 and the legal notes per-
taining to such TRQs.

6. Presidential Proclamation 6857 of December 11, 1995, implemented with
respect to the United States certain modifications to the HTS, in conformity
with the obligations of the United States under the International Conven-
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tion on the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System. The
Annex to that proclamation omitted provisions that would have continued
previously proclaimed staged reductions of certain rates of duty for the
goods concerned, pursuant to section 111(a) of the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments Act (URAA) (19 U.S.C. 3521(a)). To rectify these omissions, I have
decided that it is necessary and appropriate to provide for the continuation
of previously proclaimed duty treatment for the affected goods.

7. (a) Section 115 of the URAA (19 U.S.C. 3524) requires the President to
(1) obtain advice regarding certain proposed actions; (2) submit a report to
the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate; and (3) consult with those Commit-
tees on the proposed action during a subsequent 60-day period to meet the
consultation and layover requirements of that section.

(b) Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes
the President to embody in the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and actions
thereunder, including the removal, modification, continuance, or imposi-
tion of any rate of duty or other import restriction.

8. I have decided that it is appropriate to authorize the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) to perform the functions specified in section 115 of
the URAA and certain functions under section 604 of the 1974 Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, including but not limited to section
503 of the 1974 Act, section 213 of the CBERA, section 204 of the ATPA,
section 604 of the 1974 Act, and section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
do proclaim that:

(1) In order to reflect in the HTS various technical and conforming
changes, to correct provisions of Proclamations 6948 and 6961, and to mod-
ify the special duty rates subcolumn for heading 9802.00.80, the HTS and
Proclamations 6948 and 6961 are each modified as set forth in Annexes I
and II to this proclamation.

(2) In order to modify the application of duty-free treatment under title
V of the 1974 Act for certain articles, the HTS is modified as set forth in
Annex III to this proclamation.

(3) The modifications to the HTS made by Annexes I, II, and III to this
proclamation shall be effective with respect to goods entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after the dates set forth in such An-
nexes and during the time periods specified therein.

(4) The USTR is authorized to perform the functions vested in the Presi-
dent under section 115 of the URAA. In addition, the USTR is authorized
to exercise the authority provided to the President under section 604 of the
1974 Act to embody rectifications, technical or conforming changes, or
similar modifications in the HTS.

(5) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh
day of January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven,
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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Proclamation 6970 of January 30, 1997

National African American History Month, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For much of the past century, the contributions that African Americans and
other minorities have made to our Nation’s progress were not fully recog-
nized. African American History Month is an important means by which
we help right that wrong. It awakens our collective social conscience to the
importance of giving all of our children a complete and accurate record of
their country’s history. And, perhaps most important, it helps to reinforce
America’s highest ideals—our respect for diversity, community, and free-
dom.

During this time of celebration and learning we are inspired by the courage,
wisdom, and vision of men and women such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet
Tubman, Carter G. Woodson, and Fannie Lou Hamer. These great Ameri-
cans dedicated their lives to ensuring that the ideals of freedom and equal-
ity are guaranteed to all. Their noble efforts—and the efforts of those they
inspired—renewed the spirit of our founding creed: ‘‘All men are created
equal.’’ As we approach the 21st century, it is more vital than ever that we
remain vigilant in protecting the ideals these visionary leaders fought so
hard to uphold. We must continue to extend the circle of equality, justice,
and opportunity until it embraces every American.

As we pay homage to our past, throughout the month of February and all
year long, let us, with enlightened minds and emboldened hearts, continue
the legacy of the civil rights movement. Let us present a diverse but united
front to those who would reverse the vital progress that has been made. As
the world’s beacon of hope and freedom, let us approach the new millen-
nium keeping this vigil.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 1997 as
National African American History Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs that raise
awareness of African American history.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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