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the spirit of reconciliation that has firmly taken root throughout Central
America. Americans continue to maintain a special consideration for the
people of Haiti as they strive to consolidate their new democracy and set
the stage for economic growth. Today, all of us must work together to en-
courage the one country—Cuba—that has not embraced our common pur-
pose to join the community of democracies.

As the united standard bearers of democracy in the Western Hemisphere,
we now approach a new century of unprecedented possibilities. Our vision
is bold, and our expectations are high. Our cooperative spirit was nurtured
through the Summit of the Americas, where we committed ourselves to free
trade, representative democracy, relief from poverty, and respect for the en-
vironment. We are now collaborating closely with others in the hemisphere
to prepare the agenda for the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in
Santiago in March 1998. Never before has there been such a window of op-
portunity to promote a higher standard of living through improved access
to quality education and adequate health care. Working together, we can
prove that democracy provides the means for improving the daily lives of
all the citizens of the Americas.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Monday, April 14,
1997, as Pan American Day and April 13 through April 19, 1997, as Pan
American Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas under the
flag of the United States of America to honor these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6988 of April 11, 1997

To Modify Application of Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
1. Sections 502(d)(1) and 503(c)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended
by Public Law 104–188; 110 Stat. 1755, 1920, 1922 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2462(d)(1) and 2463(c)(1)), provide that the President may withdraw,
suspend, or limit the application of the duty-free treatment accorded under
the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) with respect to any country
and any article upon consideration of the factors set forth in sections 501
and 502(c) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)). Pursuant to sec-
tions 502(d)(1) and 503(c)(1) of the 1974 Act and having considered the fac-
tors set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of such Act, including, in particu-
lar, section 502(c)(5) (19 U.S.C. 2464(c)(5)) on the extent to which a des-
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ignated beneficiary developing country is providing adequate and effective
protection of intellectual property rights, I have determined that it is appro-
priate to suspend the duty-free treatment accorded under the GSP to certain
eligible articles that are the product of Argentina, as provided in the Annex
to this proclamation.

2. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes
the President to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States (HTS) the substance of the relevant provisions of that Act, and of
other acts affecting import treatment, and actions thereunder, including the
removal, modification, continuance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, including but not limited to sections
502(d)(1), 503(c)(1), and 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide that Argentina should no longer be treated as a
beneficiary developing country with respect to certain eligible articles for
purposes of the GSP, the HTS is modified as provided in the Annex to this
proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions and provisions of this proclamation are
superseded to the extent of such inconsistency.

(3) The modifications made by this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to articles both: (i) imported on or after January 1, 1976, and (ii)
entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after 30
days after the date of publication of this proclamation in the Federal Reg-
ister.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

VerDate 27-FEB-98 11:38 Mar 03, 1998 Jkt 179009 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 Y:\SGML\179009.TXT 179009-2



52

Title 3—The PresidentProc. 6988

VerDate 27-FEB-98 11:38 Mar 03, 1998 Jkt 179009 PO 00000 Frm 00052 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 Y:\SGML\179009.TXT 179009-2



53

Proclamations Proc. 6988

VerDate 27-FEB-98 11:38 Mar 03, 1998 Jkt 179009 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 Y:\SGML\179009.TXT 179009-2



54

Title 3—The PresidentProc. 6989

Proclamation 6989 of April 15, 1997

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
During National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, Americans in communities
across the country join together to honor victims and survivors, to remem-
ber their pain, and to recognize their many contributions to improving our
criminal justice system and helping others affected by crime. It is also an
occasion for us to acknowledge our significant progress in securing crucial
rights and services for crime victims.

As we reflect on the events of this past year, we think of all our fellow
citizens who became victims of crime on our streets, at home, in our neigh-
borhoods, in our schools, in our workplaces, and even in our sacred places
of worship. We remember the images of dozens of mostly African American
churches being consumed in flames, and we recall church leaders and their
congregations, representing all denominations and races, reaching out to in-
vite healing and rebuilding—not in isolation, but in an extraordinary spirit
of community and unity. We also remember the many contributions of
crime victims in pioneering crime prevention programs in our schools and
working to strengthen our laws and to enlighten all of us about the needs
of all crime victims.

Through the dedicated efforts of crime victims and their advocates, crimi-
nal justice workers, and responsive legislators, we have made important
strides in the struggle against violence. The Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 allocated an increase in resources for criminal jus-
tice programs, deploying thousands of new police officers on our streets.
The Brady Bill has prevented over 225,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
from buying handguns since it was enacted. And the Community Notifica-
tion Act, known as ‘‘Megan’s Law,’’ is helping us protect our most vulner-
able citizens by informing communities of the presence of convicted
pedophiles. With community notification, we are working to prevent cases
like that of the Act’s namesake, Megan Kanka, a 7 year-old who died at the
hands of a repeat sex offender released into an unsuspecting community.
With these and other preventive measures, we’ve managed to reduce the
rate of violent crime for 5 straight years and to restore hope of reaching
our goal of a peaceful America.

We can also take heart in our efforts to assist victims in need of justice and
healing in the aftermath of violent crimes. The Violence Against Women
Act, a historic and comprehensive plan targeted at ending crimes against
women, has provided much-needed services to countless domestic violence
victims and their children. Likewise, the National Domestic Violence Hot-
line, established last year, has responded to more than 73,000 calls for as-
sistance from around the country. As a result of over $500 million in de-
posits to the Federal Crime Victims Fund in fiscal 1996, the States will re-
ceive more than three times as much in Federal funds as they have re-
ceived in any previous year to support local victim assistance programs.
And the Antiterrorism Act has guaranteed restitution to victims of Federal
crimes and mass violence; it has already provided substantial assistance to
victims of the Oklahoma City bombing.
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